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PORTRAITS OF THE UNKNOWN

BY

TOBY LURIE

PREFACE

Gertrude Stein is an enigma.  I believe she would agree though she might say it differently.  Perhaps she might say,  Gertrude Stein is The enigma, or Gertrude Stein is Gertrude Stein.  In any event; in this event Gertrude Stein takes me to places I might not otherwise go because I might not otherwise be inspired or know how to go there.

She did a series of short word-portraits of some of the famous artists and writers of her generation, well known by her, and I have responded by doing a book of Portraits Of The Unknown.  People who have been a long time in my life or not.  Even a few that I met on the moment never, I imagine, to be seen again.  People who will never be known other than by those who know them which makes them, in some manner, known, but unknown and one who is well known. 

This is a book of poetry, composed in my style, for multiple-spoken-voices always utilizing traditional forms of music in my ongoing effort to cross the slight borders which separate spoken language from music so that one becomes the other.  That one might more fully understand and appreciate these compositions 

they should be read aloud.  Parenthesis indicate that one voice is borrowing text from another or moving backwards as with a crab-fugue.  Dashes indicate silence which can never be overestimated.

Toby Lurie, Fort Bragg, 5/4/10

GERTRUDE STEIN

1
And I return to her so long forgotten                    Her whom I never knew                                                          

2
                                      And I return to her                                        

1
                  but know-----                      Her whom I celebrate                                      

2
so long forgotten              Her whom I never knew                                                                  

1
         And I return to her                         Her whom I never knew                                            

2
but know              And I return to her-----to her                                                                  

1
but know                       and whom I celebrate                                                         

2
         Her whom I never knew                     but know------but know-----                                                

1
She was a giant and knew it                                        even though                                      

2
                            Oh how she knew it-----She was a giant                                                  

1
unknown             Knowing it herself                     was enough-----                                             

2
        and knew it                    even though unknown                                                   

1
                       Oh how she knew it-----for a while            but not                                            

2
Knowing it herself-----Oh how she knew it                 was enough                                                              

1
for long                 for a while but not for long                 It took                                             

2
         for a while-----            for a while but not for long-----                                                         

1
a war-----              to bring her to prominence                                                                 

2
          It took a war              to bring her to prominence----------                                                       

3
             to her whom I never knew                          As quartet                                       

4
And I return to her                   As quartet in fugue form                                                            

3
            in fugue              the colors she evokes and I return to her                                                     

4
Her rhythms          Her cadences                       and I return to her                                          

3
                          Troubling but heroic-----            Her cadences                                        

4
and the colors she evokes                          Her rhythms                                                     

3
          Her dissonance---                                Enough to provoke                                    

4
Her tones                  Enough to provoke and tantalize                                                              

3
                      and tantalizing---                          Most curious                              

4
Most curious of minds                   Beware of her simplicities                                                          

3
of minds                            For they are otherwise-----                                                  

4
         for they are otherwise-----                           otherwise-----                                          

1
And I return to her           I return to her-----This less than more                                                                   

2
                    and again                                                          

3
And I return to her           I return to her                                                                   

4
                    and again                                                          

1
                                       This wandering Jew                                        

2
                                                          yet more than less                    

3
                   This less than more                                                           

4
yet more than less                                                                               

1
who no one knew                                                                               

2
                                       And I return to her                                        

3
                This wandering Jew-----                    who no one knew                                          

4
                                                                              

1
                              This wandering Jew                                                 

2
             once more                                           once more                       

3
                                                 who no one knew                              

4
And I return           to her                                                                    

1
                                        who no one knew                                       

2
             And I        return to her                              Return                            

3
                                                        not even she                       

4
And I return       to her                                                                         

1
                   in parody                                    yet more                        

2
in fugue                                         Less than more                                      

3
                             Return in fugue-----               yet more                                  

4
         in parody                               Less than more                                        

1
than less                    who no one knew not even she-----But she                                                          

2
          This wandering Jew                 not even she                                                   

3
than less                    who no one knew not even she-----But she                                                           

4
         This wandering Jew                  not even she                                                                     

1
really knew                              She really knew------She knew                                                

2
                                                                              

3
really knew-----She knew about all of it                                                                              

4
                                                                              

1
about all of it                                                      She had                        

2
                               She knew about all of it                                               

3
               She really knew                                                                

4
                                        about all of it she knew-----                                     

1
a way with words                          She knew she had it                                                     

2
                               She had it                     It was her way                          

3
      with words she had a way                                                                         

4
                                                                              

1
                                                  only her way-----                            

2
               She had it her way                                  A way                              

3
                                  Her special way                                             

4
and she had it                                                                              

1
                                          The way she did what she did                                    

2
with words                                                what she did her way                              

3
                           It was her way                                                    

4
           A way with life                                                                   

1
                                                        This was who she was                          

2
                The way she did        what she did-----                                                      

3
                                                                              

4
She always knew                 her way                                                                               

1
             and she was                                                                  

2
                                         This was who she was                                     

3
This was who             who she was-----                                                                  

4
                                                      This was who she was                        

1
and she knew it                                                                              

2
                This curious lady who knew who she was                                                              

3
and she knew it                                                                               

4
                                  This curious lady who knew who she was                                            

1
And she knew that too                                            her way-----                                  

2
                      Knowing and doing                                                         

3
                                                     and knowing                          

4
                                        Always doing                                       

1
Always knowing and doing                Not caring         what others thought                                                     

2
                         Always knowing           and doing                                           

1
           about what she did                     Only knowing                                                

2
Not caring                    what others thought              about what                                             

1
        what she had to do              and doing it-----                                                        

2
she did                    Only knowing                  what she had to do                                          

1
Knowing-----             always doing it-----                                                                  

2
            and doing it                      Always knowing who she was                                                   

1
It was her way                     Always doing                                                           

2
               Knowing who she was              Always knowing who she was                                                  

1
Always knowing                        who she was              what she had                                          

2
               and what she had to do             and doing it                                                    

1
to do                               She knew-----and what she had to do-----                                               

2
       because she knew who she was              and what she had to do-----                                                         

3
Her rhythms her cadences             Her tones              belonged only                                                      

4
                         Her rhythms           Her cadences                                            

3
to her          and she knew it-----                     only to her                                               

4
       He tones                     belonged only to her                                                    

3
                and cared about it                and less than more----                                               

4
and she knew it                    more than less                                                           

3
               she did it                   enough to provoke the most                                            

4
and she did it            enough to provoke the most hospitable minds                                                                   

3
hospitable minds----------Beware of her simplicities        for they are                                                                       

4
                                                     Beware                          

3
otherwise                     troubling and heroic                                                           

4
          of her simplicities                      for they are otherwise                                               

3
they are otherwise----------                   for they are otherwise-----                                                           

4
                            otherwise----------for they are otherwise-----                                                  

1
So I return to her          in fugue form                                                                      

2
                                                 And so I return                             

3
                   I return               to her                 in fugue                             

4
                                                                              

1
           She whom I never knew          but know                                                         

2
to her-----                      in fugue                                                         

3
                                                                      Her whom        

4
                                                   So I return to her                           

1
             Whom I celebrate                       Her whom I never knew-----                                               

2
                                                    Her whom I never knew                          

3
I never knew                           but know-----Her whom I never knew                                                     

4
                              in fugue              Her whom I never knew                                   

1
She was a giant         and she knew it                 even though unknown                                                    

2
                                                She was                              

3
                She was                 a giant                                             

4
                                                                              

1
                            knowing it herself-----                                                

2
                Even though                                     And I return                          

3
and she knew it                                                                               

4
                                                   And I return to her                           

1
                whom I never knew            Less than more                                                   

2
to her                                                      but more than less                        

3
                       whom I never knew-----Less than more                                                       

4
       in fugue                                             but more than less                           

1
------This wandering Jew-----who no one knew-----not even she----------                                                                              

2
------This wandering Jew-----who no one knew-----not even she----------                                                                              

3
------This wandering Jew-----who no one knew-----not even she----------                                                                              

4
------This wandering Jew-----who no one knew-----not even she----------                                                                              

1
And now I’m through…                                                                              

2
And now I’m through…                                                                              

3
And now I’m through…                                                                              

4
And now I’m through…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 3/26/10

(an improvisation)

HE OF HEADLANDS CAFE

1
He lives across the street          half-way down the alley                                                                     

2
                           He lives                         across the street                           

1
-----His face is filled                         with smiles                                                       

2
                        half-way down the alley             His face is filled                                          

1
but reflects otherwise                 His home is in Headlands Café                                                               

2
                       with smiles-----                              He lives                         

1
                  He lives across the street half-way down the alley----------                                                            

2
across the street half-way down the alley                                                                              

1
                                               This is where he really lives                             

2
His face is filled with smiles-----with smiles                                                                                

1
                       Where his life is                              if it is                         

2
but reflects otherwise                   This is where he really lives                                                            

1
anywhere-----                             Always voices to voice with                                                 

2
             Here there are always voices to voice with               so he is                                                   

1
            never alone---here                          so he is never alone                                        

2
never alone                    in his severe loneliness                                                          

1
              His home is in Headlands Café-----              This is where                                                  

2
-----His home is in Headlands Cafe              This is where he really lives                                                                

1
he really lives                So he is never alone in his severe loneliness                                                         

2
                So he is never alone in his severe loneliness                                                             

1
                                                      I never learned his name                       

2
I never learned his name and it is too late for asking                                                                              

1
                                   Now it is too late to ask-----                                           

2
This in not uncommon among friends                               Last names                                                

1
                                   This is not uncommon among friends--------                                           

2
barely exist among friends anymore                                                                               

1
                               Yesterday                         I walked                       

2
Yesterday I walked through him           my mind in other places                                                                    

1
through him-----      My mind              in other places                                                            

2
                Today         I apologized                 and he reassured me                                      

1
Today I apologized-----                           He lives across the street                                                  

2
                       He lives across the street half-way down the alley                                                       

1
half-way down the alley-----                              This is where he                                                

2
                            His home is in Headlands Cafe                                                  

1
really lives                   if it is anywhere-----                                                           

2
             Where his life is                       There are always voices                                           

1
              Always voices                      to voice with                                           

2
to voice with               so he is never alone               in his severe                                                 

1
           so he is never alone-----                                                                   

2
loneliness                          Today I am sitting alone in his home-----                                                     

1
sitting alone        in his home                                     And he                                  

2
              And he             is gesturing and talking to another                                                     

1
is gesturing                            and talking to another                                                    

2
             I must look through others                        to see him                                          

1
I must look through others                  to see him                                                              

2
                           at the other end            talking and gesturing                                        

1
           as I record him in my journal-----              This is where                                                     

2
to another                                   This is where he really lives                                           

1
he really lives if anywhere-----                His face is filled with smiles                                                              

2
                                if anywhere-----His face is filled with smiles                                              

1
but shows otherwise-----                             His loneliness is painful                                                 

2
                        His loneliness is painful-----                                                      

1
                          I must----------and care for my own…                                                    

2
-----I must look away-----                and care for my own…                                                              

Fort Bragg, Headlands Café, 4/3/10

(from journal entry, 4/2/10)

CATS

1
They know very well who they are                     And they know                                                         

2
                                 They know very well              who they are                               

1
how and when               to do what they do              and they do it                                                   

2
             And they know                    how and when                                               

1
                   They know very well-----               And they know how                                             

2
to do what they do                     and they do it-----                                                          

1
                    They know very well how and when to do it and they do it                                                          

2
They know very well how and when to do it and they do it                                                                             

3
-----We have two cats with whom we connect                  as much as with                                                            

4
                                           We have two cats                                    

3
each other                          as much as with each other                                                    

4
           with whom we connect-----        as much as with each other-----                                                           

3
Not to suggest that we are poor or infrequent communicators                                                                              

4
                                                            Not to suggest                  

3
Rather to suggest                                              that these                                 

4
                  that we are poor or infrequent communicators                                                             

3
forms of communications                   are of a different nature-----                                                           

4
                        Rather to suggest                                                       

3
                                  that these forms of communication are of an                                            

4
that these forms of communication are of an entirely different nature                                                                              

1
entirely different nature-----                               to know-----                                               

2
                              One must know cats to know-----                                                

1
We have two cats                                  with whom we communicate                                             

2
                 They know very well who they are                                                              

3
                                                                              

4
                                                                              

1
                                     as much as with each other                                          

2
                                                                and they know              

3
                    We have two cats                                                           

4
They know very well                                                                               
1
                         Not to suggest                                                      

2
                                        how and when                                       

3
with whom we communicate                                                                               

4
                                                     who they are----------                         
1
Not to suggest that we are poor or infrequent communicators with each other                                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
               Not to suggest that we are poor or infrequent communicators                                                                              

4
                                                                              
1
                                                Rather to suggest                                            

2
                to do what they do                                                               

3
with each other                                                                               

4
                                   And they know                  who they are                        
1
that their forms of communication                                                                               

2
                                  and they do it                                             

3
                                                 are entirely different                             

4
                                  and they do it                                            
1
They do not bump into walls             or stumble-----     on the stairs                                                             

2
                            They do not                bump                                    

1
              They are bright and graceful                       to perfection                                                      

2
into walls----                             or stumble on the stairs                                                  

1
               They are light and graceful----                                                               

2
They are light and graceful                   They know very well who they are                                                          

1
and they know-----                    how and when              to do what                                             

2
                  they know very well              who they are       to do                                         

1
they do      to perfection-----and they know-----                 how to sleep                                                        

2
what they do to perfection                       and they know----how to sleep                                                       

3
We speak one language to our cats                       and they respond                                                        

4
                                  We speak one language                                              

3
            in an entirely different                  but understandable one                                                  

4
to our cats                          and they respond                                                  

3
                                 The dynamics are quite different                                              

4
in an entirely different one-----                                 The dynamics                                             

3
but I believe                     they understand us           as well as we                                                

4
              are quite different                    I believe                                              

3
understand them                        We speak one language to our cats                                                       

4
                they understand us-----                                                              

3
                      and they respond                                                        

4
We speak one language                  in an entirely different one----------                                                             

1
We have two cats with whom we communicate                      They know                                                        

2
                 We have two cats with whom we communicate-----                                                             

3
We have two cats with whom we communicate                      They know                                                        

4
                 We have two cats with whom we communicate-----                                                             
1
very well who they are                     and they know how and when                                                         

2
          They know very well who they are                                                                    

3
very well who they are                                                                              

4
          They know very well who they are                                                                    
1
              to do                            what they do                                      

2
                                 and they know                                              

3
and they know       how and when                                         to do                               

4
                                                            and they know                   
1
                                       and they do it---------They do not bump                                       

2
how and when                           and they do it                                                    

3
             what they do              and they do it                                                    

4
                          how and when and they do it                                                    
1
           into walls                                                                    

2
                                    They are light                                           

3
or stumble            on the stairs                                                                    

4
                                                   and graceful on their feet                           
1
to perfection-----and they know how to sleep----------and sleep----------                                                                              

2
to perfection-----and they know how to sleep----------and sleep                                                                              

3
to perfection-----and they know how to sleep----------and sleep                                                                              

4
to perfection-----and they know how to sleep----------and sleep                                                                              
1
They care for themselves assiduously                        and can ignore one                                                     

2
                                     They care for themselves                                         

1
            to a state of hysteria---                 They are  absolute snobs                                                

2
assiduously                          And can ignore one                                                    

1
                       haughty and indifferent                    They carry                                    

2
to a state of hysteria                         They are snobs-----                                                      

1
entitlement to extreme                         and are ungrateful wretches----                                                      

2
                       haughty and indifferent                                                        

1
                                  They carry entitlement to extreme and are                                            

2
They carry entitlement to extreme and are ungrateful wretches                                                                             

1
ungrateful wretches-----They know very well who they are     they know-----                                                                         

2
                        They know very well who they are-----they know-----                                                      

3
Their dynamics of communication are quite different than ours                                                                               

4
                                                              but I believe                
3
                   I do believe                             they understand us                            

4
they understand us             as well as we understand them                                                                  
3
                      as well as we understand them                                                         

4
and the understanding                                each for the other                                               
3
and this understanding                       each for the other                                                         

4
                       is less insignificant                    than one                                    
3
              is less insignificant and more satisfying                                                                

4
might imagine                                           than one might imagine                                    
3
for I do believe that they understand us                       I do----------                                                       

4
                 that they understand us I do believe----------                                                             
1
They know very well who they are-----They are what they are           asking                                                                   

2
They know very well who they are                                                                              

3
They know very well who they are                             They are                                                  

4
They know very well who they are                                                                              
1
nothing               expecting everything                                                                 

2
                                           No less so                                    

3
        what they are                                 asking nothing                                      

4
                                                                    no less so          
1
                                           and usually getting it                                   

2
than the satisfaction                                             of the                                  

3
                      expecting everything                                                         

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
communications                       which is as intense as we could wish for                                                        

3
                                                                              

4
               between the two of us                     which is as intense                                           
1
                              We adore them                                                 

2
                                                     in their munificence                          

3
                                            and they                                   

4
as we could wish for----------                                                                              
1
                           We adore them-----                                                   

2
                                             each with the other                                  

3
allow it-----                                                                              

4
             they allow it                                       and with them                           
1
                     We have two cats-----They know very well who they are                                                         

2
as they allow us-----We have two cats                                                                              

3
                     We have two cats                         They know very                                

4
                     We have two cats                                                         
1
                                                                              

2
                  and how and when to do what they do                                                            

3
well who they are                                                                              

4
                                   and how and when to do what they do--------                                           
1
and they do it----------and they do it…                                                                              

2
and they do it----------and they do it…                                                                              

3
and they do it----------and they do it…                                                                              

4
and they do it----------and they do it…                                                                              
Fort Bragg, 4/3/10

(from two journal entries, 4/2/10)

HE

1
He is---not was       not were         nor will be          just is----just is                                                      

2
                He is          not was             not were                                         

1
                   He is          not was             not were                                      

2
-----He is not was       not were         nor will be          just is-----                                                     

1
just is-----as he always was and will be                  and will be                                                              

2
just is                                  as he always was             and is                                

1
as he always was and will be              and is----------and is----------                                                                

2
             as he always was and will be and is----------and is----------                                                                 

3
Here in this event he is here               He is present and aware                                                                

4
                         Here in this event                         He is here                            

3
without being aware               without being aware that he is                                                               

4
                    He is present                                and aware                           

3
which is the only way                     for being-----                                                          

4
                      without being aware               without being aware                                          
3
(without being aware that he is)-----Not the only way                                      

4
that he is                                            which is the only way                                   
3
but others           need be avoided----                 but others need be                                                   

4
           for being                     Not the only way           but others                                       
3
avoided            The only way is understood            without understanding                                                    

4
need be avoided----                           The only way                                                    
3
              But know the way                       when it is present-------                                         

4
is understood                  without understanding                                                              
1
He is-----                                                  He is here                            

2
          not was                                   not was He is                                  
3
                  not were                 not were         He is                                    

4
                           nor will be-----                 He is                                  
1
in this event            He is present                                                                    

2
                                                     and aware                         

3
              He is here               in this event                                                  

4
                                                                without              
1
                      without being aware                                                         

2
                                          He is                    Not were                 

3
            He is-----                                     Not was                              

4
being aware                                     that he is                                           
1
which is the only way                      for being                                                        

2
                                   Just is                                            

3
                                                     Just is                          

4
         which is the only way-----                          as he always is                                           
1
The only way is understood              without understanding                                                                  

2
                                                                              

3
                                                                              

4
                           The only way                       is understood                             
1
but knows the way                                    when it is present                                           

2
                                                                              

3
                                        The only way                                       

4
                  without understanding                                                             
1
                                                                              

2
                  is understood without understanding                                                            

3
                                is understood without understanding----------                                              

4
but knows the way                                                                               
1
and he knows it----------knows it well…                                                                              

2
and he knows it----------knows it well…                                                                              

3
and he knows it----------knows it well…                                                                              

4
and he knows it----------knows it well…                                                                              
Fort Bragg, 4/4/10

(improvisation)

SHE

1
Here is another spiritual one               A spiritual one                                                               

2
                              Her is another                spiritual one                                

1
from many directions                     Hers is not a simple path                                                          

2
                     A spiritual one-----                          from many                               

1
           but many paths-----                          in many directions                                         

2
directions                    Hers is not a simple path                                                           

1
                   Hers is a lonely one                                                            

2
but many paths-----                     in many directions-----                                                         

3
                                                               Here is another               

1
              now that she is alone                                                                 

2
                                    Hers is a lonely one                                           

3
spiritual one                                            A spiritual one                                  

1
Alone as she has been                                                                              

2
                                           now that she is alone-----alone----                                   

3
                      from many directions                                                        

1
                          for too many years                                                     

2
                                                            alone as she                  

3
Hers is not a single path                    but many paths                                                            

1
         But she is a brave one                           Here is another                                              

2
has been                                                  Here is another                             

3
                                in many directions--------Here is another                                              

1
spiritual one                        one without complaining                                                     

2
spiritual one                                               for too many years                            

3
spiritual one----Here is a lonely one                                                                               

1
-----One who has made her best kind of life for herself                                                                              

2
                      One who has made her best kind of life for herself-----                                                        

3
                                                                              

1
                      one who has made                               Living                          

2
The best kind of life                                                                               

3
                                       for herself-----for herself---                                       

1
as she does        and she is a complicated one                                                                       

2
            Living                              as she does----                                     

3
                                                               A spiritual one                       

1
                           A complicated and difficult one                                                  

2
                                                                              

3
---from many directions----                               from many directions                                               

1
                                   but a good one-----                                           

2
living as she does                                    A complicated one                                           

3
                   A spiritual one                                                            

1
                     when she is a good one---                                                         

2
                                              Here is another spiritual one                              

3
from many directions                                          Here is another                                   

1
                  She is an old one                                                             

2
                                    but a young one                 but a                    

3
spiritual one-----                                  A spiritual one                                             

1
          She is an old one                      One of those kinds                                                

2
young one                                                           now that                   

3
                            in many directions---                                                   

1
                                        The wisdom                 within the                      

2
she is alone                                                                               

3
             Hers was not a single path             but many paths                                                      

1
innocent kind                    The joyful and angry together kind                                                            

2
              One of those kinds                                    the joyful                            

3
                                                                              

1
          But less now the angry                           She is an open kind                                        

2
                                 together           kind---                                   

3
and angry                                 and angry                                               

1
                                                             One who must                 

2
and less now the angry                   She is an open kind                                                             

3
                       together kind-----                                                       

1
tell everything                  But a spiritual one                                                              

2
                                                     from many directions                         

3
                and too much-----But a spiritual one                                                              

1
                from many directions-----And a loving kind----------                                                              

2
a spiritual one                          And a loving kind----------                                                     

3
                from many directions-----And a loving kind----------                                                              

1
who might have been so much more…                                                                              

2
who might have been so much more…                                                                              

3
who might have been so much more…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/4/10

(from journal entry same date)

HE

1
A scowling angry man a restaurateur wandering this village                                                                               

2
                                                           A cowling angry man                   

1
settling in at Headlands Café                always alone-----                                                               

2
                              a restaurateur                  wandering                               

1
            always alone-----alone-----An angry scowling man---- angry at whom                                                                  

2
the village always alone-----alone                                                                              

1
                      at himself                  We avoid him as he avoids us                                     

2
An angry scowling man            angry at whom----                                                                   

1
                Let him take his Karma home              not deposit it here                                                

2
We avoid him----             Let him take his Karma home                                                                 

1
                            It will follow him-----                                                  

2
It will follow him anywhere                        Let him take it home                                                      

1
                                                             A scowling                 

2
                                               In four years                               

3
In four years I’ve spoken to him several times                                                                              

1
angry man                                            a restaurateur                                    

2
          I’ve spoken to him                                                                    

3
                             nodded in his direction                                                  

1
                                    wandering this village                                          

2
several times                                          nodded in his direction                                

3
              even smiled and winked                                                                 

1
no response                                                                              

2
no response                                                       Possibly                       

3
no response-----Possible the tiniest edge of a sardonic smile-----                                                                              

1
Settling in at Headlands Café               always alone                                                                

2
                              several times                                                 

3
                                                         He felt intruded upon                     

1
                           A scowling angry man                                                    

2
even smiled and winked-----                                    wandering                                          

3
                                                A restaurateur                               

1
             Always alone                                           What does                      

2
this village Always alone                                                                             

3
             Always alone-----What does one do with another’s anger                                                                 

1
one do                           with another’s anger                                                     

2
                    We avoid him                      as he avoids us-----                                     

3
       avoid it-----                                                                       

1
                                Let him take his Karma home                                              

2
                   Let him take his Karma home                                                           

3
so he is alone-----                          Let him take his Karma home-----                                                    

1
and we do                     Alone within his lonely self                                                            

2
                                                                              

3
          and he is alone-----                             Alone within-----                                       

1
He drinks alone                                              He sits alone                                  

2
                                       An angry scowling man                                        

3
                within his lonely self                                                               

1
                                       He departs alone                                        

2
                Wandering this village                                                               

3
He drinks alone                                         He sits alone                                      

1
             and lives alone-----                                                                 

2
Always alone                     What does one do with another’s anger                                                          

3
                                                  What does one do with                            

1
                    What does one do                               Even if                          

2
                    What does one do                                                          

3
another’s anger-----What does one do-----How could it be otherwise                                                                               

1
there is another in his life---                                                                               

2
                                                            Even if there is                  

3
                               Even if there is another-----                                               

1
                    he is alone----------              angry man-----                                            

2
            another he is alone          This scowling                                                         

3
in his life         he is alone                                                                      

1
                                in search of an understanding…                                              

2
                                in search of an understanding…                                              

3
wandering this village----------in search of an understanding…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/5/10

(improvisation from my journal, Headlands Café)

SHE

1
She tries to make it look so easy           but makes it so hard                                                                    

2
                                  She tries                      to make it                     

1
                 She tries                      to make it        look so easy                                

2
look so easy-----          but makes it so hard            so hard                                                          

1
                               She tries         to make it look                                        

2
-----She tries to make it look           so hard                 but makes it                                                   

1
so hard-----            She tries              to make it        so easy------                                             

2
            so easy-----          but makes it            so hard                                              

1
           to make it so hard--------                 She doesn’t try--------                                                

2
to make it look so easy              She tries--------                                                             

1
                                               but makes it so hard-----                               

2
                   but understands                                                            

3
Nobody understands                 as does she                                                              

1
                 It’s like an act of heroism                                                              

2
It’s like an act of heroism                                and no outcome----                                              

3
                                             with no event                                  

1
She doesn’t try-----                                                                              

2
                    She doesn’t need to try                      If one is to                                  

3
                                             She refuses to try-----                                  

1
           She would never             consider trying                                                        

2
understand                                             if one is to understand                                  

3
                           need to try                                                    

1
                                         If she did            she would not                         

2
                          This could not            be her way                                          

3
This would not be her way                                                                               

1
be who she is                                                  if we agree                            

2
                                      which is what we all are                                        

3
              She would be an unknown                                                                

1
It’s like an act of heroism                          if one is to understand                                                    

2
                            with no event or outcome if one is to understand                                                  

3
It’s like an act of heroism                          if one is to understand                                                    

1
-----She would never consider       trying                                                                        

2
                              never        consider trying-----                                          

3
                                                               If she did               

1
She would never consider                    trying-----                                                           

2
                                                                              

3
                         it wouldn’t be her            It’s her simplicity                                          

1
                                                       if one is to understand                       

2
It just wouldn’t be her                                                                               

3
                        her absolutely pure simplicity                                                       

1
                                                                              

2
                         It’s her simplicity-----                                                      

3
that makes it happen-----                        Her effortlessness-----                                                           

1
mine as well                               Nobody understands                                                

2
             at least it would seem so-----                   but understands                                              

3
                                                                              

1
                            but understands                         what she                          

2
what she is doing                                                                               

3
                  She tries                 to make it look so easy                                             

1
is doing-----                     as does she-----It’s like an act of heroism                                                         

2
                         what-----as does she                                                     

3
             understands          as does she                                                        

1
with no outcome                                                                              

2
                Is that clear---                   It’s like an act of heroism                                           

3
                                  Nobody understands                                             

1
if one is to understand                                     She tries                                          

2
                                        with no outcome-----                                      

3
                        but understands                                                       

1
                  to make it look so easy----                  but understands                                         

2
                                             Nobody understands                                

3
what she is doing                                                                               

1
what she is doing                 in theory                                                             

2
                  but understands                            what she is doing                                

3
                                            Nobody understands                              

1
but understands in theory as does she----------And she never allowed herself                                                                              

2
                          as does she                                                    

3
                          as does she                                                    

1
                to fall victim                       to fall victim to the                                        

2
                               never allowed herself                                               

3
allowed herself                                                                          

1
conundrum of trying                                                                              

2
                                  and she never allowed herself to fall victim                                            

3
                    and she never allowed herself                                                                              

1
to the conundrum                          trying                She tries                                     

2
                           not to try-----       not to try-----                                            

3
                 of trying                trying                                               

1
                   to try                Nobody understands                                             

2
It wouldn’t be her                                                                               

3
                          not to try-----                   She doesn’t need                                 

1
                           Her effortlessness                                                    

2
       It’s her simplicity                    At least it would seem so                                                    

3
to try                                                 At least it would                              

1
                 Doing what she did was as natural to her as breathing                                                             

2
                                    Doing what she did was as natural to her                                          

3
seem so----------                                                                              

1
                      She took it in----------and she let it out…                                                        

2
                      She took it in----------and she let it out…                                                        

3
as breathing----------She took it in----------and she let it out…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/5/10  (from journal entry same day)

SHE

1
Another sweet soul living in this village                    greets me                                                           

2
                                          Another sweet soul            living                          

1
                with a broad smile               Teeth from here to there                                                

2
in this village                    greets me-----                                                           

1
                   and does for me                              I drink tea                              

2
with a broad smile                 Teeth from here to there-----                                                             

1
                Earl Grey in the morning             Jasmine in the afternoon                                                  

2
and does for me                          I drink tea                                                     

1
                         Black Currant and a host of others                                                      

2
Earl Grey in the morning                                    Jasmine in the                                           

1
          in the evening-----                             I drink tea                                       

2
afternoon                    I drink tea and she is there           to give it                                               

1
and she is there to give it                      She is young----not beautiful                                                        

2
                 and she is there to give it-----                                                             

1
             but radiant               and she showers me with smiles                                                   

2
She is young             not beautiful         and she showers me with smiles                                                          

3
Told me today she owns a trailer               in a trailer park                                                                 

4
                                 Told me today                   she owns                           

3
          and she needs to sell it                She was born in that trailer                                              

4
a trailer                         in a trailer park                                                     

3
                         several decades ago             but has moved in with                                        

4
and she needs to sell it                     She was born                                                          

3
her lover                                     and must sell it                                           

4
          in that trailer several decades ago                 but has moved in                                                  

3
                   I might be interested                  if she were included                                          

4
with her lover-----                      and must sell it                                                       

3
in the package                       But she has moved in with her lover                                                        

4
               I might be interested                      But she has moved in                                          

3
                                   and is not included in the package---------                                           

4
with her lover and is not included in the package                                                                              

1
Sweet soul behind the counter            always there in the morning                                                                   

2
                                                                              

3
                              Sweet soul                             behind                    

4
                                                                              

1
                                                                              

2
                Another sweet soul living in this village                                                              

3
the counter-----                                                                              

4
                                   Another sweet soul living in this village                                                              

1
              always there                                                                

2
Told me today              she has a trailer                                                                 

3
                                                                              

4
                                             Greets me with a broad smile                                 

1
behind the counter                                                                               

2
                                    in a trailer park                                           

3
                   always there-----                                                           

4
                                                      Teeth from here to there                        

1
Greets me as I pass my days                                                                              

2
                                          she needs to sell                                    

3
          Greets me as I pass my days-----                                                                    

4
                                                            and does for me                  

1
                                                                              

2
-----She was born in that trailer               several decades ago-----                                                                

3
                                                                              

4
                                  Earl Grey tea                                             

1
                                                              I know nothing               

2
            but has moved in with her lover                                                                   

3
                                                                              

4
Jasmine tea                                 Black Currant tea                                              

1
of her                                       except her smile                                        

2
                            and must sell it                                                   

3
                                                              I know nothing                

4
       and a host of others                                                                        

1
                          Sitting my afternoons away                                                    

2
                                                                              

3
of her                                               I know nothing of her                               

4
       I do drink tea-----                                                                       

1
                                Sweet soul-----living in this village-----                                              

2
                                Sweet soul-----living in this village                                              

3
                                Sweet soul-----living in this village                                              

4
and she is there to give it-----Sweet soul-----living in this village                                                                              

1
I know nothing of her-----                                                                              

2
                          How she sleeps                                                    

3
                                                      makes love-----                        

4
                                         How she eats                     

1
What happens inside when she is alone                                                                              

2
                                                              When she closes                

3
                    What happens inside when she is alone-----                                                                              

4
                                                                              

1
                             closes the door-----             Sweet soul                                    

2
the door                                         She is young                                      

3
                                                                              

4
When she closes the door-----                                                                              

1
                                                                              

2
not beautiful                                                                               

3
              Told me she has a trailer she must sell-----                                                                

4
                                                          She is young-----                    

1
                                                                              

2
                                                but radiant-----                              

3
                                  Not beautiful                                             

4
Sweet soul living in this village                               radiant-----                                                

1
I know nothing of her-----                       She seems happy-----                                                       

2
                          She seems in peace-----                                                    

3
I know nothing of her-----                       She seems happy-----                                                                              

4
                         She seems in peace-----                                                     

1
I hope this is so…                                                                              

2
I hope this is so…                                                                          

3
I hope this is so…                                                                              

4
I hope this is so…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, Headlands Café, 4/5/10

(an improvisation)

HE

1
He is my friend---my very good friend                 has been a friend                                                             

2
                                      He is my friend                                         

1
                    since I’ve known him-----                  I knew him                                        

2
my very good friend                          has been a friend                                                     

1
almost fifty years                      before I realized                                                          

2
                   since I’ve known him                   I knew him almost                                         

1
            before I realized he was a Republican                                                                  

2
fifty years                   before I realized he was a Republican-----                                                            

1
A Republican                   and a very good friend                                                             

2
             before I realized                        he was a Republican-----                                          

1
A Republican and a very good friend                         he remains-----                                                     

2
             A Republican and a very good friend he remains                                                                  

1
                                        Possible that he is a very good friend                                 

2
                    Possible that he is a very good friend                                                     

3
How is that possible                                                                              

1
                                          Possible that I knew him fifty years                                    

2
                                                                              

3
-----Possible that he is a Republican-----                                                                              

1
and didn’t know                                                                              

2
Possible that I knew him fifty years and didn’t know-----                                                                              

3
                                                         didn’t know-----                     

1
How could                           But he’s a good man anyway                                                     

2
          that be                                                                     

3
                  possible----------                           He’s a good man                                 

1
                      He’s a generous one                                                         

2
a good man anyway-----                    Generous with three middle-aged                                                          

3
                                                                              

1
                                                           A generous one-----                   

2
daughters                                  and he knows it                                             

3
          With them generous beyond reason                                                                    

1
                                   His daughters say                                            

2
                                                                              

3
His daughters say I’m the only one                   who can make him laugh                                                            

1
                 and I do-----                    I knew him about fifty years                                         

2
The only one-----                                                                              

3
                              He likes to go back                                                 

1
                             before I realized he was a Republican                                                 

2
         He likes to go back                                                                      

3
way back                                                           and I’m                    

1
                                     A Republican and a very good friend-----                                         

2
                        way back-----                                                      

3
good at taking him back                                                                              

1
How is that possible                                                                             

2
How is that possible                                                                              

3
How is that possible-----He likes to kid with me about living and dying                                                                              

1
He likes to kid with me                      about living and dying-----                                                         

2
                                                                              

3
                        but he’s not kidding                                                       

1
                                       But he’s not kidding                                        

2
He is my friend                                             A very good friend                                   

3
                 He doesn’t want to die                                       

1
           He doesn’t want to die                              not at all-----                                      

2
                                  I knew him about fifty years                                             

3
Not at all                                                                               

1
                                                       and a very good friend                       

2
before I realized he was a Republican-----                                                                              

3
                                          A republican                                     

1
How is that possible-------The last time we talked                he told me                                                              

2
How is that possible                                the last time                                              

3
How is that possible                                                                               

1
                                                            You know I know                  

2
               we talked               he told me                                                  

3
a few days ago           The last time            we talked                                                          

1
it’s going to happen                     Yet I can’t believe it will happen                                                          

2
                     You know                                                          

3
                              He told me                                                 

1
                                                                              

2
I know it’s going to happen          Yet I can’t believe-----                                                                     

3
                            You know                         I know I’m going                          

1
                                                                 happen-------             

2
                       Yet I can’t believe it will really happen                                                       

3
to yet I can’t believe it will really happen                                                                              

1
to me and I believe that he believes               that way                                                               

2
to me                                                                              

3
to me                                and I believe           that he believes                                    

1
                                                         that be believes that                     

2
and I believe                           that he believes that it will not                                                    

3
              it will not really happen                                                                 

1
it will not really happen to him and I believe that way too                                                                             

2
really happen to him             and I believe that way too-----He likes                                                                 

3
                                 and I believe that way too                                             

1
           way back                                                                    

2
to go back                       and I’m good at taking him there----------                                                        

3
                    and I’m good at taking him there                                                          

1
My friend is getting old            in his body                                                                    

2
                         Day by day             older in his body                                          

3
                                                                  My friend             

1
                                                                  He no longer            

2
                   How is that possible------We were so young-----                                                           

3
is getting old-----                                                                              

1
drives his big car                                                                              

2
                               He struggles about with a walker                                               

3
                   in his body                                  He no longer                          

1
                       He struggles about                                                        

2
                                          Someone must live with him now                                    

3
drives his big car-----                                                                              

1
with a walker                                                                               

2
              His daughter insisted             His mind is still mostly clear                                                  

3
                                   He has fallen                                           

1
            mostly clear                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
He has said              if his mind was as old as his body it would be easier                                                                

1
He likes to kid with me about living and dying                                                                              

2
                                                            He struggles                  

3
                                               He struggles with one                               

1
         and doesn’t want the other                                                                     

2
with one and doesn’t want the other-----A Republican                                                                               

3
         and doesn’t want the other                  He likes to kid with me                                                   

1
                 He doesn’t want to die                                                              

2
I make him laugh                                               I knew him                                

3
                                        about living and dying                                       

1
                                                                              

2
almost fifty years                       before I realized he was a Republican                                                        

3
                   He doesn’t want to die                                                            

1
               not at all He doesn’t want to die---We did crazy stuff together                                                              

2
                          He doesn’t want to die                                                    

3
not at all-----           He doesn’t want to die                                                                   

1
                 When we were together          at the University                                                    

2
                                                                  We did            

3
real crazy stuff                       together                                                         

1
            and beyond                    But my good friend is no longer able                                                

2
crazy stuff                                                                               

3
                       We did crazy stuff                                                        

1
                           to play-----                                                   

2
                                       It’s there in his head                                        

3
no longer able to play-----                                   It’s there                                           

1
                  in his head                         but no place near                                    

2
but no place near             in his body                                                                  

3
                                          in his head                                     

1
in his body                            I love my friend                                                  

2
                                                                              

3
but no place near in his body----------                 and my friend loves me                                                             

1
but I’m not sure why----------not really sure why…                                                                              

2
but I’m not sure why----------not really sure why…                                                                              

3
but I’m not sure why----------not really sure why…                                                                              

Mendocino, 4/5/10

(from my journal, same date)

HE

1
This one is a brother---One I never knew                       One that never                                                       

2
                                         This one is a brother                                      

1
knew himself                  One that caused a lot of pain-----                                                          

2
             One I never knew                                   One who never                              

1
             to a lot of people                                   He was                              

2
knew himself                    One that caused a lot of pain-----                                                          

1
selective                      My memory of this brother                                       

2
          to a lot of people---                          He was selective                                           

1
 is not a kind one-----          A brother I never knew-----                                                                   

2
                       A brother I never knew               He had a keen mind                                        

1
A keen mind           and sense of humor                     which always                                            

2
            and sense of humor           which always seemed to have a victim                                                    

1
seemed to have a victim-----            Many people thought him charming                                                                  

2
                            Many people thought him charming                                                  

1
              for some people              This brother I never knew-----                                                  

2
and so he was                 This brother I never knew                                                              

1
                                                                              

2
                                                            This brother and                  

3
This brother and my other brother were together in business                                                                               

1
                                                   I was not there                           

2
my other brother                     were together                 in business                                          

3
                 It was not my world                                                             

1
                                              I was not there-----                                

2
                          It was not my world                                                    

3
because I chose not to be                                         It could                                      

1
                                                   This one was a brother                           

2
                     because I chose not to be-----                                                         

3
never have been mine                                                                              

1
I never knew                                             One that could cause                                 

2
This one was a brother I never knew-----                                                                              

3
                                        As he grew older                                       

1
a lot of pain                                                                              

2
                                It could never have been mine                                              

3
              he grew forgetful                               but not kinder                                  

1
This one caused a lot of pain                                                                              

2
                This one caused a lot of pain                  As he grew                                            

3
                                              except to me-----                                

1
                        but not kinder                  This was a brother                                    

2
older he grew forgetful                                                                               

3
                                       except to me-----This was a brother                                       

1
I never knew                                    because-----                                          

2
This was a brother I never knew-----because-----                                                                              

3
I never knew                                                he would not let                              

1
      He let no one in                                                                        

2
                       He let no one in                       not even himself                                

3
me in                                   not even himself-----                                           

1
-----This one should have been my brother                         and he was                                                      

2
                                          This one was my brother                                    

3
                                                                              

1
though he wasn’t                  We hung out together                                                              

2
                                                       One that caused a lot                       

3
                 One I never knew                                                              

1
        all over the city                                      We cooked                                 

2
of pain                   to certain people                                                             

3
                                            He had a keen mind                                   

1
for each other                                                                               

2
                                  which always seemed to have a victim                                             

3
               and sense of humor                                                                

1
walked with each other                                                                               

2
                       a victim                              Some people                          

3
                                wandered anyplace we pleased                                              

1
                         He was a wise man                                                      

2
thought him charming-----                  and so he was                                                             

3
                                                        wise in his simplicity                     

1
                and he knew how to laugh                                                               

2
for some people                          He and my other brother were in                                                     

3
                                                                              

1
                                                      that made everyone think                     

2
their world                It could never have been mine                                                                

3
            and say things                                                                   

1
-----Everyone loved this one                               Everyone loved                                               

2
-----Everyone loved this one-----As the brother grew older                                                                              

3
-----Everyone loved this one                                                                              

1
this one                                       he was easy to love                                        

2
                        he grew more forgetful                     but not                                  

3
Everyone loved this one                                                                              

1
                                                 His world was a different one                            

2
kinder                           except to me-----                                                    

3
       because he was a good one                                                                        

1
                                                                              

2
He somehow came to respect me                          I think he respected me                                                 

3
                              a different world than mind                                                

1
but that made no difference                    (I think he realized that I                                                           

2
                            I think he realized that I would no longer take it                                                  

3
                                                                              

1
would no longer take it from him)-----                                                                              

2
from him                                       that I would no longer take it                                       

3
                                      (I think                                         

1
                                         He may even have thought                                     

2
from him              and he was correct                                                                 

3
         he realized)                                             may even                        

1
that he loved me                                                   When we                           

2
                                               Did he know how-----                               

3
                 have thought that he loved me                                                              

1
were together                                 When we were apart                                              

2
                               I doubt it-----                   I don’t think                            

3
              we were together                                                                 

1
                                                    I missed him                          

2
he knew how-----                  No one taught him              I’m not sure                                              

3
                Sweet soul of man                                                               

1
                      His gentleness                              His wisdom                           

2
he was ever loved-----                         We must feel loved                                                     

3
                                     His smile                                          

1
                                                                              

2
before we can pass it on                            and he became old-----                                                  

3
                         and then he became old-----                                                      

1
This friend-----                                                                              

2
                                 and he became ill----                                             

3
                This brother-----                     My brother remains                                         

1
and he died----------                                                                              

2
                                          My brother remains…                                    

3
                     and he died----------                                                         

Fort Bragg, 4/9/10

NOTHING AND EVERYTHING

1
I know that I know nothing        and that’s enough                                                                        

2
                           I know                   that I know nothing-----                                 

1
It’s too much                   knowing that you know nothing-----                                                            

2
              and that’s enough                                    I know                             

1
I know that I know nothing                   and that’s enough-----                                                            

2
that I know nothing        and that’s enough                       It’s too                                                

1
             It’s too much                       you know nothing----------                                           

2
much knowing               that you know nothing                                                                

1
                                        It’s arrogance                                       

2
                                                                              

3
It’s arrogance and you know it to be so                for knowing nothing                                                               

1
and you know it                       to be                for knowing nothing                                        

2
                                            It’s arrogance                                   

3
                is knowing everything                                                               

1
                                                                              

2
and you know it to be so                    for knowing nothing                                                            

3
                         which is arrogance                     even if                                  

1
                                                   I know that I know nothing                           

2
                      is knowing everything--------                                                        

3
everything is nothing                              I know that I know nothing                                                 

1
                  even if everything is nothing                                                            

2
and that’s enough                               and that’s enough----------                                                

3
                  even if everything is nothing                                                            

1
Imagine everything and nothing                                and imagine them                                               

2
                                       everything and nothing                                        

3
                               Imagine                                                

1
                       to be as far apart                  as nothing                                      

2
                                          and imagine them                                     

3
everything and nothing                                                                               

1
                                       as nothing                     Imagine                   

2
                    to be as far apart                                Imagine                          

3
from everything-----                              from everything-----Imagine                                                

1
everything                         and imagine them to be                                                       

2
                       and imagine them to be                                                       

3
           and nothing                                    as far apart                                 

1
                                            Imagine                 as nothing                

2
as far apart as nothing from everything-----Imagine-----as far apart                                                                               

3
as nothing from everything                                                                              

1
                                                 impossible if you knew-----                             

2
                    That would be impossible-----                                                          

3
from everything-----                                                                              

1
                           I know                   that I know nothing                                 

2
                                                                              

3
I know that I know nothing        and that’s enough                                                                        

1
and that’s enough                   that he only knew                                                           

2
and that’s enough-----Socrates said that he only knew that he knew nothing                                                                               

3
and that’s enough                                     that he knew nothing                                          

1
Socrates said-----                                                                              

2
                  which made him the wisest of men                    He knew                                        

3
                                 which made him the wisest of men-----                                             

1
     He knew only that he knew nothing-----                           I know                                              

2
only that he knew nothing                                                                              

3
                                           I know that I know nothing                                   

1
                  that I know nothing            I know-----and that’s enough                                                 

2
                                      I know-----I know-----and that’s enough                                        

3
and that’s enough                                I know-----and that’s enough                                               

1
-----It’s too much                               It’s too much-----------                                                

2
                           that you know nothing                                                    

3
                   Knowing                                                            

1
                                                           It’s arrogance                   

2
It’s arrogance and you know it to be so-----                                                                              

3
                                            It’s arrogance                                  

1
                                          and you know it to be so                                     

2
is knowing everything                                              is knowing                                 

3
                      for knowing nothing                                                         

1
               Imagine-----everything                                                                

2
everything-----Imagine                            and imagine them to be                                                  

3
               Imagine                and nothing                                                

1
             as nothing                                                                  

2
as far apart                                Yet they are alike                                                

3
                        from everything-----                   everything                                   

1
and nothing                           nothing                 which is nothing                                   

2
            Perhaps they are the same                                                                   

3
                                              being everything                                 

1
One and the same-----I don’t know----------                                                                              

2
One and the same                           I don’t know anything----------                                                   

3
One and the same                                                                              

1
and that’s why----------I have everything…                                                                              

2
and that’s why----------I have everything…                                                                              

3
and that’s why----------I have everything…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/13/10

(from improve., 4/12/10)

HE

1
A massive head of shocking white hair                cascading his head                                                               

2
                                      A massive head                                         

1
                           cascading his head-----               A massive                                    

2
of shocking white hair-----                       A massive head of shocking                                                       

1
of shocking white hair-----                              a considerable frame                                               

2
white hair                 This atop a considerable frame                                                              

1
                        Far more                         just enough-----                              

2
Far more than necessary          but just enough for him                                                                      

1
                        Far more than necessary but just enough for him-----                                                          

2
Far more than necessary but just enough for him                                                                              

1
                                         When we spoke                                      

2
                                                                              

3
When we spoke I believe he heard nothing               through his endless                                                               

1
          I believe               he heard nothing                                                       

2
                    When we spoke                  I believe                                          

3
monologue                                                    Through his                           

1
                                                      A massive head of                        

2
                  he heard nothing-----                                                            

3
endless monologue                      A massive head of shocking white hair                                                         

1
shocking white hair                    from his head               This atop                                            

2
                    cascading his head                                                           

3
                                                     cascading-----                         

1
a considerable frame                                                    He was                         

2
                                             but just enough for him-----                                 

3
                     Far more than necessary                                                          

1
bright but troubled               and with maintenance medication                                                                 

2
                                                                              

3
                    He was bright                                 but troubled                          

1
              and he knew all of this                                                                 

2
He was bright                                                     but troubled                           

3
                                      with maintenance medication                                         

1
-----He spoke this often                                                                               

2
                         and he knew of this                                                      

3
                                             with maintenance medication-----                                 

1
He spoke of this often-----Headlands was where he came                                                                               

2
He spoke of this often                                                                              

3
He spoke of this often                                  I met him there before                                           

1
                                            His feelings were hurt                                   

2
        But he comes only rarely these days                                                                       

3
we came                                                            and he does                   

1
                                            He comes only rarely these days                                 

2
                       He comes only rarely these days                                                       

3
not easily forgive-----                                                                              

1
                                                    and he does not easily                          

2
             His feelings were hurt and he does not easily forgive                                                                 

3
His feelings were hurt                                                                              

1
forgive-----A considerable frame                                                                              

2
                                                       but just enough for him                     

3
                                Far more than necessary                                               

1
----A considerable frame                                                                               

2
                         but just enough for him                                                     

3
                                                 far more than necessary------                            

1
He lives alone                                                                               

2
                            and practices his instrument alone----                                                  

3
               writes alone                                       He writes                          

1
                                     and lives alone-----He is lonely-----                                         

2
      practices his instrument alone                     He is lonely-----                                                    

3
alone                                                    He is lonely-----                           

1
and he knows it----bright                                         He studied                                      

2
and he knows it                        with maintenance drugs-----                                                      

3
and he knows it           and troubled                                                                    

1
music at a prestigious academy                  He plays well                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
                               He studied music               at an academy                                 

1
                 He plays well                       He writes                                        

2
He studied music                                                                               

3
                               He writes even better           in a style                                     

1
         even better                               in a style I admire                                       

2
                     He writes                                                          

3
I admire                       One must be careful                                                         

1
                                          One must be cautious with admiration                                    

2
                     One must be cautious with admiration                                                         

3
with admiration -----                                                                              

1
                because he takes it seriously-----                                                              

2
because he takes it seriously                     and that can be a burden                                                         

3
        because he takes it seriously                             and that can                                         

1
                                        of late middle age                                       

2
                     He is a lonely man                                                          

3
be a huge burden-----                                      a lonely man                                        

1
                and I would not wish our friendship                                                              

2
and I would not wish our friendship                                and I                                              

3
                                                    would not wish                           

1
our friendship                to extend beyond----------Headland’s Café…                                                              

2
                              to extend beyond----------Headland’s Café…                                                

3
               would not wish to extend beyond----------Headland’s Café…                                                               

Fort Bragg, 4/13/10

SHE

1
She needs---She needs so badly           someone to fill that enormous void                                                                    

2
                               She needs                                                

1
                       Deeper than forgetfulness                                                        

2
She needs so badly-----                          someone to fill that void                                                    

1
Deeper than pain---                          Deeper than forgiveness                                                    

2
                   Deeper than forgetfulness                         Deeper                                   

1
              Her need                         is endlessly vast-----                                         

2
than pain-----         Deeper than forgiveness                       Her need                                                   

1
and she must find someone                   to fill it                                                             

2
                          is endlessly vast            and she must find                                         

1
                   and she has----------                                                           

2
someone to fill it                      and she has----------                                                        

3
She has found a caretaker               with needs of her own                            

4
                          She has found                       a caretaker-----                              

3
A caretaker                       who is skilled-----            through                                             

4
            with needs of her own                    A caretaker                                                

3
practice                at caretaking                    One who has struggled                                            

4
         who is skilled               through practice---                                                       

3
              who struggles still-----                      to let go of her                                          

4
at caretaking                         One who has struggled                                                       

3
obsessiveness                     But continues                                                           

4
              who struggles still               to let go of her obsessiveness                                                 

3
for she has a need as well                 caregiving----------                                                             

4
            for she has a need as well-----caregiving----------                                                                  

1
She is in crisis---a popular term                  in some circles                                                           

2
                                                                              

3
                                  She is in crisis                                            

4
                                                                              

1
                overused                                  vague                              

2
                                         She is in crisis       a popular term                               

3
a popular term           in some circles                                                                     

4
                                                                              

1
but accurate          in her case                                                                      

2
                                  in some circles-----                                            

3
             overused                                                                 

4
                                                      She is in crisis                        

1
a constant state                               which serves her well-----                                                

2
                       overused                                                        

3
                 vague                                                              

4
                                a popular term                                               

1
She needs so badly----someone----                                                                            

2
She needs so badly               someone----                                                 

3
She needs so badly                          Someone to fill that enormous void                                                    

4
She needs so badly                                          Someone to fill                                    

1
                       Deeper than forgetfulness                                                        

2
                                                                  Deeper than            

3
                                                                              

4
that enormous void-----                          Deeper than pain                                                     

1
                Her need is endless and she must find someone to fill it                                                              

2
forgiveness-----                                        Her need is endless                                      

3
                                    Her need is endless and she must find                                          

4
                                                        Her need is endless                      

1
                                     and she has-----A caretaker with needs                                         

2
and she must find someone to fill it and she has                                                                             

3
someone to fill it                   and she has                 A caretaker                                          

4
and she must find someone to fill it and she has                                                                             

1
of her own                                                                              

2
                          She is in crisis                                                    

3
with needs of her own-----                                                                              

4
                                        A constant state which serves her well                                  

1
                      A constant state-----                                                        

2
                                                                endlessly-----              

3
which serves her well                                                                               

4
                                           A constant state-----                                   

1
She is in crisis----and she has found another                                                                              

2
She is in crisis                                         to support her need                                  

3
She is in crisis                and she has found another                                                             

4
She is in crisis                                                    so support                                 

1
                     for she has a need as well----------caretaking…                                                         

2
                                                         caretaking…                     

3
         for she has a need as well                      caretaking…                                               

4
her need                                                 caretaking…                             

Fort Bragg, 4/14-15/10

THEY

1
This is a curious one         but aren’t we all            This one never knew                                                       

2
                      This is                   a curious one                                       

1
                  what he wanted                         This one is                                     

2
but aren’t we all                This one never knew-----                                                               

1
one of many                      This is a curious one                                                         

2
This one is one of many----------                      but aren’t we all-----                                                        

1
Never knew what he wanted                               never knew                                                 

2
                          but wanted it desperately-----           but wanted                                          

1
-----never wanted              This is a curious one-----but aren’t we all----                                                                 

2
                  but knew-----This is a curious one                                                           

1
                      He didn’t want what he had-----                                                         

2
but aren’t we all-----               He didn’t want what he had-----He didn’t                                              

1
     He didn’t have what he wanted-----               He knew there was                                                          

2
have what he wanted                    He didn’t want                                                          

1
something else             but had no idea                   what it was                                                

2
               what he had                 He knew there was                                                

1
                but had no idea what it was but wanted it desperately---------                                                              

2
but had no idea what it was                 but wanted it desperately---------                                                             

1
This is a curious one-----This one lived a life of quiet desperation                                                                              

2
This is a curious one                                                                              

3
This is a curious one                                                 This one                              

1
                      as do most of the people                                                        

2
             This one                                               lived                   

3
lived a life                                   of quiet desperation                                            

1
       he knew                          or anyone would know                                               

2
a life                                                               of quiet                

3
               as do most of the people                      he knew                                          

1
                                                                              

2
desperation           as do most of the people            he knew-----                                                         

3
            or anyone                          would know                                          

1
but don’t we all-----This one never knew what he wanted                                                                               

2
but don’t we all                                        This one never knew                                      

3
but don’t we all                                                                               

1
              but he wanted it                           desperately                                       

2
                               what he wanted                        but he                        

3
-----This one                                 never knew                                               

1
                                         He didn’t know                                      

2
wanted it                desperately-----                                                               

3
          what he wanted                                but he wanted it                                     

1
            what he had                    He knew                                                

2
                        He didn’t know-----        what he had                                                

3
desperately                                                    He didn’t know                           

1
there was something else         but had no idea                                                                       

2
                         He knew                 there was something else                                     

3
                                                                              

1
what it was                                                                               

2
            but had no idea-----                                 what it was                                  

3
                                He knew there was something else                                              

1
                                                   This is a curious one------                           

2
                but had no idea what it was--------This is a curious one                                                              

3
but had no idea what it was                        This is a curious one                                                      

1
This one lived a life          of quiet desperation              as do most of                                                        

2
                                                                              

3
                      This one                      lived a life                                    

1
the people                                               This one lived a life                               

2
                                   This one lived a life of quiet desperation                                          

3
           of quiet desperation-----                                                                   

1
of quiet desperation---------                                                                              

2
                                                           desperation--------                  

3
                              of quiet desperation---------                                                

1
A life of quiet desperation                               Quiet because this                                               

2
                                          desperation-----                                    

3
          A life of quiet desperation-----                                                                    

1
one knew               there was no escape                                                                 

2
         Quiet because                     this one knew                                                 

3
                                                         Quiet because-----                     

1
                                                                              

2
there was no escape-----no escape                   The desperation was felt                                                            

3
                                  This one knew-----                                            

1
The desperation                   was felt by those                                                             

2
                by those who knew                                   there was                           

3
                                                    The desperation                           

1
            those who knew-----                                       who knew                           

2
another way                             was felt by those who knew----                                                  

3
                               was felt by those who knew                                               

1
there was another way                       And not felt by those                                                    

2
who knew there was another way                                                                              

3
                               another way---            And not felt by those                         

1
who knew of nothing                                                                               

2
                                     and not felt                   by those                     

3
                    by those who knew             by those who knew of nothing                                             

1
         by those who knew of nothing----------of nothing better and figured                                                                    

2
who knew of nothing                            of nothing better                                                  

3
                                               of nothing better                               

1
they had all they could hope for                           and consequently                                   

2
                                                                              

3
                                 The desperation was quiet                                              

1
                               they could hope for                                               

2
                  they had all they could hope for                                                           

3
because they knew they had all                     There was no way out                                                          

1
and consequently they hoped for nothing                           So nothing                                                   

2
                 and consequently they hoped for nothing----------                                                             

3
and consequently they hoped for nothing                                                                              

1
is what they got                                      This one never knew what                                        

2
                            is what they got----------This one never knew what                                                  

3
So nothing is what they got                           This one never knew what                                                   

1
he wanted---------but wanted it desperately---------and got nothing---------                                                                              

2
he wanted---------but wanted it desperately---------and got nothing---------                                                                              

3
he wanted---------but wanted it desperately---------and got nothing---------                                                                              

1
got nothing----------nothing…                                                                              

2
got nothing----------nothing…                                                                              

3
got nothing----------nothing…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/18-19/10  (from journal entry 4/18/10)

SHE

1
She invited me to join her so I joined her                                                                              

2
She invited me to join her                 thinking                                                             

3
She invited me to join her                          what a marvelous unknown                                                    

1
-----She invited me to join her                so I joined her                                                              

2
                                She invited me                 to join her                              

3
                                                                              

1
               thinking---                what a marvelous unknown soul                                               

2
                          so I joined her                                                     

3
She invited me                                                                               

1
                     to portrait                                                          

2
            thinking             what a marvelous unknown soul                                                      

3
to join her                                                    so I joined her                           

1
-----Then the next table opened                          and I took it                                                    

2
                                to portrait                                               

3
                                            thinking-----              what a                    

1
                                                              thinking-----                

2
                       Then the next table opened                                                        

3
marvelous unknown soul                            to portrait                                                    

1
                                         I had passed on the opportunity                                     

2
and I took it                                                                               

3
              Then the next table opened                                                                 

1
                                    of portraiting                                           

2
                         thinking---               I had passed                                       

3
and I took it thinking---                                       thinking-----                                       

1
                   a vastly interesting subject                                                            

2
on the opportunity                                           of portraiting                                    

3
                                                I had passed                               

1
but realizing                    she was only feet away                                                            

2
                                                        a vastly interesting                      

3
              on the opportunity                                                                 

1
        and I was actually in a better position                                                                      

2
subject                                                            in a better                   

3
                           and I was actually in a better position                                                                      

1
             She invited me to join her                so I joined her                                                 

2
position-----               She invited me to join her                                                               

3
             She invited me to join her                                                                 

1
               thinking             I was actually in a better position                                                  

2
She invited me          to join her                                                                      

1
             because-----          I could study her                                                        

2
thinking-----            I was-----                  actually in a better                                                

1
         without appearing so obvious                           and could be                                           

2
position                              because I could study her                                                  

1
more thorough                           in the process                                                     

2
              without appearing obvious                and could be more                                                 

1
                            She invited me to join her so I joined her-----                                                  

2
thorough in the process-----She invited me to join her                                                                              

1
thinking-----what a marvelous unknown soul---Then the next table opened and I                                                                              

1
took it---thinking---what a marvelous unknown soul to portrait---thinking---                                                                              

1
I had passed on the opportunity of portraiting a vastly interesting subject---                                                                              

1
but realizing that she was only feet away and I was actually---was actually                                                                              

1
I was actually in a better position because I could study her without                                                                               

1
appearing so obvious and could be more thorough in the process

1
                  without appearing so obvious-----                                                            

2
without appearing so obvious                       A buxom young lass                                                       

1
I could study her                    without appearing so obvious                                                           

2
                  Buxom to the point                          of being obese                                        

1
and more thorough in the process                   A buxom young lass                                                            

2
                                 which she was-----                  rather is                           

1
Buxom to the point of being obese                    which she was                                                          

2
                   Buxom to the point of being obese               rather is                                            

1
Her hair is in many tones          mostly stringy               She has                                                        

2
                          Her hair                in many tones                                      

1
a loud voice                A wicked suggesting          hedonistic                                                        

2
             mostly stringy                     A wicked            suggesting                                  

1
tint to her eyes                                 She has a loud voice-----                                              

2
                 hedonistic tint to her eyes-----She has a loud voice                                                             

1
One which fits well with the rest of her                                                                              

2
                    One which fits well with the rest of her-----                                                          

1
She invited me to join her so I joined her                                                                               

2
She invited me to join her                 thinking-----                                                             

3
She invited me to join her                              What a marvelous                                                

1
                             A companion has joined her             He would                                     

2
                                                                              

3
unknown soul to portrait-----                           A companion 

1
also be                a marvelous unknown soul             to portrait-----                                                   

2
                                                A companion                               

3
        has joined her                                                                       

1
                          He would also be a marvelous soul to portrait-----                                                    

2
         He would also be a marvelous soul to portrait                                                                     

3
He would also be                                                                              

1
                      She is                          a studying one                               

2
She is a studying one        with books and magazines                                                                        

3
                                                                              

1
                   with books and magazines                       covering                                     

2
covering the table                                                                               

3
                                            She is a studying one                                   

1
the table-----                              Her voice          is quick                                       

2
              Also a pack of cigarettes-----                                                                 

3
                                                      Her face                         

1
                   low and cheerful                                                            

2
                                    He has left---she is back at work                                          

3
holds half a smile                                                                               

1
                                                                She is dressed              

2
            others arrive and greet her                                                                   

3
He has left                             She is back at work-----                                                  

1
as many young obese women are dressed                                                                               

2
                                                     A buxom young lass                         

3
                                      She is dressed                                         

1
uniquely                                   perhaps creatively                                             

2
         Buxom to the point of being obese                                                                      

3
                                                              uniquely                

1
              with layers of clothing                            bright colors                                   

2
which she was                                           rather is                                    

3
                                      perhaps creatively                                        

1
                                                       a variety of fabrics                       

2
                            Her hair is of many colors                                                   

3
with layers of clothing-----                                                                              

1
                             some excessively worn                                                  

2
              mostly stringy                      She has a loud voice                                          

3
bright colors                                             She has a loud voice                                 

2
She has gone to the rest room                    Has been gone a long time                                                           

3
                              Her voice is quick                                                 

2
                 I wonder-----                            what she is doing                                 

3
low and cheerful              Her face holds half a smile                                                                 

2
                         Now she has returned                 I’m painting                                     

3
A wicked hedonistic look                      to her eyes-----                                                         

2
her portrait with words                  Shaping           toning                                                   

3
I’m painting her portrait with words-----        measuring        informing                                                               

2
           with words-----That’s my language-----                                                                   

3
with words                                       I’ve said nothing about her                                        

3
I’ve said nothing---only that which surrounds her including her flesh---                                                                             

3
I’ve said nothing about her and it would be arrogant of me to make any                                                                              

3
assumptions or assertions or pass any judgments---even if I were accurate for                                                                               

3
I know nothing of her inner life---only what I am guessing---for the real                                                                              

3
person is as unknown to me as I am to myself-----She is a stranger-----but----                                                                              

1
She invited me to join her so I joined her thinking-----                                                                             

2
She invited me to join her                              thinking-----                                                

3
She invited me to join her                                                                              

1
                                  What a marvelous unknown soul to portrait                                                                              

2
                 What a marvelous unknown soul to portrait                                                             

3
What a marvelous unknown soul to portrait                                                                              

1
                                                                              

2
-----But I’ve said nothing-----nothing about her-----                                                                              

3
                                                     I’ve said nothing-----                         

1
Only that which surrounds her                                                                              

2
                                                    including her flesh-----                          

3
                              That which covers her                                                 

1
And it would be arrogant of me                                                                              

2
                                               to make any assumptions                               

3
                And it would be arrogant of me                                                              

1
assertions                                          for I know nothing of her                                     

2
                                 for I know nothing of her inner life                                             

3
           or pass any judgments                                                                   

1
inner life                               For the real person-----is unknown                                                

2
                                         For the real person-----is-unknown                                     

3
           Only what I’m guessing at-----For the real person-----is unknown                                                                   

1
to me----------as am I---------to myself…                                                                              

2
to me----------as am I---------to myself…                                                                              

3
to me----------as am I---------to myself…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, Headlands Café, 4/20/10

(an improvisation)

THEY

1
Two intense souls playing ‘Go’-----One Asian and the other otherwise-----                                                                               

2
                                                                              

1
                  Eyes riveted to the board                  Two intense souls                                           

2
Two intense souls                           playing ‘Go’-----                                                    

1
playing ‘Go’                   Eyes riveted to the board-----                                                           

2
Two intense souls playing ‘Go’                               Eyes riveted                                               

1
on which there is a growing number              of oval shaped stones                                                                 

2
                                   to the board                       on which                    

1
                          ivory or plastic                       They could be                              

2
there is a growing number                  of oval shaped stones                                                              

1
polished stones                but that is possible-----                                                               

2
                I doubt it-----                          possible but doubtful                                  

1
                                        Two intense souls                                       

2
                                                          I look beyond them                    

3
I look beyond them---through the window                                                                              

1
                    playing ‘Go’                    One Asian                                      

2
                                 through the window                                              

3
south to the cliffs                                           just south of                                   

1
             one otherwise-----                                                                  

2
                               I never learned the game ‘Go’                                               

3
this village                                                 I never learned                             

1
                                        I never learned                                       

2
It has the tone of a game                               requiring severe                                                

3
                          the game ‘Go’                                                    

1
                                  the game ‘Go’                                            

2
concentration-----                              and the ability of making                                                

3
                  It has the tone                                                            

1
                                                                              

2
intense decisions                               The Asian with folded hands                                               

3
and the ability of making intense decisions-----                                                                              

1
The Asian                           with hands folded                                                    

2
          eyes riveted to the board                            silently------                                       

3
                                                      The Asian                         

1
eyes cast to the board-----                                                                               

2
                           The other                  chin resting in her hand                                   

3
                                     with hands folded                                          

1
silently-------                                           The other                                    

2
                                      deeply concentrated                                         

3
               Eyes cast to the board                              silent-----                                 

1
                         chin resting in her hand-----                                                      

2
I believe it is her turn                                        Finally                                       

3
                                                      The other                         

1
          deeply concentrated                                                                     

2
she moves                                              And the other pounces                                 

3
                              Chin resting in her hand                                                 

1
And the other pounces with a quick sudden move-----                                                                              

2
with a quick sudden move                                                                              

3
                                                   A sudden move-----                           

1
He always seems ready-----The ocean is rolling-----A strong wind lifts it high                                                                              

2
He always seems ready                                                                              

3
He always seems ready                                                                              

1
on the cliffs                                                    The sun                          

2
                                   I never learned the game ‘Go’                                           

3
              The ocean is rolling                                                                 

1
is edging to the horizon                            and the clouds                                                    

2
                                       playing ‘Go’                                       

3
                         on the cliffs                             The sun                         

1
                                                                and the clouds              

2
                         One Asian---one otherwise                                                     

3
is edging to the horizon                         and the clouds have scattered                                                    

1
have scattered harmlessly-------Two intense souls playing ‘Go’                                                                              

2
                                Two intense souls playing ‘Go’-----The battle                                              

3
harmlessly                      Two intense souls playing ‘Go’                                                         

1
                                         still engaged-----                                      

2
seems won but the other is still engaged                                                                              

3
                                                           but the other                   

1
                     riveted to the board                                                          

2
The battle seems won                                                                              

3
                                          but the other is still engaged                                    

1
elbows on the table                                    but the other is                                           

2
                                         but the other is still engaged                                     

3
                    riveted to the board                                                           

1
still engaged                                           contemplating-----                                    

2
                                  folded over his chest                                             

3
              elbows on the table                                                                

1
                                                                              

2
                  I think I might like to know one of them-----                                                            

3
contemplating-----                                             To know one                                 

1
        I think-----                         The ocean is rolling                                              

2
                    and I know which one-----                                                          

3
of them                                                          A strong wind                   

1
                                                   A strong wind                            

2
Now leaning back               now leaning forward                                                                 

3
                 lifts it high                                   on the cliffs                           

1
                        lifts it high                                                      

2
The game is progressing                                        on the cliffs                                       

3
                                      The sun is edging to the horizon                                       

1
                                                                              

2
The number of stones on the board                 have increased significantly                                                          

3
                                  and the clouds have                                            

1
and the clouds have scattered harmlessly                It’s a perplexing game                                                         

2
                                                        It’s a perplexing game                      

3
               and the clouds have scattered harmlessly It’s a perplexing game                                                              

1
-----I have few clues                                                                              

2
                      I look beyond them                        through                                

3
                                         It’s a perplexing game                                      

1
           I would not dare interrupt                                                                   

2
the window                            south to the cliffs                                                  

3
                                                          I have few clues                    

1
                           and would not be welcome                                                    

2
just south of this village                                                                              

3
                                                    I would not dare interrupt                          

1
                                  They just move about                                             

2
I never learned the game ‘Go’-----                                                                               

3
                                                       it seems aimless                       

1
                         but with such design                                                     

2
but with such design-----                                       Two intense                                       

3
                                  but with such design----------                                            

1
                               one otherwise----                                             

2
souls playing ‘Go’----                         What have I learned about them                                                   

3
                      One Asian                                                        

1
                                                                     What have         

2
                    other than that they are playing ‘Go’                                                           

3
What have I learned                                       about them                                         

1
I learned                                other than that                                              

2
                      other than that----           that they are playing ‘Go’                                             

3
           about them                                                                    

1
                                                      And they play on                         

2
                               Perhaps that is enough                                                 

3
and are extremely intense-----                                                                              

1
                                         And they play on                                      

2
                  Perhaps that is enough                                                             

3
silently----------                                        silently----------                                      

1
intensely focused on the game                                                                              

2
                                               Could they possibly enjoy it                                

3
                              Severely focused                                                 

1
                              Perhaps that is enough                                                 

2
            The challenge-----                                                                 

3
on the game                                          Could they enjoy it                                     

1
Winning-----                      The other says ‘I did it all wrong’                                                        

2
            The tension has eased                                                                   

3
                                                                              

1
                                     Now they are discussing the game                                         

2
The tension has eased                                                                               

3
                      The other says                                  ‘I did                       

1
              with energy                                                                 

2
                          The strategy                      Now they are                               

3
it all wrong’                          What might have been                                                      

1
                     A lightness in this room                                                          

2
smiling and laughing                                    A lightness---------                                          

3
                                              I feel it                                

1
Two intense souls playing ‘Go’-----Now the Asian has placed a few stones                                                                              

2
Two intense souls playing ‘Go’                                                                              

3
Two intense souls playing ‘Go’                                                                              

1
on the board                                          He is the Master                                     

2
                                    He is instructing                                           

3
             Black and white stones                                                                  

1
                                                   The sun is edging closer                           

2
                          The sun is edging closer to the horizon                                                    

3
The other the student-----                                                                              

1
to the horizon                                      Others have drifted into                                        

2
                             The sea remains a fury                                                  

3
               edging closer                                                               

1
the room                       ordering drinks and food                                                        

2
                                                        I am engaged with                      

3
         closer to the horizon                                                                      

1
           Painting and pasting with words                                                                    

2
my passion                                                                               

3
                                          a portrait of two souls playing ‘Go’                                   

1
----------Lost in the pleasure of my game…                                                                              

2
----------Lost in the pleasure of my game…                                                                              

3
----------Lost in the pleasure of my game…                                                                              

Mendocino Hotel, Mendocino, 4/21/10

HE

1
A gentle soul this one---A sweet fresh mind---He took his world and made it                                                                              

2
                                                                              

1
what it is---No finer place to be-----                       A gentle soul                                                       

2
                                      A gentle soul this one                                         

1
                   this one                   A sweet fresh mind                                        

2
A sweet fresh mind          He took his world                    and made it                                                  

1
               He took his world                      and made it what it is                                          

2
what it is-----                  No finer place to be                                                            

1
No finer place to be-----His path was clear before him                                                                               

2
No finer place to be                                   His path was clear                                           

1
He took it well            This so uncommon common man                                                                   

2
                before him                             He took it well-----                                 

1
 This so uncommon common man-----A gentle soul this one                                                                             

2
                                 A gentle soul this one                                             

3
                                 A gentle soul this one-----A sweet fresh mind                                             

1
               This so uncommon common man                     I know so well                                          

2
I know so well                             or maybe not at all                                                   

3
                                                                              

1
                            or maybe not at all                                                   

2
But this portrait is of him                                                                               

3
                                                This so uncommon common man                              

1
       This portrait is of him                                   not me                                     

2
not me-                                       And so I turn away                                        

3
                               I know so well                                                

1
                        This is a soul of satisfaction                                                       

2
                                                       to this uncommon                        

3
or maybe not at all-----                                                                              

1
           He knows how to do it                                                                    

2
common man                                      from this soul of satisfaction                                     

3
                                And so I turn away                                              

1
and he does it                      He knows how to do it and so it’s done----                                                        

2
                           He knows how to do it          and so it’s done----                                        

3
       does it his way-----                               and so it’s done----                                        

1
A gentle soul-----a sweet fresh mind-----I think I know his mind and soul                                                                              

2
A gentle soul-----a sweet fresh mind                                                                              

3
A gentle soul-----a sweet fresh mind                    his mind and soul                                                          

1
                                 because we improvise                                              

2
I think I know his mind and soul                               I know                                                 

3
I think I know                                       His mind         and soul                               

1
and while we do                   we share our minds                                                            

2
                his mind and soul                                                               

3
                                                     because we improvise                         

1
                                                                  and souls            

2
and while we do                      we share our minds and souls                                                         

3
                because we improvise                                                               

1
                                And while we do we share our minds and souls                                                                              

2
                And while we do we share our minds and souls                                                                              

3
And while we do we share our minds and souls                                                                              

1
                                                                 an early time             

2
                             There was                                                  

3
-----There was an early time           when I had to wait for it                                                                     

1
                                                   When I had to wait for it                           

2
          and listen to it               as did he                                                       

3
There was                  an early time                                                             

1
                                                 as did he            but now                 

2
But now                           it just passes           between us                                           

3
        when I had to wait for it                                                                      

1
             it just passes                          between this gentle soul                                        

2
effortlessly                between this gentle soul and me                                                               

3
                                                                              

1
and me                              But this portrait is of him not me and so                                                

2
                                    But this portrait is of him not me                                          

3
between this gentle soul and me-----But this portrait is of him not me                                                                              

1
I turn to this uncommon common man                           Today I asked him                                                 

2
                                                 my friend---                             

3
                                   And so I turn                                            

1
                                 if he felt                                             

2
                                            This soul of satisfaction                                  

3
to this most uncommon common man                                   I asked him                                        

1
if he felt that I was sermonizing                       when we improvise                                                       

2
                                  He knows how to do it                                             

3
                                                                              

1
                                                  and he replied                             

2
and he does it                                                   A gentle soul                            

3
                if he felt that I was sermonizing                                                              

1
         ‘Just the right amount’                                                                     

2
this one                                       A fresh sweet mind                                         

3
                                 an he replied                    ‘Just the                          

1
                                                   I think I know because we                           

2
                  I think I know his mind and soul                                                            

3
right amount’-----               his mind and soul I think I know                                                               

1
improvise together                                    Now we listen to each                                        

2
                   We know each other well                                                           

3
                           We know each other well-----                                                   

1
other                                                and become the experience                          

2
      without listening            without responding                                                    

3
                        and respond                                                       

1
                                                  But this portrait is of                            

2
rather than experiencing it-----                                           

3
                                But this portrait is of him not me                                             

1
him not me                                    and he appears-----                                          

2
           and so I turn away-----                               This gentle                                    

3
                                  I turn away                                            

1
                        He took his world                                                      

2
soul                                      and made it what it is----------                                        

3
     A sweet fresh mind                                                                         

1
No finer place to be…                                                                              

2
No finer place to be…                                                                              

3
No finer place to be…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 4/24/10

(from journal entry, 4/23/10)

HE

1
I love him because he’s crazy---and if he isn’t I am---                                                                             

2
                                                       And if he isn’t                       

1
because he’s crazy            because he’s crazy                                                                   

2
                   I love him                    and if he isn’t-----and if                                       

1
         I am-----I am-----but he is-----he is                 and he is-----                                                   

2
he isn’t                   but he is-----he is-----and I’m not                                                           

1
           I love him because he’s crazy----------                                                                  

2
I love him because he’s crazy                     I love him because of his                                                             

1
                I love him                because of his outrageous mind                                              

2
outrageous mind            always leaping                                                                  

1
                            always leaping from one plateau to another                                                 

2
from one plateau to another                                                                              

1
               because of his outrageous mind I love him                                                              

2
to another-----                               I love him because of his                                              

3
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
outrageous mind-----                                                                             

3
                    Full and cognizant of the gift of himself to himself-----                                                         

1
                       Full and cognizant                                                       

2
of the gift of himself                    to himself                                                         

3
                                                     of himself----------                        

1
I love him because he’s crazy                                I am                                              

2
                                             And if he isn’t                                 

3
           because he’s crazy I love him-----                      but he is                                             

1
                     because of his outrageous mind                                                         

2
His madness reserved                               for those who appreciate it                                              

3
                                                                             

1
               Full and cognizant                     of the gift of himself                                          

2
                                  and there are those                                            

3
always leaping                                                                              

1
                                                          I love him because                   

2
              to himself                                  I love him because                              

3
Robust spirit            Robust spirit and heart----------I love him because                                                                  

1
he’s crazy-----because he’s crazy                          is some manner                                                   

2
he’s crazy-----because he’s crazy-----He lives the streets                                                                              

3
he’s crazy-----because he’s crazy                                                                             

1
                                          for the thirty years I’ve known him                                   

2
His madness reserved                                                                              

3
                     He lives the streets                                                         

1
                                           Lives them with class                                   

2
               for those who appreciate it                       and I’m                                       

3
in some manner                                                                              

1
                                                    always creating                          

2
one of them-----                                                    and I’m                          

3
                for the thirty years I’ve known him                                                              

1
            something new                       I love him because he’s crazy                                           

2
one of them               always creating-------I love him because he’s crazy                                                              

3
                                                I love him because he’s crazy                                                  

1
Always creating                                                                              

2
                something new                    and progressing beyond                                         

3
                              from something old                                               

1
to some new new---                                        Full and cognizant                                  

2
                  Robust spirit and heart                                                         

3
                                Robust spirit and heart---                                           

1
of the gift of himself                                            to himself                                  

2
Full and cognizant of the gift of himself                                                                             

3
                          Full and cognizant of the gift of himself                                                   

1
                                                     always leaping from one                        

2
I love him because of his outrageous mind                                                                             

3
           I love him because of his outrageous mind                                                                  

1
plateau                to another                                                               

2
                                                   Always leaping                           

3
        Always leaping            from one plateau                to another                                           

1
                 Always leaping                                progressing on                             

2
from one plateau                to another-----                                                              

3
                                               And progressing                               

1
                 Because he’s crazy            Because he’s crazy-----                                                

2
to a new new-----                   I love him                                                           

3
                 Because he’s crazy            Because he’s crazy-----                                                            

1
                                               A veteran of Vietnam                              

2
A veteran of Vietnam still carrying his wounds                      but rising                                                        

3
                                                                             

1
           Still carrying his wounds                                                                   

2
above them                                                   to create                           

3
                                     Robust spirit and heart                                        

1
             but rising above them-----                       to create                                         

2
his universe                                                                             

3
                                       His life a performance                                      

1
his universe                                                 but rising                            

2
                                   still carrying the wounds                                           

3
             rich of integrity-----                                                                

1
above them                                      His life a performance-----                                       

2
                     to create his universe-----                                            

3
           to create his universe                                                                  

1
                               finer suited to perform it---than himself                                              

2
And no one                                                                              

3
           no one finer suited                              to perform it                                     

1
                                     tender hearted                                         

2
                 This tender hearted                          tender hearted                                   

3
than himself-----                                   exuberant                                           

1
provocative                           tender hearted-----                                                   

2
            soulful           soulful                    rebellious warrior                                   

3
                    exuberant                                                          

1
          His kind must never die----------must never die…                                                                   

2
----------His kind must never die----------must never die…                                                                             

3
          His kind must never die----------must never die…                                                                   

Fort Bragg, 4/29/10

(from journal entry, 4/28/10)

HERSELF

1
More for herself than for her products---products being a part of self but not                                                                             

2
                                                                              

1
self alone-----self alone                  More for herself than her products                                                            

2
                          More for herself                                                     

1
                                      being a product                                       

2
-----Products being a product of self                 but not self enough                                                             

1
of self-----                 More for herself than her products                                                           

2
            More for herself than her products                  Products being                                                

1
                  Products being                     a product of self-----                                       

2
a product of self                but not self enough                                                               

3
                                                                             

1
                      She is there                 no doubt                                       

2
                                                            She is there-----                  

3
She is there no doubt              in her products                                                               

1
                          in her products                         No other one                           

2
                                          no doubt                                     

3
No other one would say it                          as she said it                                                   

1
                would say it                               as she said it                              

2
in her products                               No other one                                                

3
                             No other one-----                                                

1
                                                                 No other one                 

2
                     would say it                                                          

3
would care to say it              No other one could say it-----                                                                

1
               would care to say it        as she said it--------                                                       

2
as she said it                                                   No other one                           

3
                                    as she said it                                         

1
No other one would care to say it                    as she said it                                                         

2
would care to say it                                 as she said it----------                                             

3
                   No other one would care to say it as she said it                                                          

1
                                  were as much                                            

2
Her products were as much herself                           as herself                                                   

3
                                               Her products                               

1
             herself                 as herself                 as herself                                

2
                     but not herself                                                          

3
were as much                                    as much herself                                          

1
-----but not herself-----Her writings could not be understood                                                                              

2
-----but not herself                                            Her writings                                

3
-----but not herself                                                                             

1
but she could                         when she wanted to                                                      

2
              could not be understood                    but she could                                            

3
                                                                             

1
which was sometimes            unless she wanted to                                                                 

2
                    unless she wanted to            which was sometimes-------                                              

3
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                              

3
More for herself than for her products---products being a product of self but                                                                             

1
                    Those who appreciated her appreciated her products                                                         

2
                                                                              

3
not self enough-----                                                                             

1
                          but only because                                                    

2
                                                                    Those who          

3
Those who appreciated her                  appreciated her products                                                             

1
                because they came from her                                                             

2
appreciated her                                                                              

3
                                  but only because they came from her-----                                           

1
                 More for herself than for her writings                                                            

2
More for herself than for her writing                                                                             

3
                                  More for herself than for her writings-----                                                            

1
But knowing her made it possible                              to know her                                                

2
                                                                             

3
                                 Knowing her made it possible                                            

1
writings                        in a way                                                       

2
                    Knowing her                               made it possible                           

3
         for anyone                      to know her writings                                                

1
                    they would never have known                                                         

2
         for anyone                             to know her writings                                        

3
in a way                                                            they would                 

1
                          to know                For it would not have come                                  

2
                 in a way                                         For it would                    

3
never have known                   otherwise-----                                                           

1
from her                                         And without her----------                                    

2
not have come from her                           And without her----------                                                  

3
    For it would not have come from her----------And without her----------                                                                         

1
would have been nothing----------but not self enough…                                                                             

2
would have been nothing----------but not self enough…                                                                             

3
would have been nothing----------but not self enough…                                                                             

Fort Bragg, 5/9/10

(from journal entry same day)
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