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PURLOINED FROM ‘PURLOININGS’

BY

TOBY LURIE
PREFACE

In this book, it’s my intention to take a good part of the text from my book Purloinings and reproduce it, in my current style of multiple voices, to a composition for Quartet.  The original was an example of augmentation and dim-

inution, and is clearly explained by those lines which appear in parentheses.

That concept is not suggested in this book, nor was it intended

As with my other books I continue to compose my word-texts using the materials of music:  rondo, fugue, sonata, counterpoint and rhythm, the heartbeat of language and music.  Dashes indicate silence and can never be overemphasized.

I would urge that this text be read aloud in order to be most fully understood and appreciated.

Toby Lurie

Fort Bragg, 3/22/10

PROLOGUE

1
I’m losing language I know it                     Slowly-----                                                        

2
                              I’m losing language            I know it                                    

1
irretrievably            but in the process               I’m gaining form                                                    

2
              Slowly-----                   irretrievably                                             

1
                    I’m losing language I know it                                                          

2
I’m losing language I know it                     but in the process                                                        

1
but in the process I’m gaining form          irretrievably                                                                   

2
I’m gaining form                    Slowly---              but in the process                                            

1
                 but in the process             I’m gaining form                                                 

2
I’m gaining form                    a trade-off                 whose benefits                                         

1
a trade-off                             I’m losing language--------I know it…                                                 

2
            far exceed the losses-------I’m losing language--------I know it…                                                                 

I

1
Stroking the bark of this tree                   in Buena Vista Park                                                           

2
                               Stroking the bark                                               

1
             The sun frozen                     for an instant                                             

2
of this tree                in Buena Vista Park                the sun frozen                                              

1
on eternity                I reach across the years             and stroke                                                  

2
            for an instant                          on eternity                                         

1
your flesh-----               I reach across the years and stroke your flesh                                                  

2
               I reach across the years and stroke your flesh                                                              

3
-----Make it lean                     Make it lean         Scrape off the rust                                                

4
                  Scrape off the rust              Simplify                                               

3
             Let the words stretch                 Avoid pretension                                                 

4
Simplify-----                      and breathe-----                 stretch                                      

3
            and pontification-----           and pontification----                                                      

4
and breathe                       pretension                      Remember----                                      

3
Remember your truth-----                       only to you----------                                                      

4
                        Your truth belongs-----only to you----------                                                     

1
An angry man from Haight Street                                                                             

2
                                Make it lean                                              

3
                                             Stroking the bark of this tree                                

4
                                                                             

1
             whom I offered to help                                                                

2
                                                                             

3
                                    in Buena Vista Park                                          

4
An angry man                                            from Haight Street                                  

1
                            told me                                                  

2
Make it lean                                                                              

3
             The sun frozen         for an instant                                                         

4
                                                   whom I offered to help                          

1
Go take a flying fuck at the moon                                                                              

2
                                                      Let the words stretch                       

3
                                  on eternity                                            

4
                                              told me                               

1
                                 I do love that moon                                           

2
and breathe---stretch and breath                                                                               

3
                                                     I reach across the years                      

4
                                                                             

1
in all her moods                                                                             

2
                 Scrape off the rust                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
                                     Go take a flying fuck at the moon-----                                        

1
                      but it never occurred to me                                                        

2
                                                  avoid pretension                           

3
and stroke your flesh                                                                              

4
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
and pontification                               on eternity----------                                               

3
                  The sun frozen for an instant                                                            

4
                                                                             

1
I reach across the years                                Remember----------                                              

2
                         and stroke your flesh----------Remember----------                                                    

3
I reach across the years                                Remember----------                                                                             

4
                         and stroke your flesh----------Remember----------                                                    

1
Your truth belongs only to you…                                                                             

2
Your truth belongs only to you…                                                                            

3
Your truth belongs only to you…                                                                             

4
Your truth belongs only to you…                                                                             

II

1
To realize that being alone            with myself                  is the                                                 

2
                            To realize             that being alone                                      

1
nearest I can be             to myself-----                        To make it                                         

2
                 with myself               is the nearest I can be                                              

1
          with myself-----To realize that being alone with myself                                                                  

2
to myself                            To realize that being alone with myself                                                 

1
is the nearest I can be to myself                      To make it with myself                                                     

2
               is the nearest I can be to myself-------                                                              

1
           To divest myself             of the worm of reciprocity                                                       

2
To make it                  with myself                            To divest                                 

1
       and to remain innocent                          and to remain innocent                                            

2
myself                      of the worm of reciprocity and to remain innocent                                                      

3
Back to the Plaka                        in a flash                                                       

4
                  Three years in a flash            Back to the Plaka-----                                                

3
Same room with the Acropolis           shining through gray sky                                                                    

4
                             Same room                          with the                       

3
                  Perfectly formed                 entering my room-------                                                 

4
Acropolis shining                 through gray sky                                                                     

1
To realize                                                                              

2
           Make it lean                     Scrape off the rust                                              

3
                        I’m losing language                     I know it                                 

4
                                                                             

1
that being alone               with myself                                                                

2
                 Let the words             stretch and breathe                                                 

3
                                                               Slowly-----              

4
                                                                             

1
                               is the nearest I can be-----The sun-----                                              

2
                                                                             

3
                                                           The sun-----                  

4
Stroking the bark of this tree                                                                             

1
           for an instant                   to myself                                                

2
frozen-----for an instant                             Remember-----                                                

3
           for an instant-----irretrievably                        Three years                                          

4
frozen-----for an instant                                                                             

1
           To make it                                    with myself                               

2
                                                                             

3
in a flash                                     Same room                                          

4
                      I reach across the years                                                        

1
                                                                             

2
Remember                                                                              

3
         with the Acropolis shining                                                                    

4
                                    Avoid pretension and pontification                                         

1
                                                                             

2
                      to remain innocent                                                        

3
and stroke your flesh                    perfectly formed                                                           

4
                                                          Your truth                   

1
Your truth belongs to you-----I reach across the years----------                                                                             

2
                              I reach across the years----------                                               

3
                              I reach across the years----------                                               

4
belongs to you                I reach across the years----------                                                             

1
and stroke your flesh…                                                                             

2
and stroke your flesh…                                                                             

3
and stroke your flesh…                                                                             

4
and stroke your flesh…                                                                             

III

1
My father is dying---he said           Dying of cancer              He can                                                      

2
                             My father                 is dying-----                                

1
only move         his eyes-----                    Son at a father’s bed-----                                                 

2
          he said              Dying of cancer-----                                                      

1
Dying of cancer-----So suddenly                          from the child-----                                                                             

2
Dying of cancer                 He can only move his eyes                                                            

1
                      So suddenly to the son             So suddenly to the                                           

2
Son at a father’s bed                        So suddenly                                                       

1
father                           So suddenly-----              to the bed-----                                     

2
       from the child to the son                 to the father to the bed-----                                                      

3
I’m losing language I know it                     Slowly-----                                                          

4
                              I’m losing language            I know it                                        

3
irretrievably            but in the process               I’m gaining form                                                    

4
              Slowly-----                   irretrievably                                             

3
                   but in the process I’m gaining form-----    I’m gaining                                                      

4
but in the process I’m gaining form                        But                                                      

3
               form-----I’m gaining form-----A trade off                                                              

4
in the process          I’m gaining form                 A trade off whose                                                   

3
         whose benefits exceed-----                      I know it-----                                              

4
benefits                           exceed the losses-----                                                   

3
                                        I know it-----know it-----                                     

4
I’m losing language-----losing language                                                                              

1
Stroking the bark of this tree                                                                              

2
                               And I say---Stop-----                                              

3
                                                    Make it lean                          

4
                                                                 To realize            
1
in Buena Vista Park                                                                              

2
                    It isn’t necessary                     to count the world                                     

3
                                       Scrape off the rust                                       

4
                                                                             
1
                            The sun frozen             for an instant                                     

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
To realize that being alone                with myself                                                               
1
                        on eternity                                                      

2
                                              and after I have counted it                               

3
                                                                             

4
is the nearest I can be             to myself                                                                  
1
                                                       I’m losing language                      

2
                      I count it again                                                        

3
Let the words stretch                  and breathe-----I’m losing language                                                            

4
                                                                             
1
              I reach across the years         and stroke your flesh                                                       

2
I know it-----                                                                             

3
                                       I reach                      across                 

4
I know it-----                                                                             
1
                                                             Back to the Plaka             

2
          over and over                                                                    

3
the years               avoid pretension and pontification---                                                               

4
                                                                             
1
                                                        Three years in a flash                   

2
for I am a counter                                                                              

3
                              a counter of everything-----                                               

4
                   To make it                                                           
1
                                                         I reach across the                     

2
                                I reach across the years and stroke your flesh                                             

3
and everything is countable-----                         I reach across the                                                    

4
                                I reach across the years and stroke your flesh                                             
1
years and stroke your flesh-----                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
years and stroke your flesh-----Remember-----                 your truth                                                             

4
                                             To divest myself                                     
1
Same room                                     with the Acropolis shining                                         

2
                                                                             

3
          belongs only to you-----only to you                                                                    

4
                                                                             
1
                           through gray sky                                                   

2
                                                                   I count it          

3
                                                                             

4
of the worm of reciprocity                  and to remain innocent                                                             
1
                             Perfectly formed                                                 

2
again---and again I count it                                                                             

3
                                              Your truth belongs to you                               

4
                                                                 Your truth            
1
                   Make it lean-----                             Remember                              

2
                                    Scrape off the rust----------                                         

3
                   Make it lean-----                             Remember                                                          

4
belongs to you-----                 Scrape off the rust----------                                                            
1
                   only to you----------only to you…                                                          

2
Your truth belongs                      only to you…                                                        

3
                   only to you----------only to you…                                                          

4
                                        only to you…                                     
IV

1
Back to San Francisco----Europe left behind                      Still seeking                                                      

2
                                            Back to San Francisco                                

1
                   what I’ve failed               to find                                            

2
Europe left behind                  Still seeking         what I’ve failed                                                    

1
what I’ve failed to find-----Another look              Hanging out                                                                 

2
to find                                   Another look             between                              

1
                Back to San Francisco Europe left behind                                                          

2
heart and mind--                      Back to San Francisco Europe left behind                                                       

1
                   Still seeking what I’ve failed to find                                                          

2
-----Still seeking what I’ve failed to find               failed to find-----                                                              

1
Another look              Hanging out                           heart and mind                                     

2
             Another look             between heart and mind----heart and mind                                                    

3
An angry man from Haight Street              whom I offered to help                                                               

4
                                An angry man                        from                      

3
              told me                        Go take a flying fuck                                        

4
Haight Street         whom I offered to help                       told me                                              

3
at the moon-----                      Go take a flying fuck at the moon-----                                                       

4
                Go take a flying fuck at the moon                                                             

3
                I do love that moon in all her magic moods                                                            

4
An angry man----                                           I do love that moon                                 

3
but it never                        occurred to me                                                       

4
             in all her magic moods                 I do love that moon                                                

3
that I should go fuck her                            never occurred to me-----                                                

4
                         It never occurred to me-----                                                    

1
I’m losing language                                       I know it                                      

2
                    And I say                    Stop-----                                      

3
                              My father is dying                    he said                            

4
                                                                             
1
                                Slowly-----irretrievable                                              

2
             It isn’t necessary                                                                 

3
                                                         Dying of cancer-----                    

4
Make it lean                                                                              
1
                                           but in the process                                   

2
                        to count the world                                                      

3
                                                              He can only               

4
Scrape off all the rust                                                                              
1
                                     he said but in the process I’m gaining                                        

2
                  My father is dying                            but in the                               

3
move his eyes-----                   he said                                                          

4
                  My father is dying                                                           
1
form                                  and after I have counted it---                                           

2
process I’m gaining form                                                                              

3
                                                                     and after            

4
                         Remember-----                                                    
1
                                                                             

2
                  To realize                             Son at a father’s bed                           

3
I have counted it                                                                             

4
                             Your truth belongs only to you                                                
1
-----I’m losing language               Stroking the bark of this tree                                                              

2
                         I know it-----                                                    

3
-----I’m losing language                                 Stroking the bark                                            

4
                         I know it-----                                                    
1
                                                                             

2
             Still seeking what I’ve failed to find                   to find                                             

3
of this tree                                                                             

4
                           Still seeking what I’ve failed to find-----                                                  
1
So suddenly                                    from child                                          

2
                        Three years in a flash            to son                                           

3
            So suddenly                                                                  

4
                                                                 to father            
1
         My father’s dying             Sometimes the pain of missing                                                       

2
                           he said-----                              Sometimes                     

3
to bed---My father’s dying                                                                             

4
                           he said-----                                                  
1
exceeds the pleasure          of having                Missing fires desire                                                    

2
                     the pain           of missing-----                                              

1
                     Having cools it             Sometimes the pain of missing                                          

2
exceeds the pleasure                 of having---                   Sometimes                                          

1
                                         exceeds the pleasure of having-----                                     

2
the pain of missing exceeds the pleasure of having                                                                             

1
                       And I wonder       sometimes                                                 

2
And I wonder sometimes              being           more a creature of desire                                                     

1
being more a creature              of desire                      than satiety                                          

2
                      than satiety           if I’d really want it                                              

1
              if I’d really want it the other way                                                               

2
the other way                    if I’d really want it the other way-----                                                          

3
There’s a special joy              which springs from that sadness                                                                

4
                      a special joy                              which springs                       
3
and translates it                   into a special joy                                                           

4
                  from that sadness                    and translates it                                          
3
from which                    a sadness springs                                                           

4
           into a special joy                   from which a sadness springs                                                
1
Today I was born again                                                                              

2
                       Back to San Francisco                                                       

3
                                             There’s a special joy                                 

4
                                                                   I reach          
1
                                    Not Christian---not Jew                                          

2
                 Europe left behind                                                             

3
                                                            which springs                  

4
across the years                                                                              
1
                 just me on Highway 70                                                            

2
                                       Still seeking what I’ve failed to find                                      

3
from the sadness                                                                              

4
                                                                             
1
                         Remembering------                                                    

2
                                          Sometimes-----                                   

3
                                                                             

4
I reach across the years                                I reach across                                              
1
                                                       to the father                      

2
                                            to the son                                  

3
So suddenly                  from the child                                                            

4
            across the years                                                                  
1
               and stroke your flesh…                                                              

2
               and Stroke your flesh…                                                              

3
               and stroke your flesh…                                                              

4
to the bed-----and Stroke your flesh…                                                                             
V

1
Returned from Santa Barbara          where a brave lady                                                                    

2
                            Returned                    from Santa Barbara                              

1
my mother                    said-----                   It’s only my body---                                       

2
          where a brave lady          My mother said-----                                                          

1
the rest of me is great-----                  Perhaps                                                            

2
                            It’s only my body         the rest of me is great                                         

1
that beautiful spirit---that keen mind                       and generosity                                                       

2
                                       that beautiful spirit                                       

1
               will have to find another resting place                                                              

2
that keen mind                   will have to find another resting place-----                                                           

3
I came to you this evening               knowing you would exceed all others                                                              

4
              this evening I came to you knowing                                                               

3
            I came to you this evening               clouds perfectly                                                  

4
knowing-----              I came to you this evening                                                                

3
arranged to let you in                           and out                                                   

4
                       clouds perfectly arranged         to let you in and out                                              

3
-----Quietly standing beside a young couple                  I came to you                                                            

4
                                            Quietly standing                                  

3
this evening               knowing you would exceed all others-----                                                              

4
I came to you this evening                                         Quietly                                     

3
                         Quietly standing                                                     

4
standing beside a couple                  whose silence spoke their wonderment                                                            

1
-----Do you understand                                                                              

2
                       Let me explain                                                       

3
                                                            Ruminations                 

4
                                      I’m lifting fragments                                        
1
                                                                             

2
                                            Let me explain what I’m doing                                 

3
                 of this head and heart-----                                                             

4
from my journals                                           Let me explain                                   
1
                   Weaving them together                          to create                                 

2
                                                                             

3
                                         One built upon the other                                     

4
what I’m doing-----                                                                             
1
this composition                            Then with each addition                                                  

2
                                                                             

3
                 and repeated until ten-----                                                            

4
                                                                    These         
1
                in order                one disappears-----Do you understand                                              

2
                                                           Do you understand                  

3
                                                           Do you understand                  

4
advancing lines          in parentheses                    Do you understand                                                 
1
                                          Still seeking         what I have                           

2
                                                                             

3
                       My father is dying               he said                                         

4
Today I was born again                                                                              
1
failed to find                                                                              

2
               My God yes                       and so much more----------                                        

3
                          There’s a special joy                                                    

4
                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
              I came              to you         this evening                                           

4
I came to you        this evening        knowing              you would                                                  
1
                  To realize that being alone            with myself                                               

2
                                              To realize                                

3
                                                                             

4
exceed all others                                                                              
1
                 is the nearest I can be             to myself-----                                                

2
that being alone                         with myself                                                      

3
                                                                   There’s a          

4
                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
special joy which springs                      from the sadness of being alone                                                      

4
            There’s a special joy which springs                                                                  
1
                                           which takes                               

2
                  which takes that sadness            and translates                                                

3
                                                                             

4
from the sadness                                                                              
1
that sadness                    from which a sadness springs----------                                                          

2
             into a special joy                                                                 

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             
1
Do you understand                                             Europe left                                

2
Do you understand                                                                             

3
Do you understand-----Back to the Plaka                                                                              

4
Do you understand                       Back to San Francisco                                                       
1
behind                                                                              

2
       Today I was born again                       Weaving them together                                                

3
                              Son at a father’s bed                                               

4
                                                    Weaving them together                         
1
to create a composition-----                       the pain of missing                                                      

2
                            Sometimes-----                                                 

3
to create a composition-----                                                                             

4
                                          Remember                                   
1
                                                                             

2
                              I reach across the years                                               

3
your truth belongs to you-----                                                                             

4
                                                      I reach across the years                      
1
-----An angry man from Haight Street----------                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
                                             My father is dying----------                                

4
                                                                             
1
                                                  Do you understand----------                           

2
I came to you this evening                        Do you understand----------                                                     

3
              I came to you this evening----------Do you understand----------                                                               

4
                                                  Do you understand----------                           
VI

1
The cliffs beneath my dwelling place-----           Dear souls                                                                   

2
                                         The cliffs            beneath my                              

1
               gathered there                Tibetan chimes                                                

2
dwelling place                Dear souls-----               gathered there                                              

1
Circle of silence-----               Champaign toasts                                                                

2
                      Tibetan chimes                  Circle of silence-------                                      

1
Our celebration                  Our ceremony records itself                                                             

2
                Champaign toasts                             Our celebration                                 

1
for memory-----The cliffs beneath our dwelling place                                                                              

2
                          The cliffs beneath our dwelling place---------                                                   

3
I come to you this evening               knowing you would exceed                                                               

4
              this evening I come to you                          knowing                                     

3
all others                                 Clouds perfectly arranged to let                                             

4
           you would exceed all others-----                                                                  

3
you in and out                           Quietly standing                                                    

4
               Clouds perfectly arranged                 to let you in and out                                             

3
beside a young couple                  whose silence----                                                             

4
                      Quietly standing                   beside a young couple                                         

3
spoke their wonderment-----              whose silence spoke their wonderment                                                               

4
                           whose silence spoke their wonderment                                                  

1
There’s a special joy                                           which springs                                   

2
                      Sometimes            the pain of missing                                             

3
                                To realize                                            

4
                                                                             

1
from the sadness                                                                              

2
                                        exceeds the pleasure                                             

3
                 that I am alone---alone                      with myself                                       

4
                                                                             

1
             of being alone                                                                 

2
                                                                             

3
                            is the nearest I can be                                                 

4
this evening                                        knowing you would exceed                                      

1
                                                  all the others-----Today                           

2
(knowing you would exceed all the others)---------all the others                                                                             

3
                                                  all the others                           

4
all the others                                    all the others                                         

1
I was born again-----                                                                             

2
                     Today I was born                                                                              

3
                                       Today                 Today-----                      

4
                                             again-----again                                 

1
                 Today I was born again-----It’s only by body                                                             

2
Today I was born                                              the rest of me                                

3
                                            It’s only my body                                  

4
                                                              the rest of me               

1
             There’s a special joy which springs                                                                 

2
is great-----                                                                             

3
                                                 There’s a special joy                            

4
is great-----                                                                        

1
from the sadness               of being alone-----                                                                

2
                                                                             

3
                 which springs                                                             

4
                                                  There’s a special joy                           

1
                               which takes that sadness                                               

2
                                                                             

3
from the sadness                                        of being alone                                      

4
                 which springs                                                             

1
                 and translates it                                                             

2
                                   There’s a special joy which springs from                                          

3
                                                                             

4
from the sadness                                                                              

1
                                                   into a special joy                          

2
the sadness                         of being alone                                                   

3
            which takes that sadness                                                                  

4
                                                                             
1
               from which a sadness springs                                                              

2
                                                         and translates it                    

3
                            from which a sadness springs                                                  

4
of being alone                                                                              
1
                                                                             

2
into a special joy                   from which a sadness springs                                                           

3
                                                                             

4
                   and translates it                              into a                            
1
                from which a sadness springs-----I came to you this evening                                                             

2
                from which a sadness springs                                                             

3
                from which a sadness springs                                                             

4
special joy-----from which a sadness springs                                                                             
1
              knowing              you would exceed all others                                                   

2
                                                               I’m losing              

3
I came to you         this evening                                                                      

4
                                                                             
1
                 clouds perfectly arranged                                                             

2
language                                                                              

3
         knowing                                               you would                     

4
                                           I’m losing language                                  
1
                            to let you in and out                                                  

2
                  I know it                                                            

3
exceed all others                                 clouds perfectly arranged                                             

4
                                                                             
1
          Quietly standing beside a young couple                                                                   

2
                                                                             

3
                           Quietly standing beside a young couple-----                                                                   

4
I know it                                                                              
1
                    whose silence----------spoke their wonderment                                                          

2
I’m losing language                                                                              

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                  I know it           
1
                                                           Do you understand             

2
irretrievably                                              Do you understand                                

3
              whose silence-------spoke their wonderment---Do you understand                                                               

4
                                                           Do you understand                  
1
-----Let me explain what I’m doing                I’m lifting fragments                                                              

2
                                                                             

3
                                   Let me explain                                           

4
                                                                             
1
               from my journals               Ruminations                                                

2
                                Let me explain                                              

3
what I’m doing                                           I’m lifting fragments                                 

4
                                                                             
1
from my head                                                                              

2
                              what I’m doing                    I’m lifting                            

3
             from my journals                                                                 

4
                                             Let me explain-----                                
1
                      of my head and heart                       Weaving them                                 

2
fragments                                  I’m lifting fragments                                             

3
          Ruminations                                                                    

4
                                                                             
1
together                                                                              

2
         from my journals                            Let me explain                                         

3
                          of this head and heart-----                                                    

4
                                                     Let me explain                        
1
Let me explain what I’m doing-----                                                                             

2
what I’m doing                    what I’m doing-----                                                         

3
Let me explain what I’m doing-----                                 doing-----                                            

4
what I’m doing                                       I’m doing-----                                      
1
Do you understand-----Do you-----Do you…                                                                             

2
Do you understand-----Do you-----Do you…                                                                             

3
Do you understand-----Do you-----Do you…                                                                             

4
Do you understand-----Do you-----Do you…                                                                             
VII

1
I must not become embroiled            in form                  at the expense                                                 

2
                            I must not         become embroiled                                          

1
        of content                               in form                                        

2
in form            at the expense of content-----        at the expense                                                         

1
           I must not become embroiled-----                                                                  

2
of content                                 If I do and this is my tendency                                             

1
If I do           and this is my tendency                           I am left                                         

2
        I am left                         with an intricate network                                             

1
        with an intricate network of mush-----          content over form-----                                                           

2
of mush                                       form over content                                      

3
There’s a sadness                                  A sadness which surrounds                                            

4
                  A real deep impenetrable sadness                                                            

3
the aged                     when their bodies have turned weak                                                         

4
         a real deep sadness                   when their bodies have turned                                                  

3
     and their minds have swollen                   with fear                                                       

4
weak                             There’s a sadness           a deep sadness                                       

3
and emptiness-----                              which surrounds the aged                                               

4
                  When their minds have swollen                                                            

3
          and emptiness-----There’s a sadness-----a deep impenetrable sadness                                                                   

4
with fear                   There’s a sadness-----a deep impenetrable sadness                                                           

1
-----Returned from Santa Barbara                         where a brave lady                                                     

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
                                 Back from San Francisco                                             

1
                   my mother said               It’s only my body                                           

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                            

4
Europe left behind                Still seeking                   what I’ve                                           
1
               the rest of me is great-----Today I was born again                                                              

2
                                           Today I was born again----There’s a                                  

3
                                           Today I was born again                                  

4
failed to find                             Today I was born again                                                 
1
                                                                             

2
special joy                                 which springs from the sadness----                                            

3
            A special joy which springs-----                                                                 

4
                                                                             
1
                               There’s a special joy                                              

2
                               There’s a special joy which takes that sadness                                              

3
the sadness of being alone-----There’s a special joy             which takes                                                                

4
                               There’s a special joy                                              
1
                                                                             

2
                               into a special joy from which a sadness springs                                              

3
that sadness and translates it                               from which                                               

4
                                                                             
1
                           I must not become embroiled            in form                                       

2
                                                                             

3
a sadness springs----------                                                                             

4
                                                       I must not                      
1
                     It’s only my body                             The cliffs                            

2
                                       the rest of me is great-----                                      

3
                                                                             

4
become embroiled-----                                                                             
1
beneath my dwelling place            Dear souls gathered there                                                                   

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
                          The cliffs                           beneath my                         
1
               Tibetan chimes                            There’s a special joy                                   

2
                                                         There’s a special joy                    

3
                                                         There’s a special joy                    

4
dwelling place                Circle of silence----------There’s a special joy                                                              
1
                                                                             

2
which takes that sadness                               into a special joy                                              

3
            which takes that sadness and translates it                                                                  

4
                                                                             
1
                                            I must not                                  

2
           from which a sadness springs-----                                                                  

3
from which a sadness springs                                                                             

4
                                                       I must not become                      
1
I must not become embroiled in form             at the expense of content                                                                

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
embroiled in form                   in form-----                                                          
1
                                                                             

2
               Still seeking what I’ve failed to find                                                              

3
                                                      Still seeking                       

4
of content-----                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
Another look                              Another book                                                 

3
             what I’ve failed to find-----             Another look                                                   

4
                                                                             
1
                                                   Do you understand-----                          

2
Hanging out between heart and mind                 Do you understand                                                            

3
            Hanging out between heart and mind-----Do you understand                                                                  

4
                                                   Do you understand                          
1
There is so much that I do not understand                   and I understand                                                          

2
                                                                             

3
                                           There is so much                                   

4
                                                                             
1
                         that it is not necessary                to understand                                  

2
                                                                             

3
that I do not understand                          and I understand                                                    

4
                                                                             
1
                         to understand the mystery               of that which                                      

2
                                                                             

3
that it is not necessary                           to understand                                                   

4
                                                                             
1
can only be understood                           by not understanding                                                   

2
                                                                             

3
                       to understand the mystery                                                       

4
                                                                             
1
                          to understand the mystery                                                   

2
The mystery                                         I understand                                      

3
                                                                 the mystery            

4
            to understand the mystery                                                                 
1
                                     by not understanding                                        

2
                                     by not understanding-----I’m lifting                                        

3
of that which can only be understood by not understanding                                                                             

4
                                     by not understanding                                        
1
                                                 Weaving them together                            

2
fragments from my journals                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
                           I’m lifting fragments                                                   
1
                                                                             

2
                           one built upon the other                                                   

3
to create this composition                                                                              

4
                                                    and repeated until ten----                       
1
Then                                            until the end--------                                  

2
     with each addition                                              the end…                           

3
                        in order                                                     

4
                                 one disappears                                             
VIII

1
Her life a celebration          A mind               to challenge any mind                                                      

2
                       Her life        a celebration                                                

1
       A heart                       as full as any heart         could be                                        

2
A mind         to challenge any mind                      A heart                                                 

1
                     as full as any heart could be-----Her life a celebration                                                        

2
as full as any heart could be                          Her life a celebration                                                   

1
                      She touched             the world                                            

2
She touched the world             and held it           tenderly-----                                                       

1
and held it tenderly-----Her life a celebration-----It’s only my body                                                                             

2
                         Her life a celebration-----                                                    

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             

1
                            the rest of me is great-----            Today                                       

2
                                                        Today I was born again                     

3
                                                                    Today         

4
You would exceed all others                             Today I was born again                                                 

1
I was born again-----                                                                             

2
                     Perhaps that beautiful spirit         that keen mind                                              

3
I was born again-----                                                                        

4
                                                   Perhaps                           

1
                                                                             

2
                      and generosity                will find another                                        

3
                                                                             

4
that beautiful spirit                that keen mind                                                               

1
                                    There’s a sadness                                          

2
resting place                                                                             

3
                                                      a real deep impenetrable                       

4
will find another resting place-----                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
        there’s a sadness                          a real deep impenetrable                                             

3
sadness                                                                              

4
                          which surrounds the aged                                                    

1
                                           There’s a sadness                                   

2
sadness                                                      a real deep                        

3
                                                                             

4
        when their bodies have turned weak There’s a sadness                                                                     

1
                     and their minds                                                         

2
                                                  with fear                          

3
impenetrable sadness                                        and emptiness-----                                     

4
                                     have swollen                                         

1
When their minds have swollen                             It’s almost time                                                

2
                 have swollen with fear and emptiness-----                                                       

3
                 have swollen with fear and emptiness-----                                                            

4
when their minds have swollen                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                     There’s a special joy               which springs from                                          

3
                                           which springs from the sadness                                  

4
It’s almost time-----                                                                             

1
                                         It’s almost time---end of this decade                                    

2
the sadness of being alone-----          It’s almost time                                                                   

3
of being alone                 alone-----It’s almost time                                                            

4
                                         It’s almost time                                    

1
                       I must not become embroiled            in form                                          

2
                                                                             

3
                                                   I must not         become                  

4
end of this decade-----                                                                             

1
          at the expense of content         If I do and this is my tendency                                                           

2
                                                                             

3
embroiled                           in form                                                    

4
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
        I am left                                     I am left with an                                 

3
                                                                             

4
If I do           and this is my tendency---I am left with an intricate                                                                    

1
                            Do you understand----Let me explain what I’m doing                                              

2
intricate network of mush---Do you understand                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
network of mush                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                   I’m lifting fragments from my journals                                                          

3
                                                                             

4
Let me explain-----                                       what I’m doing                                      

1
                      Ruminations                  of this head                                      

2
                                                                Weaving             

3
I’m lifting fragments             from my journals                                                                  

4
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
them together                                                                              

3
                          to create this composition                                                    

4
              Ruminations                            of this head and heart                                    

1
---One built                                           Then with each addition                                   

2
                            and repeated                                                

3
                                          until ten----                                  

4
             upon the other                                                               

1
                                                    Final ten fragment ending                         

2
     in order                                                                         

3
                                 one disappears-----                                            

4
Then          with each addition                    Final ten fragments ending                                                 

1
as first ten began                                     I can’t go on----------                                        

2
Final ten fragments ending as first ten began----------I can’t go on----------                                                                             

3
Final ten fragments ending as first ten began----------I can’t go on----------                                                                             

4
as first ten began                                     I can’t go on----------                                        

IX

1
There’s a feeling when alone                   which seems to bring the spirit                                                          

2
                  when alone there’s a feeling                                                           

1
            closer to perfection                            It’s a feeling                                      

2
which seems                      to bring the spirit closer                                                       

1
              touched                with the intensity                                                 

2
to perfection         It’s a feeling                    touched with the                                                  

1
          of experience unshared-----There’s a feeling            which seems                                                        

2
intensity                                              when alone                                 

1
to bring the spirit                          when alone-----                                                   

2
                    closer to perfection-----               when alone-----                                          

3
 I sit away the hours            on Haight Street           in front of Leo’s                                                      

4
                      I sit away                  the hours                                       

3
                 fingering my fantasies                   dreaming the                                          

4
on Haight Street                        in front of Leo’s                                                     

3
possible dreams                        holding to the day                                                       

4
                fingering my fantasies                    dreaming the                                        

3
                  as though it actually existed--------actually existed-------                                                           

4
impossible dreams                                                                              

3
                                      I sit away the hours                                        

4
I sit away the hours on Haight Street                      away the hours-----                                                       

3
fingering my fantasies                    holding to the day as though it                                                          

4
                       holding to the day as though it actually existed                                                      

1
                     It’s almost time-----almost time-----There’s a feeling                                                        

2
                     It’s almost time-----almost time                                                        

3
actually existed-----It’s almost time-----almost time                                                                             

4
                     It’s almost time-----almost time                                                        

1
-----a feeling when alone                   which seems            to bring                                               

2
                                                                             

3
                          There’s a feeling             when alone                                        

4
                                                                             

1
the spirit             closer to perfection-----                                                                 

2
                                                There’s a feeling when alone                             

3
           which seems                                                                   

4
                                                                  when alone           

1
                  which seems to bring             the spirit                                                

2
                                                                             

3
                                       which seems            to bring                           

4
there’s a feeling                                                                              

1
closer to perfection                                         when alone-----                                     

2
                                           There’s a feeling                                   

3
                     the spirit closer-----                  when alone-----                                     

4
                                           There’s a feeling                                   

1
                                                                             

2
It’s a feeling touched                with the intensity         of experience                                                       

3
                                                                             

4
                       It’s a feeling                    touched                                    

1
                              It’s almost time-----There’s a sadness                                               

2
unshared                      It’s almost time                       I came                                 

3
                              It’s almost time                                               

4
         with the intensity---It’s almost time                                                                    

1
                    a real deep impenetrable sadness                                                          

2
to you this evening                                  knowing                                            

3
                                                                             

4
                                                             I came to you                

1
                                                           which surrounds                  

2
                  you would exceed all others                                                            

3
There’s a sadness                                                                              

4
                                              this evening                                

1
the aged                                                                              

2
                                          Quietly standing                                    

3
         a real deep impenetrable sadness                                                                     

4
                                                           knowing you would                  

1
                  when their bodies have turned weak                                                            

2
                                                     beside a young couple                        

3
                                                                             

4
exceed the others                                                                              

1
                                                  and their minds have swollen                           

2
                                                                             

3
which surrounds the aged                                                                              

4
                         quietly standing quietly                                                     

1
with fear and emptiness                                   I can’t go on-----                                          

2
                                                          I can’t do on-----                   

3
when their minds have swollen with fear and emptiness-----I can’t go on-----                                                                             

4
                                                          I can’t go on-----                   

1
go on-----go on-----I sit away the hours       on Haight Street                                                                       

2
go on-----go on                          I sit                  away the hours                                 

3
go on-----go on                                                                             

4
go on-----go on                                                                             

1
I sit away the hours                           Haight Street in front of Leo’s                                                

2
           I sit away the hours on Haight Street                                                                  

1
                           Dreaming the possible dreams              holding                                     

2
fingering my fantasies-----                             Dreaming-----                                                

1
                      to the day-----                   as though it actually                                    

2
the impossible dreams                holding to the day           as though                                                   

1
existed                      Do you understand-----Do you care to know-----                                                       

2
it actually existed----------Do you understand-----Do you care to know-----                                                                             

3
It’s almost time                    It’s almost time                 Know that                                          

4
                 End of this decade                  almost time-----                                           

3
you are loved      each one of you                        Entering the final                                                

4
              Know                 that you are loved-----                                               

3
decade          of this century                      It’s almost time-------                                              

4
       Entering                 the final decade-----It’s almost time-------                                                      

1
I can’t go on                           Go on----------Go on…                                                  

2
              It’s almost time----------Go on----------Go on…                                                               

3
I can’t go on                           Go on----------Go on…                                                                             

4
              It’s almost time----------Go on----------Go on…                                                               

X

1
Boredom is the word for life in the country                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
                                                                Boredom-----             

4
                                            Boredom is the word                                  

1
            Boredom is the word for life in the country                                                                 

2
Boredom-----                                                                             

3
                                Boredom is the word for life in the country                                                                 

4
                                                                             

1
                        unmitigated boredom-----Thank God for weather                                                     

2
Boredom-----            Unmitigated boredom                                                                

3
                        unmitigated boredom                                                     

4
            Boredom-----Unmitigated boredom                          Thank God                                       

1
principal topic of the English                       and thank God for Pubs                                                       

2
                                                                             

3
                                           Thank God                                   

4
                               for weather                                               

1
                                                    a place to go                         

2
                            Thank God                             for the                    

3
                for weather                                                             

4
principal topic                      of the English                                                         

1
                                                                             

2
weather               principal topic of the English                                                                

3
                                                                 and thank God           

4
        and thank God                                for the Pubs                                     

1
              a place to go to get purely pissed                                                               

2
                                                                             

3
                                                principal topic of the English                            

4
a place to go to get purely pissed                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
and thank God for the Pubs               a place to go to get purely pissed                                                              

3
              and thank God for the Pubs               a place to go to get                                                

4
                                                                             

1
                  and block it all out----------Thank God-----Met a nice lady                                                           

2
                  and block it all out----------Thank God                                                           

3
purely pissed-----and block it all out----------Thank God                                                                             

4
                  and block it all out----------Thank God                                                           

1
from South Africa                  boating across from Turkey                                                            

2
                   Met a nice lady                           from South Africa                              

1
to Island Samos                                Running away                                               

2
                boating across from Turkey-----             to Island Samos                                                

1
from a dull husband              she somehow loves                                                                 

2
                    Running away                   from a dull husband                                       

1
and a lover                   she has never loved-----            from a                                               

2
            she somehow loves                         and a lover she has                                          

1
husband she somehow loves-----Met a nice lady-----from South Africa-----                                                                             

2
never loved                   Met a nice lady-----from South Africa-----                                                     

3
I sit away the hours                              on Haight Street                                                

4
                     There’s a feeling when alone                  There’s a                                      

3
                      in front of Leo’s            fingering my fantasies                                            

4
feeling-----a feeling                   when alone                                                            

3
                                dreaming possible dreams-----                                             

4
which seems to bring the spirit                              which seems                                                

3
dreaming impossible dreams                                   impossible dreams                                           

4
                           to bring the spirit-----the spirit                                                  

3
                     Holding the day-----               as though it existed                                         

4
closer to perfection                     It’s a feeling                                                         

3
                           touched with the intensity of experience unshared                                                  

4
touched with the intensity of experience unshared                                                                             

1
I must not become embroiled in form at the expense of content                                                                             

2
                                                                             
3
                                    at the expense of content I must not                                         

4
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                         I must-----                                                    
3
become embroiled in form            I must not become-----                                                                  

4
                                                          I most not become                   

1
                                     at the expense of content-----                                        

2
                      at the expense of content                    If I do                                   
3
                                     at the expense of content-----                                        

4
embroiled in form-----at the expense of content                                                                             

1
                                I am left with an intricate network of mush                                             

2
                        If I do                                                      
3
                                          I am left with an intricate network                                   

4
and this is my tendency                                                                              

1
                 It’s almost time                                      Let the                      

2
                 It’s almost time-----Make it lean                                                             
3
of mush----------It’s almost time                                                                             

4
                 It’s almost time                  Scrape off the rust                                           

1
word stretch and breathe                                                                             

2
                                                                             
3
                         avoid pretense and pontification                                                    

4
                                                          Remember-----                   

1
         your truth belongs to you               Let me explain what I’m doing                                                     

2
Remember                                                                              
3
                    your truth belongs to you-----                                                         

4
                                                                             

1
                                                         I’m lifting fragments                  

2
                                 must I                                             
3
                  Let me explain        what I’m doing---                                                    

4
Must I remind you                                                                             

1
from my journals                                                                              

2
                                       Weaving them together                                       
3
                 I’m lifting fragments                       from my journals                                      

4
                                                                             

1
                                                     A clear example                        

2
to create this composition                                                                              
3
                           Weaving them together-----                                                  

4
                                                                             

1
of augmentation and diminution                          I can’t go on--------                                                    

2
                                                        I can’t go on--------                     
3
A clear example of augmentation and diminution----------I can’t go on--------                                                                             

4
                                                        I can’t go on--------                     

1
I go on----------                                                                             

2
I go on----------                                                                             
3
I go on----------                                                                             

4
I go on----------                                                                             

XI

1
Carolyne adores Athens as I had hoped                                                                             

2
                       as I had hoped Carolyne adores Athens-----After a days                                                      
1
      I took her to Georgio’s after a days sleep-----     Philosopher                                                                   

2
sleep I took her to Georgio’s                        Poet             Member                                          
1
              who suffers from failing kidneys                   with acuity                                             

2
of Parliament                                  but remembered me                                             
1
and affection in spite of the fallen years                 (On my next visit                                                            

2
                          in spite of the fallen years-----                                                   
1
to Athens                   I climbed the hill           by the Acropolis                                                 

2
          (On my next visit                    to Athens                                                 
1
                   in search of Georgious                  to learn that his                                         

2
I climbed the hill                        by the Acropolis                                                       
1
failed kidneys had taken him)-----                                                                             

2
                                  had taken him away)----------                                           
3
It’s when we abrogate power that we own it                                                                              

4
                                           It’s when we free ourselves from                                  

3
       It’s when we free ourselves                        from desire                                               

4
desire                             that we desire nothing                                                  

3
                       It’s when we abrogate power that we own it                                                     

4
and have everything----             It’s when we abrogate power that we own it                                                                

3
we own it-----             It’s when we free ourselves from desire                                                                 

4
              It’s when we free ourselves from desire              that we                                                 

3
                   desire nothing-----and have everything                                                          

4
desire nothing-----                            and have everything----------                                                 

1
I must not become embroiled in form-----                                                                             

2
                                                                             
3
                                        I must not become embroiled-----                                     

4
                                                                             

1
               at the expense of content                          If I do                                    

2
I must not-----                                  become embroiled                                            
3
                                         in form                                     

4
                                                                             

1
                                      and this is my tendency                                       

2
                                                  and this is my tendency-----                           
3
                          in form-----and this is my tendency                                                    

4
at the expense of content                         and this is my tendency-----                                                

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             
3
If I do            and this is my tendency                                                                   

4
        I must not                         become embroiled in form--------                                             

1
I must not become embroiled                                            If I do                                 

2
           become embroiled in form                                                                  
3
                            in form at the expense                                                 

4
                                    at the expense of content----------                                         

1
                                                                             

2
-----and this is my tendency                                                                              
3
                             If I do-----                        I am left----                        

4
                                         and this is my tendency                                     

1
                                   an intricate network of mush-----                                          

2
left with an intricate network-----                                                                             
3
                                                                             

4
                                                                    of mush         

1
It’s almost time--------almost time------I sit away the hours on Haight Street                                                                            

2
It’s almost time--------almost time                                                                             
3
It’s almost time--------almost time                                                                             

4
It’s almost time--------almost time                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                      You’ve passed beyond it                                        
3
                  Boredom is the word                                                            

4
There’s a feeling                                             with acuity                                 

1
                                                                             

2
              after a deep sleep                                                                
3
                                                                             

4
and affection                    running away from a dull husband--------                                                          

1
I used to say to her                                                                             

2
                                                 You’ve passed beyond it-----                            
3
                                   You’ve passed beyond it                                          

4
              I used to say to her                                                                

1
Her life a celebration----------a celebration----------Do you understand------                                                                             

2
Her life a celebration----------a celebration----------Do you understand------                                                                             
3
Her life a celebration----------a celebration----------Do you understand------                                                                             

4
Her life a celebration----------a celebration----------Do you understand------                                                                             

XII

1
My days are draped                       in easy motion-----                                                        

2
                   The first sigh of day                    This delicacy                                        

1
I paint                   as I paint                     write as I write                                       

2
        this robust feast            timeless and tender                                                            

1
                 and can be seduced away                   away from all forms                                           

2
spread before me                         Dented golden sea                                                       

1
          all forms of work                          with the slightest effort                                           

2
fog horns                   serenading a fogless sky                                                             

3
My days are draped in easy motion                     I paint                                                           

4
                                   My days are draped         in easy motion                                  

3
as I paint         write as I write            and can be seduced away from                                                          

4
           I paint                  as I paint                    and can be                               

3
all kinds of work                            with the slightest effort--------                                                  

4
seduced away from all kinds of work with the slightest effort                                                                              

1
The first sigh of day                    This delicacy            tumultuous                                                

2
                      The first sigh-----              of day-----                                          

1
and tender               spread before me                tender and tumultuous                                                 

2
           This delicacy                  tumultuous and tender                                                  

1
-----This robust feats                    tumultuous and tender                                                       

2
     This robust feast--Dented golden sea                tender and tumultuous                                                         

1
-----foghorns serenading a fogless sky-----                                                                              

2
                                           foghorns serenading a fogless sky                                       

1
Carolyne adores Athens                                                                               

2
                       There’s a feeling when alone                                                        

3
                                                    There’s a feeling                          

4
                                                                              

1
as I had hoped                                                                              

2
                                      which seems to bring the spirit closer                                        

3
                                                                              

4
               Carolyne adores Athens                                                                

1
               After a deep sleep                                                               

2
                                                 to perfection                              

3
when alone-----                                                which seems                              

4
                                  as I had hoped                                            

1
                    I took her to see Georgous                                                           

2
                                                                It’s a feeling            

3
to bring the spirit                                                                               

4
                                               After a deep sleep                                

1
                         Poet---Philosopher                                                     

2
                                                                              

3
closer to perfection-----                                                                              

4
                                            I took her to see Georgous                                  

1
               Member of Parliament                                                                

2
                                    touched with the intensity                                          

3
It’s a feeling                                   touched with the intensity                                            

4
                                                                              

1
                   who suffers from failing kidneys                                                            

2
                                                   of experience unshared-----                          

3
                                                                              

4
Poet---Philosopher                                                                               

1
Boredom is the word         for life in the country                                                                       

2
                                                                              

3
                    Boredom                         is the word----------                                  

4
                                                                              

1
                            unmitigated boredom                                                   

2
It’s when we free ourselves                     from desire                                                           

3
                                                            for life                  

4
                                                                              

1
               Thank God for the Pubs                        The cliffs                                        

2
                                                                              

3
in the country                                                                               

4
                                      fingering my fantasies                                         

1
beneath my dwelling place                                                                              

2
                          I came to you this evening                                                    

3
                                                                   My days           

4
                                        I came to you this evening                                       

1
           My days are draped in easy motion----Stroking the bark of this tree                                                                   

2
                                                Stroking the bark of this tree                              

3
are draped in easy motion                       Stroking the bark of this tree                                                       

4
                                                Stroking the bark of this tree                              

1
in Buena Vista Park-----I reach across the years--------and stroke your flesh…                                                                              

2
in Buena Vista Park-----I reach across the years--------and stroke your flesh…                                                                              

3
in Buena Vista Park-----I reach across the years--------and stroke your flesh…                                                                              

4
in Buena Vista Park-----I reach across the years--------and stroke your flesh…                                                                              

XIII

1
Holy sea                                                     Holy sea---------                        

2
         Holy sky                                    Holy sky                                   

3
                  Holy silence----------Holy silence                                                             

1
Holy flesh                                                            Holy----                  

2
           Holy life and death                                    Holy                                 

3
                               Holy wisdom and innocence-----Holy                                                

1
Holy laughter and tears                          Holy wonder-----                                                    

2
                        Holy dreams                              Holy all                         

3
                                    Holy animals                                          

1
                            Holy all moments                      and all                             

2
moments and all experiences                  within those moments                                                             

3
                                                                  and all           

1
moments-----                      Celebrating this heroic storm                                                         

2
            A day for celebration                               A day for                                    

3
moments-----                                                                              

1
                                                      though it may be                        

2
celebration                        sacred and flawed                                                   

3
            Celebrating this planet                   though it may be                                                

1
          robust                                        A day for celebration                        

2
But still                   and celebrating myself------A day for celebration                                                          

3
                 and hopeful                            A day for celebration                              

1
-----Holy                                                This delicacy                                

2
          Holy      The final sigh of day                              of day                                 

3
               Holy                       The final sigh                                          

1
                   This robust planet                      tumultuous                                      

2
                                      This delicacy                                         

3
The final sigh-----                                 of day                                               

1
                                 spread before me                                              

2
               This robust feast                  tumultuous and tender-----                                              

3
and tender-----                                                                              

1
The final sigh of day-----Holy sea               Holy sky                                                                

2
The final sigh of day              This delicacy                                                                 

3
The final sigh of day                                     This robust feast                                         

1
Holy silence---------                      Holy flesh                                                         

2
                     tumultuous and tender                                                          

3
                                                      spread before me                        

1
Holy life and death                   Holy wisdom and innocence-----                                                            

2
                    Dented golden sea                               Fog horns                            

3
                                                                              

1
                                               Holy laughter and tears-----                           

2
serenading a fogless sky                                                                              

3
           Fog horns celebrating a fogless sky                                                                   

1
                         Holy wonder-----wonder-----                                                     

2
Holy dreams                                         Holy all moments                                      

3
            Holy animals                                             and all                     

1
           within those moments-----A day for celebration-----My days are                                                                   

2
                                    A day for celebration                                          

3
experience                          A day for celebration                                                    

1
draped in easy motion                                                                              

2
                                                          I sit away the hours                  

3
                      I sit away the hours on Haight Street                                                        

1
draped in easy motion                                                                              

2
                                                 It’s when we free ourselves                             

3
                      fingering my fantasies-----                                                         

1
            It’s when we free ourselves                        from desire                                           

2
from desire                             that we desire nothing                                                   

3
                                                                              

1
                           Holy dreams            Holy wonder                                        

2
                                       Holy flesh                                        

3
fingering my fantasies-----                                   Holy silence                                           

1
----------fingering my fantasies----------It’s almost time----------almost                                                                              

2
----------fingering my fantasies----------It’s almost time----------almost                                                                              

3
----------fingering my fantasies----------It’s almost time----------almost                                                                              

1
time-----Stroking the bark of this tree                                                                               

2
time                                    Stroking the bark                                           

3
time                                                      Let me explain                        

1
               I reach across the years                                                                

2
                                                              in Buena Vista                

3
what I’m doing                          I’m lifting fragments                                                      

1
                 and touch your flesh-----                                                             

2
                                                              It’s almost time               

3
from my journals                         weaving them together                                                     

1
                               Holy sea-----Holy sky-----Holy silence---------                                               

2
                               Holy sea-----Holy sky-----Holy silence---------                                               

3
to create this composition-----Holy sea-----Holy sky-----Holy silence---------                                                                              

XIV

1
There is no tomorrow                 never was-----              There is                                               

2
                     no tomorrow-----              never was-----                                           

1
no tomorrow              Those of us who plan tomorrow             will be                                                   

2
There is no tomorrow-----                              Those of us                                                 

1
planning today                   Cultivate and harvest today                                                            

2
               who plan tomorrow                              will be planning                                  

1
          Cultivate and harvest today-----It’s all we have                                                                     

2
today-----Cultivate and harvest today                      all we have--------                                                        

1
There is no tomorrow                          never was-----                                                    

2
                     There is no tomorrow-----              never was-----                                           

3
Some people assume their age             adjusting body and spirit                                                                  

4
                             Some people                                                  

3
                 to the unforgiving clockings of time                                                              

4
assume their age                                     adjusting body and spirit                                        

3
Caution retires the insouciance of reckless youth                                                                               

4
                                                  to the unforgiving clockings                            

3
            The body shifts                 shuffles and lowers itself                                                  

4
of time-----                Caution retires                                                               

3
                in preparation for the lateral position                                                              

4
The body shifts                    in preparation for the lateral position----                                                           

1
There is no tomorrow--------no tomorrow--------It’s almost time-----                                                                              

2
There is no tomorrow--------no tomorrow--------It’s almost time                                                                              

3
There is no tomorrow--------no tomorrow--------It’s almost time-----                                                                              

4
There is no tomorrow--------no tomorrow--------It’s almost time                                                                              

1
A day for celebration-----                          My days are draped in                                                    

2
                          The final sigh of day-----                                                    

3
A day for celebration-----                                                                              

4
                          The final sigh of day-----                                                    

1
easy motion                                  I paint as I paint                                              

2
                                 Holy dreams                                              

3
            There is no tomorrow                                The final sigh                                   

4
                                                                              
1
                                           This robust feast                                   

2
                      A day for celebration                Holy life and death                                      

3
of day-----                                                                               

4
           Holy flesh                                                                    
1
                                                   tumultuous and tender-----                           

2
                        Holy wisdom and innocence                                                      

3
Celebrating this planet                                                                              

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
            Fog horns serenading a fogless sky                                                                  

3
                                 foghorns serenading a fogless sky                                             

4
Holy wonder                                                       still robust                       
1
                                                         There is no tomorrow                     

2
                                   The final sigh of day                                            

3
             A day for celebration                                                                  

4
 and hopeful                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
                                     Cultivate and harvest today----------                                              

3
                                                                              

4
Cultivate and harvest today----------                                                                              
1
It’s almost time----------almost time----------almost time…                                                                              

2
It’s almost time----------almost time----------almost time…                                                                              

3
It’s almost time----------almost time----------almost time…                                                                              

4
It’s almost time----------almost time----------almost time…                                                                              
XV

1
The groans you hear            are those of an ecstatic body          lowering                                                          

2
                    The groans                               you hear                             

1
itself                  into a sulfur hot-spring                                                             

2
       an acstatic body                          lowering itself into a sulfur                                               

1
               Café Trieste is as certain and eternal as anything-----                                                               

2
hot-spring-----                                                   Café Trieste                       

1
as certain             as anything-----             A place I’ve known for                                                     

2
           and eternal                 anything-----                                                 

1
almost fifty years                    These mossy rusty cemented walls                                                          

2
                   A place I’ve known                                                            

1
                           These groans you hear              are those of an                                     

2
for almost fifty years-----             These groans you hear                                                                  

1
ecstatic body lowering itself                               into a sulfur                                               

2
              are those of an ecstatic body lowering itself                                                                 

1
hot-spring                                                                              

2
           at the edge of Feather River-----                                                                   

3
                                            Café Trieste is as certain and                                  

1
                       at the edge of Feather River                                                       

2
                                                 in the biter-sweet frostiness                        

3
eternal as anything----                                                                              

1
                                                        of an early winter                      

2
                            the bitter-sweet frostiness                                                   

3
the bitter-sweet frostiness                                                                               

1
morning-----                                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
            These mossy rusty cemented walls have housed the tender ravings---                                                                  

1
                          the agonies of a thousand and a thousand blessed                                                    

2
the holy benedictions-----                          The agonies of a thousand                                                     

3
                                                                              

1
souls                                                                              

2
and a thousand blessed souls                              There is no tomorrow                                               

3
The agonies of a thousand and a thousand blessed souls-----                                                                              

1
no tomorrow               no tomorrow                                                                 

2
                                      There is no tomorrow                                         

3
            never was-----                                 never was----------                                 

1
                              who plan tomorrow                      will be                          

2
Those of us who plan tomorrow                                                                               

3
                                                There is no tomorrow                                

1
planning today-----Cultivate and harvest today-----A day for celebration-----                                                                              

2
                   Cultivate and harvest today-----A day for celebration-----                                                           

3
                   Cultivate and harvest today-----A day for celebration-----                                                           

1
Celebrating this heroic storm                                                                               

2
                                                     flawed though it may be                       

3
                              Celebrating this planet                                                

1
but still robust and hopeful                                                                    

2
                                                        celebrating myself                      

3
                             and celebrating myself-----                                                 

1
----------There is no tomorrow----------There is no tomorrow----------                                                                              

2
----------There is no tomorrow----------There is no tomorrow----------                                                                              

3
----------There is no tomorrow----------There is no tomorrow----------                                                                              

1
Cultivate and harvest today…                                                                              

2
Cultivate and harvest today…                                                                              

3
Cultivate and harvest today…                                                                              

XVI

1
I’m looking back over my pages                                                                              

2
                              I’m looking back             over my pages                                    

3
                                               I’m looking                                

1
                   Scraps of feelings                    loneliness                                         

2
                                      words recorded                doubts----                         

3
back over my pages                                   joy                                             

1
                                  I’m looking back over my pages----------                                            

2
                 I’m looking back over my pages                                                             

3
I’m looking back over my pages                                                                              

1
                                   passionate and uncertain                                            

2
                   strong and weak                                   resilient                          

3
Myself in postures                                          stubborn                                      

1
innocent and wise                          I’m looking back over my pages-----                                                

2
                                           I’m looking back over my pages-----                                   

3
                  honest and dishonest-----I’m looking back over my pages-----                                                            

1
Such contradictions                                                                              

2
Such contradictions                                       Have I told you-----                                      

3
Such contradictions-----Have I told you how I love you-----                                                                              

1
Have I-----                                    Have I                                          

2
                                               Have I                               

3
           How tenderly I carry your essence---Have I---How lonely I sometimes                                                                    

1
     How lonely         I sometimes feel              and yet                                                   

2
                                                              How tenderly                

3
feel            and yet                 how full I am                                                   

1
                                                                There is              

2
I carry your essence-----                                                                              

3
                         There is no need for me to say goodbye                                                      

1
no need                           for we are together                                                    

2
        no need to say goodbye----                   you within me                                                  

3
                                                                me within you           

1
There is no need to say goodbye                                   for we are                                           

2
                                  There is no need to say goodbye                                            

3
                 There is no need to say goodbye                                                             

1
together                                          you within me-----together…                                    

2
                             You within me                          together…                       

3
for we are together----------           me within you               together…                                                    

EPILOGUE

1
Take this hand in spirit                for it is never unextended                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
                         Take this hand                            in spirit                          

4
                                                                              
1
                    I am here and there                                                           

2
-----Take this hand                                                in spirit                               

3
                                        for it is never unextended                                       

4
                                                                              
1
with you                                                             I am here                  

2
                                      for it is never unextended-----                                        

3
         I am here-----                                              I am here                       

4
                       Take this hand                                                        
1
                       gloriously engaged-----together                                                        

2
and there with you-----gloriously engaged              and apart----------                                                               

3
                       gloriously engaged-----together                                                        

4
and there with you-----gloriously engaged              and apart----------                                                                
1
I reach across the years and stroke your flesh ----------alive in the eternity                                                                             

2
I reach across the years and stroke your flesh ----------alive in the eternity                                                                              

3
I reach across the years and stroke your flesh ----------alive in the eternity                                                                              

4
I reach across the years and stroke your flesh ----------alive in the eternity                                                                              
1
of this moment----------                                                                              

2
                        this moment----------                                                      

3
                                             this moment----------                                 

4
                                                                  this moment            
1
----------this moment…                                                                    

2
----------this moment…                                                                              

3
----------this moment…                                                                              

4
----------this moment…                                                                              
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