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TRIOS

By

TOBY LURIE

PREFACE

This book TRIOS, as with my multitudes of books, for which I apologize, reflects my effort to bring the spoken word and music together, into a single element so that one becomes the other and the other becomes the one.  In this process I use

Music forms and multiple voices from duets to Symphonies for eighty voices wrapped in forms.  I’ve always been a proponent of form over content.  Taking content of questionable value and substance and investing it with a degree of formidability through the use of forms.

While this is a book of trios I noticed as I was proofing it today that a quartet crept into the mix and I leave it here simply because it contradicts the title of this book of language-compositions, and I like that idea.

As with all of my poems I strongly suggest that it be read aloud, for only then with it be fully appreciated as music.  Parenthesis indicate that a text is moving backwards, as a crab-fugue, or that text is being borrowed from another voice.  Dashes indicate silence which can never be exaggerated.

Toby Lurie

Fort Bragg, Ca.  6/8/11)

OBSESSION

1
Am I that obsessed      Even to the point               of composing                                                           

2
                   Am I                   that obsessed              Even to                           

1
          with words              that hold no interest            for me                                         

2
the point            of composing                       with words                                          

1
           which hold no interest for me-----Am I that obsessed                                                                 

2
which hold no interest for me                Am I that obsessed-----Am I                                                            

1
Am I that obsessed-----                  Even to the point of composing with                                                          

2
that obsessed          Even to the point of composing with words which hold                                                                  

1
with words which hold no interest for me------commonplace words                                                                            

2
no interest for me                                              colorless                              

1
      pale words                    second=class words which hold no interest                                                  

2
words            second-class words which hold no interest for me                                                                 

1
for me-----Am I that obsessed-----Am I-----                                                                            

2
           Am I that obsessed-----Am I                                                                 

3
           Am I that obsesses-----Am I     Am I so consumed with my passion                                                            

1
                 Am I-----                                  so concerned                          

2
Am I so consumed                            with my passion                                                  

3
                          that I am unaware                                                   

1
          with my passion                          that I am unaware what it                                         

2
that I am                                  unaware                   that I                         

3
                          what it is doing                                                   

1
is doing to me                                    Am I that obsessed-----                                        

2
unaware what it is doing to me                    Am I that obsessed                                                        

3
        that I am unaware what it is doing to me--Am I that obsessed                                                                    

1
And upon consideration                    I must wonder                                                         

2
                       Am I that obsessed               even to the point                                       

3
                                                                            

1
                       its effect                                                      

2
                                  of composing with words                                           

3
And upon consideration                                    I must wonder                                         

1
upon myself                                       Is it to my advantage                                       

2
                       which hold little interest                      for me                                

3
            its effect                                                                 

1
                And upon consideration I must wonder its effect upon myself                                                           

2
                And upon consideration                                                            

3
upon myself-----And upon consideration               I must wonder its effect                                                             

1
                And upon consideration---Is it to my advantage                                                            

2
                And upon consideration                                                            

3
upon myself-----And upon consideration         Is it to my advantage-----                                                                   

1
                                             He spoke of flaws                               

2
I must wonder-----And upon consideration-----                 Am I so consumed                                                           

3
                                                                            

1
         within the language                                                                    

2
                             with my passion               that I am unaware                                

3
He spoke                                     of deep flaws                                         

1
-----(Am I so consumed with my passion                                                                            

2
                                                        that I am unaware-----                    

3
                       Am I so consumed with my passion                                                      

1
And upon consideration---He spoke of deep flaws                                                                            

2
and upon consideration                                                                            

3
And upon consideration            He spoke of deep flaws within the language                                                                

1
within the language of one who is comfortably stoned-----                                                                            

2
                                                        I questioned his                    

3
of one who is comfortably stoned                                                                            

1
                     Am I so consumed                with my passion                                        

2
opinion and still do                  I questioned it                                                           

3
                                                                            

1
                                  that I am unaware                                           

2
                 and still do-----                                                           

3
Am I so consumed                                    with my passion-----                                          

1
              What is it doing to me                                                              

2
I question it                                          and still do-----                                   

3
                                     that I am unaware                                        

1
Am I so consumed with my passion                                                                            

2
                                                  I question it---and still do                         

3
                 Am I so consumed with my passion                                                            

1
Am I so consumed with passion that I am unaware what it is doing to me                                                                            

2
                                                            Am I so consumed                

3
                              Am I so consumed with passion that I am unaware                                                                           

1
                                                               Am I-----             

2
with passion that I am unaware what it is doing to me----------                                                                            

3
what it is doing to me                                                  Am I                          

1
                       with a stout pen                                                      

2
Just give me a journal                                                                             

3
                                        and you’ll soon find out…                                    

Fort Bragg, 11/25/10

(Thanksgiving evening)

FORM AND CONTENT

1
I’ve spoken often of the merits of form over content                                                                            

2
                                                     I’ve spoken often                        

1
                                but that statement                                             

2
of the merits                                      of form                                        

3
              I’ve spoken often                            of the merits                                   

1
could use some clarification-----                                                                             

2
                                                   of the merits of form over                        

3
                                 I’ve spoken often of the merits of form over                                          

1
                              of form over content                                               

2
content I’ve spoken often-----                     but that statement                                                       

3
content                                                                            

1
                                                   form over content                        

2
could use some clarification                                 content over form                                          

3
but that statement could use some clarification-----                      form                                                      

1
                 Form without content is formless                                                           

2
                                                  Form without content-----                          

3
over content-----                                                                            

1
     and therefore                                 therefore                                        

2
                   is formless                               formless                           

3
Form                           without content-----                   without                              

1
            cannot exist                                                                 

2
                         and therefore             cannot exist                                       

3
content-----                           is formless              and therefore                                    

1
              and therefore cannot exist-----                   But that                                           

2
and therefore cannot exist                                                                            

3
cannot exist                                 But that statement could use                                           

1
statement could use some clarification                                                                             

2
                                       and therefore cannot exist-----exist                                    

3
some clarification                                                                            

1
And content without form is without content                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                                            And content without form-----                                

1
                             and therefore-----                                                

2
I’ve spoken about the merits                                      of form                                           
3
                                                is without content                                 

1
cannot exist                                                                            

2
             over content               and therefore cannot exist-----                                                
3
                          and therefore cannot exist                                                  

1
But it’s not as grim as it sounds                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                               And that statement could use some clarification                                          

1
-----Form without content                                           But it’s                                 

2
                                                   cannot exist-----                         
3
                          and content without form                                                  

1
not as grim as it sounds                                                                            

2
                                                  Because form and content                          
3
            But it’s not as grim as it sounds-----                                                                

1
                          Because form and content exist-----                                                  

2
exist in all language-----                                                                         
3
                                                              Because              

1
in all language                                                                            

2
                                       to the extent                which may                      
3
                form and content exist               in all language                                             

1
                                                                        

2
provide slim evidence                                    of its existence-----                                                         
3
        which may provide slim evidence of its existence                                                                    

1
But that statement could use some clarification                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                   But that statement could use some clarification----------                                                                            

1
                                  The challenge for me                                          

2
It’s not as grim as it sounds-----                     I’ve spoken often                                                       
3
                                                                            

1
               is to compose with a limited inventory                                                             

2
                                                                            
3
And I must add                                     I will not become embroiled                                     

1
                                           and develop it                                  

2
        of the merits of form over content                                                                     
3
in form                                                   at the expense                           

1
           through the use of new and unusual forms                                                                 

2
                                                            but that statement                         
3
of content                                          If I do                                 

1
                            The forms may not be new                                                 

2
                                                     but that statement                       
3
and this is my tendency-----                                                                         

1
                                                                            

2
could use some clarification-----                                                                            
3
                                 I am left with an intricate network of mush                                           

1
                     and unusual forms                            I’ve spoken                         

2
Form without content                   If I have nothing to say---                                                          
3
                                                                            

1
often about the merits of form over content                                                                            

2
     (I’ve spoken often about the merits of form over content)                                                                       
3
                     (I’ve spoken often about the merits of form over content)                                                    

1
               And I must add that I will not become embroiled in form                                                             

2
And I must add that I will must become embroiled in form                                                                            
3
                              And I must add that I will not become embroiled                                              

1
            I will not-----at the expense of content-----The forms may not                                                                

2
            I will not-----at the expense of content                                                                
3
in form-----I will not-----at the expense of content                                                                            

1
be new----                  be new and unusual                                                          

2
          may not                              but their application                                    
3
                  The forms                                          may not                 

1
                          within the borders of language                                                  

2
       within the borders of language                    may be-----                                                 
3
be new                                                              may be----               

1
If I have nothing to say                   then I should not bother                                                          

2
                                                                            
3
                         If I have nothing                          to say                          

1
saying it                                                                             

2
                   If I have nothing to say              I should not bother                                            
3
          Then-----                         I should not bother saying it                                         

1
              Better silence-------------                                                              

2
saying it-----                            My forms of forms intend to augment                                              
3
                                                                            

1
                          to augment the relationships                                               

2
                                                       Better silence---------                  
3
Better silence------------                                                                            

1
between words                            and employing forms of improvisation                                                

2
                                                                            
3
              by treating them abstractly                                                               

1
                           And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                 

2
as I am now doing----------And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                                            
3
                           And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                 

1
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            

2
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            
3
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 11/26-27/10

IMPROVISATION

1
Improvisation is the essence of my poetry               That is to say                                                              

2
                                          Improvisation                                   
1
                            While form is also the essence                                                 

2
is the essence of my poetry                                That is to say                                             
1
The essence of my form                                the essence of my form                                             

2
                       while form is also the essence                                                      
1
             is improvisation                        The essence of my form                                       

2
of my poetry                  The essence of my form is improvisation                                                           
1
is improvisation                                    which contradicts                                        

2
                 which contradicts the idea of form                                                          
1
                 the idea            of form                 which challenges                                

2
which challenges          my ability         to cogently explain                                                            
1
                        my ability to explain                     without                                

2
without becoming victim                       of my peculiar form                                                       
1
becoming victim               of my own peculiar form of regression                                                             

2
                of regression           of my own peculiar form of regression                                                  
1
for regressions sake----------I could say-----                   I could say                                                           

2
for regressions sake                          That is to say-----                                                  
1
that form is the crucible             into which I pour my improvisations                                                                

2
                          I could say                                                   
1
                          that form is the crucible into which I pour                                                  

2
that form is the crucible into which I pour my improvisations                                                                            
1
my improvisations----------                                  I could say---                                          

2
                                            That is to say---                                
3
                           And I must say---                                                 

1
                Why not just say---Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                            

2
        Why not just say           Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                         
3
Why not just say                   Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                         

1
                                   I could say----------                                         

2
                    That is to say                                                         
3
-----And I must say                                     Thinking about                                        

1
                             which one best not think about----                                               

2
                                                                and I must say                
3
regression and improvisation                                                                            

1
                                                    I could say                         

2
              Thinking             about regression                                                   
3
and resisting          my thinking                              Knowing                                      

1
that form is the crucible                                                                             

2
                         and improvisation                                                   
3
                                          that thinking inhibits improvisation                                

1
              into which I pour my improvisations                                                               

2
and resisting                                                                             
3
                                                  which one should approach                          

1
                I’ll never be finished with talk about improvisation-----                                                            

2
my thinking-----                                                                            
3
                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
I’ll never be finished with talk-----                       Knowing that talk                                                     
3
                                     I’ll never be finished                                       

1
Knowing that talk inhibits improvisation                                                                            

2
inhibits improvisation                                     Yet much of what                                       
3
                  Knowing that talk inhibits improvisation                                                          

1
                                  not easy to define when emphasizing                                           

2
we say is a form of improvisation                                                                            
3
                                                                            

1
my dedication to form-----                                                                            

2
                          not easy to define-----         when emphasizing                                         
3
                                                 not easy                           

1
my dedication             Form as I define it---while rigid in one sense                                                                

2
my dedication to form                                                                            
3
              to form-----                                                              

1
                    also creates             an environment                                             

2
Form as I define it              while rigid                in one sense                                               
3
                                                                            

1
                    within its environment                                                         

2
                                           also creates an environment                                 
3
Form as I define it                                                                            

1
                         where improvisation                        is not                            

2
                                             within its environment                                
3
while rigid in one sense                                                                             

1
only encouraged but enhanced                                                                            

2
                is not only encouraged but enhanced                                                                       
3
                            is not only encouraged but enhanced----------                                                           

1
                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                                                                            

4
I’ll never be finished with talk about improvisation for it’s a major                                                                            
1
                                                                            

2
                                                              I improvise              
3
                                                                            

4
element in my poetry-----even so before I was aware of it-----                                                                            
1
                                                                            

2
with my word-scales                                                                             
3
                    the way a jazz musician improvises with music-scales                                                        

4
                                                                            
1
                                              For example-----the word-scale                              

2
                                                                            
3
                                                                            

4
Limited but unlimited by the imposed form-----                                                                            
1
“Night descends offering herself to the anxious moon”-----                                                                            

2
                                                          Backwards-----                  
3
                                                                            

4
                                                                            
1
                                                        From the center                    

2
To the anxious moon                                                                             
3
                    offering herself                                                        

4
                                     night descends-----                                       
1
                       Offering herself                                                      

2
                                                      to the anxious moon-----                      
3
in both directions-----                                                                            

4
                                        night descends                                    
1
                            offering herself                                                 

2
                                                                            
3
                      Night                  descends                                      

4
Loosely expressed-----                                to the moon----                                            
1
                 herself offering                  offering-----                                          

2
the anxious moon                                                Suddenly new                             
3
                                  night                                           

4
                                        to herself                                    
1
                                       as fresh meanings emerge                                     

2
                                                                at least            
3
                       relations occur                                                     

4
and somewhat dissonant                                                                            
1
                     Another word-scale---                                                       

2
by my estimation-----                 “I asked nothing feeling most complete”                                                       
3
                                                                            

4
                                                                            
1
                             nothing                                               

2
                     feeling                               I asked nothing----                         
3
-----Nothing                         most complete                                                    

4
             I asked                               feeling                                 
1
And so on                     to construct and deconstruct as a resource-----                                                      

2
          Words as a resource to construct and deconstruct                                                                  
3
                                                                            

4
                                                                            
1
                                                         Improvisation is the                   

2
                                                                            
3
              endlessly-----Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                              

4
endlessly-----                                                                            
1
essence of my poetry                                       It’s almost time                                     

2
        of my poetry                                                                     
3
                     the essence                                                        

4
                                 is improvisation----------                                           
1
                                                                So suddenly            

2
                                             composing eternity                                
3
            We speak of moments                                                                 

4
Be prepared                     of fragments                                                         
1
                                So suddenly                                             

2
                                            composing eternity                                 
3
            time is running-----                               We speak                                 

4
It’s almost time                                                                            
1
                                              They never understood                              

2
                          They never listened                                                  
3
of moments                                                          Nothing                  

4
It’s almost time----------                                                                            
1
                                                    So suddenly the stillness                     

2
                      Except the silence-------------                                                      
3
to do                                                           the stillness                  

4
      Nothing to hear                                                                      
1
                                                                            

2
            Night descends                 offering herself                                                
3
so suddenly                                                                             

4
                           I asked nothing                  feeling most                                
1
                                                I could say-----                            

2
         to the anxious moon-----                               That is                                    
3
                                                                        to say    

4
complete                         And I must say                                                     
1
-----To say Improvisation is the essence of my poetry---While form is also                                                                            

2
            Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                                
3
            Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                                

4
            Improvisation is the essence of my poetry                                                                
1
the essence                                 So suddenly the stillness--------                                           

2
                                                                            
3
the essence of my form is improvisation-----So suddenly the stillness--------                                                                           

4
                                                                            
1
                         So suddenly-----                    the void------                                 

2
So suddenly the void-----                 the stillness------                                                            
3
                         So suddenly-----                    the void------                                                   

4
So suddenly the void-----                 the stillness------                                                                            
1
Deep sleep carries us away                     erased---------------                                                       

2
           Deep sleep carries us away----------erased---------------                                                                 
3
Deep sleep carries us away                     erased---------------                                                                            

4
           Deep sleep carries us away----------erased---------------                                                                 
1
So suddenly--------------------------away…                                                                            

2
So suddenly--------------------------away…                                                                            
3
So suddenly--------------------------away…                                                                            

4
So suddenly--------------------------away…                                                                            
Fort Bragg, 1/19-21/11

IMPROVISATION

1
And then I write as improvisation                 And then---                                                           

2
                                  And then I write           as improvisation                             
1
opening myself         to anything wishing to enter                and here                                                    

2
               I write                              opening myself                                 
1
it comes             in unpredictable form                                                                 

2
         to anything                       wishing to enter and here it comes                                              
1
and here it comes easy and well---And then-----I write as improvisation-----                                                                            

2
easy and well                     And then-----I write as improvisation                                                       
1
It seems always to be there          eager to become                                                                    

2
                            It seems                 always to be there-----                                
1
It may be anything                 or nothing-----                                                           

2
                   eager to become                It may be anything                                           
1
There is little difference            or so it seems                                                                

2
                           or nothing               There is little difference                                 
1
And then                            I write as improvisation-----                                                

2
And then-----or so it seems I write as improvisation             nor is there                                                               
1
       or so it seems           opening myself to anything                                                          

2
a need       or so it seems-----                           opening myself                                           
1
that wishes             to enter                          to enter----------                                       

2
            to anything          that wishes to enter-----to enter----------                                                       
1
I sit for a moment listening-----      The hum of a furnace                                                                       

2
                                 I sit                      for a moment                     
1
Movement of cats               A silence-----supported by sounds                                                             

2
                 listening-----                                  The hum                         
1
             The eternal ringing                  in my ears                                               

2
of a furnace                     Movement of cats            A silence--------                                              
1
supported by sounds-----                    The eternal ringing in my ears                                                       

2
                        The eternal ringing in my ears                                                    
1
----------And then-----I write as improvisation                                                                            

2
----------And then-----I write as improvisation                                                                            
3
----------And then-----I write as improvisation-----The rioting in Cairo-----                                                                            

1
                             People rising against a tyrant                                                

2
Massive rioting in Cairo-----                               People rising                                             
3
                                                                            

1
                                                   Other Arab countries                         

2
                                  against a tyrant                                           
3
Other Arab countries on the brink                                                                             

1
on the brink-----And then-----Israel-----And my wife comes forth with dinner                                                                             

2
                 And then-----Israel                                                           
3
                 And then-----Israel                                                           

1
                The world is on fire                There is little difference                                           

2
                The world is on fire                                                            
3
comes forth-----The world is on fire with dinner-----                                                                           

1
                      a need-----                         Simply to be-----                             

2
                                 Simply to be present-----                                           
3
little difference-----                                                                            

1
To be present                  And then-----                                                          

2
To be present                               I wrap it in forms                                             
3
To be present-----And then-----                                I wrap it                                            

1
                        I wrap it in forms                                                     

2
in fugue forms                            that it might become music                                                 
3
               in forms                                 that it might become                             

1
                                                     in fugue forms                       

2
                           She bubbles with laughter                                                  
3
in fugue forms---music-----                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
                 Best commercials of the Super Bowl                                                            
3
She bubbles over                                    with laughter----------                                         

1
                                                                  I wrap it          

2
Night seeps in through our living-room windows                                                                             
3
                                               Night seeps in-----                             

1
in forms                                                  nor is there a need                      

2
                                           I am inattentive                                
3
         through our living-room windows---                                                                   

1
                                                               surrounded             

2
                           I am inattentive                                                  
3
There is little difference                  A silence----------                                                           

1
by sounds                             surrounded                                                 

2
          It seems always to be there                     by silence----------                                              
3
                                                 It seems                            

1
Everlasting silence----------within the sounds----------And then----------                                                                            

2
Everlasting silence----------within the sounds----------And then----------                                                                            
3
Everlasting silence----------within the sounds----------And then----------                                                                            

1
And then…                                                                            

2
And then…                                                                            
3
And then…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 2/4/11

(an improvisation)

IMPULSE

1
I await the impulse          A thought             A feeling           within                                            

2
                     I await           the impulse           A thought                                   
1
          or without                   I await the impulse-----Whatever it                                                

2
A feeling            within or without I await the impulse                                                                 
1
might be          is always there             or very soon arrives                                                        

2
         Whatever                 it might be                  is always there                              
1
-----I await-----                        A thought           within                                           

2
                 I await the impulse-----          A feeling        or without                                           
1
A thought                    What’s coming at me         now                                                          

2
          A feeling----------              What’s coming     at me now-----                                                
1
An advancing fog                      Hanging a few hundred yards                                                        

2
                 coming at me now-----                            Hanging                               
1
off shore                     Coming at me        now                                                  

2
          a few hundred yards              Coming     at me now----------                                                 
1
I await the impulse coming at me now                              coming                                              

2
I await the impulse                              an advancing for coming                                              
3
I await the impulse                  Transparent                  coming                                         

1
at me now               coming at me now                                                    

2
at me now               coming at me now                    and the waves                                          
3
at me now And the waves coming at me now advancing silently                                                                           

1
I await         the impulse                                                                     

2
                            advancing silently-----so silently----------                                                
3
        Half in                                                                     

1
                 A thought         A feeling                                                    

2
                           Half in                    half out the fog                              
3
half out the fog                             breaking                                                

1
                    Whatever it might be                                                         

2
                                                               breaking             
3
nearly silently-----                     along a broad stretch                                                        

1
                and is always there---                                                                   

2
silently--------                                             That’s impulse                                
3
                                       That’s impulse enough to carry one away                                  

1
       That’s impulse enough to carry one away---                                                                     

2
enough to carry one away                                                                            
3
                                                And the act of putting it down                        

1
What’s coming at me now                         An advancing fog                                                    

2
                        And the act                                                     
3
                                    Translating                  from sky                      

1
                                             Hanging a few hundred yards                               

2
        of putting it down                                                                     
3
and sea                    and ragged cliffs                                                          

1
off shore                                                                             

2
                                                             Translating                
3
          stretching endlessly----------endlessly stretching                                                                   

1
Transparent                                            And the waves                                 

2
            from sky and sea                                                                 
3
                             and I receive the impulse                                               

1
                               advancing silently                                              

2
and ragged cliffs                                                   stretching                          
3
                  which arises                    from the feelings                                        

1
              Breaking silently-----                                                              

2
endlessly-----                                                     And I                       
3
                                    that are roused from all of it                                         

1
                    That’s impulse enough           to carry one away                                              

2
receive the impulse                                                                            
3
                                          And I-----                                  

1
                                    Translating from sea and sky                                        

2
                                                                            
3
receive the impulse and look inside                             blending                                               

1
             stretching endlessly----                               endlessly                                

2
                                     Which arises from the feelings                                       
3
with outside                                                                             

1
                                                                            

2
                  from the feelings which are roused from all of it----------                                                          
3
From the feelings which are roused from all of it                                                                            

1
Now-----------as I embrace-----this tender fading day----------as mine…                                                                            

2
Now-----------as I embrace-----this tender fading day----------as mine…                                                                            
3
Now-----------as I embrace-----this tender fading day----------as mine…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 2/11/11

(from journal entry same day)

IT’S TIME

1
It’s time                       Well past time-----Three times I’ve reached                                                       

2
          It’s time             Well past time                                                     
3
                    It’s time---Well past time                                                        

1
the threshold of seventy------                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                              Three times I’ve reached the threshold-------                                                

1
            Two times I lost my nerve                                                                 

2
Three times                                      I’ve reached the threshold                                       
3
                                      of seventy                                       

1
Turned and fled                      year by year                                                       

2
                          of seventy                              Two times                     
3
                Two times                         I lost my nerve                                     

1
back to sixty-five                                 Then turned again                                           

2
                                   I lost my nerve                                         
3
                   turned and fled                                                          

1
                             Returning year by year                                               

2
             Turned and fled                                                               
3
year by year                                        back to sixty-five                                    

1
to that foreboding year                                                                             

2
                        year by year                   back to sixty-five                                  
3
                                     Then turned again                                        

1
                       where I now find myself-----It’s time-----                                                     

2
                       where I now find myself                                                     
3
Returning year by year where I now find myself                   It’s time                                                        

1
      It’s past time-----Well past time-----I’m sixty-nine years old for the                                                                     

2
I say It’s past time-----Well past time                                                                            
3
      It’s past time-----Well past time                                                                      

1
third time                          by my cheating method                                                  

2
           I’m sixty-nine years old                       for the third time                                           
3
                                                                            

1
and I’ve decided                                                 that I’ve                            

2
                  by my cheating method                                                           
3
                                        I’m sixty-nine years old                                     

1
deceived the world                                     or have I                                         

2
                                      and I’ve decided                                      
3
                   for the third time                            by my                               

1
                                                              long enough              

2
                that I’ve deceived the world                                                             
3
cheating method                              and I’ve decided                                                

1
                                                that I’ve deceived the world                            

2
or have I                    that I’ve deceived the world long enough                                                         
3
          that I’ve deceived the world long enough                                                                  

1
long enough-----Or have I-----long enough and will move on to that number                                                                           

2
                Or have I-----long enough                                                            
3
                Or have I-----long enough                                                            

1
                 I’ve dreaded                and avoided                                            

2
                                                                            
3
and will move on              to that number             I’ve dreaded                                                   

1
for sixteen years                                 No one believed me anyway                                           

2
                             and will move on-----No one believed me anyway                                                           
3
                  and avoided                     No one believed me anyway                                     

1
-----And so I say------vehemently---I say-It’s time-----It’s past time-----                                                                            

2
-----And so I say------vehemently---I say-It’s time-----It’s past time-----                                                                            
3
-----And so I say------vehemently---I say-It’s time-----It’s past time-----                                                                            

1
Well past time---So I’m moving on to that number               I’ve dreaded                                                              

2
Well past time                                   I’m moving on                                          
3
Well past time                                                                            

1
               and avoided                                  moving on to                            

2
to that number                                    moving on to that number                                   
3
                          I’m moving on-moving on to that number I’ve dreaded                                                

1
that number I’ve dreaded and avoided for sixteen years-----That number which                                                                           

2
I’ve dreaded and avoided                                                                            
3
                                                                            

1
awaits me                                 with huge anticipation                                           

2
          To that number                                         That number                          
3
                         for sixteen years                                                   

1
                                                    which awaits me with huge                        

2
which awaits me-----                which awaits me with huge anticipation                                                            
3
                    which awaits me with huge anticipation                                                        

1
anticipation----------                                                                             

2
                      How suddenly the months-----                                                      
3
                                                  How suddenly the years-----                          

1
fading one into the other-----                                                                            

2
                              Through the eternity of moments-----                                              
3
                                                                  The moments          

1
                     It’s time----------It’s past time----------And I’m there                                                      

2
                     It’s time----------It’s past time----------                                                       
3
of eternity----------It’s time----------It’s past time----------                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
----------and here----------                                                                            
3
                            now…                                                

Fort Bragg, 3/8/11

(from Journal entry, 2/11/11)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

1
Called my brother yesterday (for eighty years the term was brothers) to wish                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
him a happy birthday                                 “This is not my birthday”                                            

2
                     Called my brother yesterday-----                                                        

1
                             he responded-----                                                

2
to wish him a happy birthday                  “This is not my birthday”                                                            

1
“Yes it is”              I replied-----                            Called my                                    

2
            he responded               Called my brother yesterday to wish him                                                  

1
brother yesterday to wish him a happy birthday-----                                                                             

2
a happy birthday                                   This brother was born on                                          

1
                 This brother was born                          on April                                   

2
April Fool’s Day                       so he chose to celebrate                                                       

1
Fool’s Day                      so he chose to celebrate                on the                                        

2
           on the day following                          I also told him                                        

1
following day                     I also told him                                                          

2
              that I’ve known him                 longer than anyone else                                               

1
that I’ve known him                 longer than anyone else on planet earth                                                             

2
                    on planet earth                    longer than anyone else                                     

1
                    Called my brother yesterday-----to wish him Happy Birthday                                                         

2
on planet earth-----Called my brother yesterday-----to wish him happy Birthday                                                                             

3
                    Called my brother yesterday-----to wish him Happy Birthday                                                         

1
                                             Until I explained I’ve known him                                

2
                Doubted it until I explained                                                             

3
He doubted it---                                                                             

1
longer than his wife-----                                                                            

2
                                                              Then I told him              
3
                         Then he understood-----he understood                                                    

1
                                Then I told him                                             

2
that he had a great-grandmother                 who was the oldest resident                                                            
3
                                                                            

1
           that he had                 a great-grandmother                                                  

2
in Seattle                                                 living to be 103                            
3
                       Then I told him                                                      

1
the oldest resident in Seattle                               living to be 103                                           

2
                                                                            
3
                               that he had a great-grandmother                                              

1
                       then she died-----                                                     

2
-----Then she died-----                                                                            
3
                                         Sitting in Headlands a mid-Saturday                                   

1
             Sitting in Headlands                                                             

2
                                  “This is not my birthday”                                             
3
afternoon---                                                radiant sun                              

1
mid Saturday afternoon                           radiant sun                                                  

2
                       he responded                          “Yes it is”                            
3
                                    muscled wind                                         

1
                       muscled wind                                                     

2
                                    I replied----                                        
3
Fingering old memories                           Surrounded by the gentleness                                                  

1
                             Surrounded by the gentleness of muted voices                                               

2
Surrounded by the gentleness of muted voices                                                                            
3
of muted voices                                                                            

1
Comfortable and sad                   and I expected him to out-do her-----                                                         

2
Comfortable and sad-----Then she died                                                                             
3
Comfortable and sad                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
He agreed but went on to remind me           as he has done                                                                    
3
                                   He agreed                but went on                          

1
                He agreed                                   but went on                          

2
countless times                        over countless years                                                     
3
                          to remind me                                                   

1
                                                                            

2
that he has an awful memory-----no memory at all                to which                                                            
3
                                                 as he has done                            

1
            to remind me                                                                

2
I responded                             “Mel you’ve never forgotten this fact                                               
3
                         countless times                                                    

s he has done                                                    countless times                          

2
                                    and you’ve mentioned it to me                                        
3
               over countless years                                                              

1
                            over countless years                                                 

2
                                                 and to everyone                           
3
that he has an awful memory                                      to which                                       

1
                     that he has an awful memory-----                                                       

2
                                                                            
3
to which I responded                                 “Mel you’ve never                                           

1
                                       To which I responded                                     

2
                    So it sounds to me                      like you have an                                  
3
forgotten this fact                                                                           

1
                                                    “You have an excellent                       

2
excellent memory for some things”                                                                            
3
So it sounds to me like you have an excellent memory for some things”                                                                            

1
memory for some things”                     and replied                                             

2
                                                                        
3
                        My brother chuckled            “I guess you’re right”                                    

1
-----The wind has softened and this day is passing into darkness                                                                           

2
                                                                            
3
                                                                 The wind           

1
             I steamed some asparagus and onions                                                               

2
                                                                            
3
has softened                                     and this day has passed                                       

1
                      Carolyne looks from her book               radiating                                        

2
The wind has softened                                                                            
3
                                                   into darkness                          

1
tenderness                                                                             

2
           and this day has passed                                                                  
3
                                   I steamed some asparagus and onions                                         

1
                  Returning to my brother           whom I called yesterday                                                

2
into darkness-----                        Returning                                                      
3
                                                                            

1
                        to wish him a happy birthday                                                    

2
to my brother                                   to wish him a happy birthday                                          
3
              Returning             To wish him a happy birthday                                                 

1
-----This brother who has made life so difficult for those who would love him                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
-----This brother who has made life so difficult-----                                                                            
3
                                                     This brother-----                       

1
This brother who seems incapable of intimacy                                                                             

2
                                             for every one                               
3
                                                           who has made life                 

1
                                          And when his daughter asks me why                                  

2
                                                                            
3
so difficult for those who would love him                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
                       This brother who seems incapable of intimacy-----                                                     
3
This brother who seems incapable of intimacy                                                                            

1
-----This brother----------This brother                                                                            

2
-----This brother----------This brother-----And when his daughter asks me why                                                                           
3
-----This brother----------This brother                                                                            

1
                 And when his daughter asks me why-----why-----                                                           

2
                                                               I tell her             
3
-----asks me why                                                                            

1
“Your father never felt loved                                                                            

2
                              I tell her                                              
3
                                         “Your father never felt loved-----                                   

1
Which is why he was never able to give it”                                                                            

2
                         “Which is why he was never able to give it”-----                                                               
3
             Which is why he was never able to give it”                                                               

1
                              I told my brother                                               

2
                                                a few times                            
3
I told my brother a few times                               “Mel---I love you”                                              

1
                                                     uncomfortable for him                       

2
“I love you”-----                                                                            
3
                 It was always uncomfortable for him                                                           

1
to hear it-----                                                                            

2
               And now---for the first time-----        I believe I do                                                    
3
                                                And now                            

1
                   I believe I do                            My brother-----                             

2
                                                             My brother-----               
3
for the first time                My 94 year old brother-----My brother-----                                                             

s

1
“Happy birthday----------I love you…”                                                                            

2
“Happy birthday----------I love you…”                                                                            
3
“Happy birthday----------I love you…”                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/2/11

(from journal entry same day)

FOREST OF THE NIGHTINGALES

1
Vivaldi worked in an orphanage for young girls---His most famous work is The                                                                             

2
                                                                            
1
Four Seasons                                I may have                                             

2
             Vivaldi worked in an orphanage            for young girls                                                    
1
heard it last                      over twenty years ago                                                      

2
              His most famous work                       is The Four Seasons                                        
1
as I was entering The Forest of the Nightingales-----of the Nightingales-----                                                                            

2
                                                                            
1
                         to settle in                   for a Greek salad                                 

2
I may have heard it last              as I was entering                                                                
1
                               and a frosted bottle of beer                                             

2
the forest of the Nightingales                              to settle in-----                                              
1
It was coming from the forest-----the forest of the Nightingales--------                                                                            

2
                                  the forest of the Nightingales--------                                          
3
                                  the forest of the Nightingales--------                                          

1
of the Nightingales                                                                            

2
of the Nightingales                                                                            
3
of the Nightingales-----Vivaldi worked in an orphanage for young girls                                                                            

1
Loud-speakers hanging from trees                                                                            

2
                                  for a Greek salad                                          
3
                                                    His most famous work                        

1
                             several dozen at least                                               

2
and a frosted bottle of beer                                                                             
3
                                                    is The Four Seasons                        

1
                                        surrounding me                                     

2
It was  coming                                         from the forest                                   
3
               I may have heard it last                                                              

1
                      on the Island of Samos                                                      

2
                                             Loud-speakers hanging from trees                                
3
over twenty years ago                                                                             

1
                                    as I was entering the forest of the forest                                                  

2
                  as I was entering the forest of the Nightingales                                                                            
3
as I was entering the forest of the Nightingales                                                                            

1
of the Nightingales-----of the Nightingales surrounded by the Aegean Sea                                                                           

2
                        of the Nightingales                                                    
3
                        of the Nightingales                                                    

1
                           I spoke with the owner                                                 

2
several dozen at least-----                                    surrounding me                                                      
3
                                                  to settle in                          

1
                                         who was proud of his collection                                   

2
                  on the Island of Samos                                                           
3
for a Greek salad                                                                             

1
                             of classical music               It was coming                                  

2
surrounded by the Aegean Sea                                                                            
3
                                                It was coming from the forest                           

1
from the forest                   The forest of the Nightingales--------                                                         

2
It was coming from the forest-----The forest of the Nightingales--------                                                                            
3
                                  The forest of the Nightingales--------                                          

1
Nightingales-----It was coming from the forest                                                                            

2
Nightingales-----It was coming from the forest-----I spoke with the owner                                                                            
3
Nightingales-----It was coming from the forest                                                                            

1
He took me inside               to show it to me                                                              

2
                  who was proud                  of his collection                                        
3
                                                                            

1
                                     He told me he had                                       

2
                                                        of classical music                            
3
Loud-speakers hanging from the trees                                                                             

1
the largest collection of classical music on the Island                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                                                       several dozen at least                    

1
                  I thought---maybe the only collection                                                          

2
He took me inside                                       to show it to me                                     
3
                                                                            

1
Perhaps several dozen records or CDs                                                                             

2
                                                    surrounding me on the                        
3
                                     surrounding me on the Island of Samos                                       

1
surrounding me on the Island of Samos-----The Island of Samos                                                                           

2
Island of Samos                           The Island of Samos                                                 
3
                                          The Island of Samos surrounded-----                                 

1
surrounded----                                          and I was delightfully                                

2
              surrounded----                                                             
3
                            surrounded by the Aegean Sea                                              

1
impressed                                   when he showed me several hundred                                          

2
          He told me                                                                   
3
                     I spoke with the owner                                                        

1
                                or more                                            

2
who was proud of his collection         he had the largest collection                                                                    
3
                                                                            

1
                                          Vivaldi worked in an orphanage                                  

2
                   on the Island----------                                                         
3
of classical music                                                                             

1
for young girls-----young girls                                                                            

2
                    young girls                          His most famous work                              
3
                    young girls-----His most famous work is The Four Seasons                                                        

1
His most famous work is the four seasons-----                                                                            

2
is The Four Seasons                                                                            
3
                                             I may have heard it last                               

1
                      as I was entering----                      the forest                                 

2
over twenty years ago                               was entering the forest                                             
3
                                           as I-----             the forest                    

1
of the Nightingales-----of the Nightingales-----How well I remember my trips                                                                            

2
of the Nightingales-----of the Nightingales                                                                            
3
of the Nightingales-----of the Nightingales                                                                            

1
                             to the Island of Samos                                                

2
How well I remember                                 my trips                                           
3
                    How well                                 I remember                       

1
                                                            The people                

2
to the Island of Samos                                                                            
1                        our trips to the Island of Samos-----                                                     

1
I came to love            are still there                and would remember                                                 

2
                                                                            
3
               The people                 I came to love                                              

1
           as I remember                                                                  

2
The people                               I came to love                                              
3
                         are still there                and would remember                                    

1
                                                as I remember The Four Seasons                           

2
are still there               and would remember              The Four Seasons                                                 
3
                as I remember                                 The Four Seasons                            

1
-----Vivaldi’s most famous composition                                                                             

2
                                       The Four Seasons                                      
3
                                                        Vivaldi’s most famous                   

1
                                         As I was entering the forest of the                                      

2
            over twenty years ago--------As I was entering the forest of the                                                                
3
composition                              As I was entering the forest of the                                              

1
Nightingales----------of the Nightingales----------the Nightingales…                                                                            

2
Nightingales----------of the Nightingales----------the Nightingales…                                                                            
3
Nightingales----------of the Nightingales----------the Nightingales…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/7/11, (an improvisation with care)

SCOTT’S POINT

1
Back to Scott’s Point to inhale the wonders of this place and to inhale a                                                                            

2
                                                                            
1
modicum of herb----            Back to Scott’s Point             to inhale                                                 

2
                   (Pause)-----                      (inhale)----       
1
the wonders          of this place            and to inhale a modicum of herb                                                     

2
            (Ah)-----              (Pause)-----                                                  
1
                    It’s not that I need it                                                       

2
(inhale)----(Ah)----                      to inhale the wonders of this place                                                   
1
Not that I couldn’t survive               I could                   without it                                            

2
                            and to inhale         a modicum of herb                                        
1
                Not that I need it                                                             

2
-----Not that I need it            That I couldn’t survive without it                                                                
1
That I couldn’t survive                      without it-----                                                       

2
                        But it works so well                Back to Scott’s                                     
1
Back to Scott’s Point to inhale the wonders of this place-----                                                                      

2
Point to inhale the wonders of this place                                                                            
3
                                                               And to inhale             

1
                  But if it works so well                             Why not                              

2
                                                      But if it works                       
3
a modicum of herb                         (Pause)-----                                                    

1
                     But         could I do without the wonders                                               

2
so well                  Why not                                                            
3
        (inhale)-----                                          (Ah)-----                          

1
the wonders of this place                                                                             

2
                          But could I                         do without it                          
3
                                      It’s not that I need it                                      

1
-----A perfect harmony                                             of sea                                

2
                                                   But if it works                          
3
                       Not that I couldn’t survive                                                      

1
              sky and ragged coastline                        Maybe this                                       

2
works so well                          Why not                                                    
3
                                               without it-----                             

1
                I couldn’t do without                         I couldn’t do                                   

2
But could I-----                                                                            
3
                                      But if it works so well                                      

1
without it             Maybe this                            A perfect harmony                                         

2
           But could I                       Why not---------A perfect harmony                                           
3
                                  without it                 A perfect harmony                              

1
intruded upon                   by the dissonance                                                           

2
              A perfect harmony                           intruded upon                                    
3
                                                  Why not                           

1
intruded upon by the dissonance of winter storms             from the north                                                               

2
by the dissonance of winter storms               Sweeping in                                                              
3
                                                                            

1
                                                               I couldn’t             

2
battering this wondrous place           which I’m inhaling-----                                                                  
3
                              Battering                                              

1
survive without it                                               But if it                              

2
                                       as I’ve inhaled the other                                      
3
                   This wondrous place                                                          

1
works so well                                      Why not-----pause-----                                       

2
              becoming               the event-----Why not---- pause-----                                               
3
                       which I inhale              Why not-----pause-----                                      

1
inhale-----Ah                         Becoming this event which changes                                                   

2
inhale-----Ah                                                                            
3
inhale-----Ah-----Becoming this event which changes                                                                            

1
            to moment                                                                 

2
from moment                    As with Ebony and Ivory               living                                           
3
                      to moment                        As with Ebony                               

1
                                                  Back to Scott’s Point                          

2
in perfect harmony           of which I speak-----                                                                 
3
                   and Ivory                                                          

1
                          to inhale the wonders of this place                                                  

2
                                                              As I convert              
3
living in perfect harmony                                                                             

1
                                   living in perfect harmony as I convert                                        

2
this page                                                    living in perfect                        
3
         living in perfect harmony as I convert this page                                                                  

1
this page                                           Returning to Scott’s Point                                 

2
harmony as I convert this page-----into poetry------Returning to Scott’s Point                                                                           
3
                                                    Returning to Scott’s Point                        

1
(Pause)----------(inhale)----------Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh)…                                                                            

2
(Pause)----------(inhale)----------Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh)…                                                                            
3
(Pause)----------(inhale)----------Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh)…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/9/11

(from journal entry same day, actually Todd’s Point)

EXISTENCE

1
To argue against existence is to argue against one’s ability to argue                                                                            

2
                                                                            
1
against it-----         To argue against existence-----         is to argue                                                          

2
               To argue against existence              To argue                                               
1
                  against one’s ability             to argue                                               

2
against existence                       is to argue          against one’s                                            
1
        against one’s ability to argue against it---                                                                    

2
ability to argue against it                        But if you have the ability                                                 
1
If you have                the ability              and desire-----                                                

2
            and the desire             then why not                He said                                    
1
               then why not-----                      He said                                        

2
we don’t exist                  nor is there anything         that exists                                                  
1
we don’t exist              nor is there anything-----                                                               

2
               nor is there anything                  Not even empty space                                           
1
Not even the void----He said emphatically---we don’t exist---And if this is so                                                                             

2
                     He said emphatically---we don’t exist                                                      
3
                     He said emphatically---we don’t exist                                                      

1
then who is the messenger                                                                             

2
                                                     And if this is so                       
3
                          To argue against existence                                                   

1
and who is there                                  to receive it                                                                            

2
                                                                Then who is            
3
                 is to argue against your ability                                                           

1
                                    If I receive it                                         

2
the messenger                                   and who is there to receive it                                    
3
              to argue about it-----                                                              

1
and believe it-----                            and desire then why not-------                                                

2
                                   the ability and desire                                         
3
                   But if you have the ability                                                         

1
                                           There is no message                                 

2
Why not-----                                                                            
3
            Why-----He said we don’t exist                     nor is there                                           

1
         nor is there anyone that exists                        to receive it                                           

2
                             that exists-----There is no message                                               
3
anything                     that exists                                                       

1
                        He is profound               A man of wisdom                                      

2
nor is there anyone-----               to receive it                                                             
3
                                                                            

1
               A reasonable man                 Yet he says we do not exist                                             

2
He is profound                  A man of wisdom             Yet he says we do                                               
3
                                                                        Yet he   

1
                         Not even empty space-----Not even the void-------                                                   

2
not exist                Not even empty space-----Not even the void                                                            
3
says we do not exist-----Not even empty space-----Not even the void                                                                            

1
Nor this ocean                                              Nor this ragged                               

2
               He says                         do not exist                                      
3
                       He says we do not exist                                                      

1
coastline                Nor this sunset                                                              

2
          Nor this ocean                 Nor this ragged coastline-----                                                   
3
                                                                            

1
                      Nor this basket of oysters             Nor this rapidly                                                                

2
                                                                            
3
Nor is there anything                            that exists                                                 

1
descending day which intoxicates my senses                                                                           

2
               Nor this rapidly descending day which intoxicates my senses                                                             
3
                                               Nor this rapidly descending                             

1
                                    Not even space-----Not even the void-----                                        

2
                                    Not even space-----Not even the void-----                                        
3
day which intoxicates my senses-----Not even space-----Not even the void-----                                                                            

1
It’s all illusion                                                   Everything                        

2
                                       if it does not exist---------Everything                                     
3
                  And what is illusion                              Everything                             

1
and nothing----------Nothing and everything----------and that is enough…                                                                            

2
and nothing----------Nothing and everything----------and that is enough…                                                                            
3
and nothing----------Nothing and everything----------and that is enough…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/10/11

EBONY AND IVORY

1
Ebony and Ivory living in perfect harmony                 And I thought-----                                                              

2
                                          Ebony and Ivory                                     

1
                          of all the people I’ve known               And I                                      

2
living in perfect harmony                              And I thought                                                  

1
thought                              of those I know               who might                                   

2
        of all the people I’ve known                 And I thought                                                       

1
be living                 in perfect harmony                     or might have                                          

2
          of those I know                    or might have lived in perfect                                                

1
lived in perfect harmony-----And I thought about perfect harmony----------                                                                              

2
harmony                      And I thought about perfect harmony----------                                                        

1
                                                                              

2
                Thinking-----                          that the most perfect                                    

3
Ebony and Ivory              living in perfect harmony                                                                  

1
             Thinking---                                                                 

2
of harmonies                                                     might require                       

3
                        And I thought of all the people I’ve known                                                    

1
that the most perfect of harmonies                                                                               

2
                                                 a pinch of dissonance-----                             

3
                                   And I thought                                            

1
might require          a pinch of dissonance              of those I know                                                       

2
              to ripen                                                                 

3
                                           of those I know who might be living                                 

1
who might be living                     and enhance the harmony-----a pinch                                                         

2
                    to ripen                                        a pinch                   

3
                             and mature                             a pinch                     

1
of dissonance-----Just as dissonance in music                                                                               

2
of dissonance                                                    Just as                          

3
of dissonance                                 in perfect harmony                                              

1
           which adds interest                      and character                                            

2
dissonance                     in music                                                         

3
                                        I thought---             about perfect                     

1
                   to the harmony                        Like Ebony                                   

2
        which adds                interest and character                                                      

3
harmony                                                             and ivory                  

1
          living in perfect harmony                                                                  

2
living in perfect harmony                         So I thought about people                                                   

3
                    living in perfect harmony-----                                                         

1
                                   well enough                       to have                   

2
I’ve known            So I thought                                                                  

3
           Thinking---                         that the most perfect                                         

1
                            at least             a substantial opinion                                    

2
about the people I’ve known          well enough                                                                    

3
                                                                            

1
             of the balance in their lives                                                                

2
                                                                            

3
of harmonies                              might require a pinch of dissonance                                             

1
and was pleased                             and enhance                                                

2
                to have          and mature                         at least                           

3
                        to ripen                        the harmony                              

1
to come up with a significant list                       not to name names                                                      

2
                                   a substantial opinion                                          

3
                                                                            

1
                               except for a few                                            

2
of the balance in their lives                                                                             

3
                                                Such as dissonance in music                            

1
                                                                            

2
between harmony and dissonance                    which adds interest and                                                         

3
                              which adds interest and character to the harmony                                            

1
                           And the young couple seated at the next table-----                                                 

2
character to the harmony---                                                                            

3
                                                                            

1
                                     Like Ebony                     Living in                   

2
                   not to name names                      living in perfect                                    

3
Perfect dissonance                              and Ivory                                                

1
perfect harmony                                 Here in Headlands                                           

2
harmony                   Like the young couple                   sitting at                                       

3
Living in perfect harmony                                                                            

1
               basking in a glow                                                             

2
the next table                                               here in Headlands                          

3
                                Perhaps enhanced by the harmony                                            

1
They want so much to make physical contact                                                                             

2
                                           Basking in a glow-----                                 

3
                                                                 So I thought           

1
                                                          and they have                  

2
                 So I thought            about the people                                                 

3
about the people              I’ve known                                                                

1
           and will soon again                                                                 

2
I’ve known                                   and I thought of those I know                                         

3
                               and I thought of those I know                                             

1
---My parents---perfect role models                                                                             

2
                                    My brothers and sister                                        

3
                                                           not so perfect                   

1
My first marriage---An abundance of love                   but turbulent                                                         

2
                                         My first marriage                                    

3
                                                                            

1
and painful                                                                             

2
            An abundance of love                         a proper balance                                        

3
                                 And Carolyne and myself a proper balance                                          

1
of harmony and dissonance-----and dissonance-----Ebony and Ivory-----                                                                            

2
of harmony                    and dissonance-----Ebony and Ivory                                                        

3
                              and dissonance-----Ebony and Ivory                                              

1
Paul McCartney who composed it                                                                            

2
                                                   I see that sightless man                         

3
                               And Stevie Wonder---                                             

1
                                         and Paul McCartney                                   

2
      who saw so well                                                                       

3
I see                 that sightless man                    who saw so well                                         

1
-----Ebony                                     and passion----But don’t forget                                        

2
           and Ivory-----          with wisdom                But don’t forget                                         

3
                         They sang                            But don’t forget                        

1
---A pinch of dissonance---A pinch of dissonance-------to season the harmony…                                                                            

2
---A pinch of dissonance---A pinch of dissonance-------to season the harmony…                                                                            

3
---A pinch of dissonance---A pinch of dissonance-------to season the harmony…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/12-13/11   (Headlands Coffeehouse)

MEMORY

1
Have I discussed memory or lack thereof before----                                                                             

2
                                                  Have I discussed memory----                         

3
                                                                            

1
           I don’t know                                  countless times----                                

2
                                        Of course I have                                     

3
Have I-----             I’m not certain                                                                

1
I can’t remember-----Have I discussed memory or lack thereof                                                                            

2
I can’t remember                                                    Have I                        

3
I can’t remember                             Have I discussed memory or lack                                               

1
                                 before                                            

2
discussed memory or lack thereof                   And if I’ve discussed it                                                         

3
thereof                                 before-----                                            

1
                If I’ve discussed it        countless times                                                     

2
countless times                                                                            

3
                                     And if                 I’ve discussed it                       

1
                            It must be                                                 

2
it must be important enough            to discuss again-----to discuss again                                                                 

3
                                                                            

1
important enough                   to discuss again                                                           

2
                 with no guarantee                  that this will be the                                          

3
                                                                            

1
                                          with no guarantee                                   

2
last time-----                                              I’m certain                              

3
              It must be important enough                                                               

1
                 that this will be         the last time                                                    

2
                                   In fact                                          

3
to discuss again                                         with no guarantee                                    

1
                  that this will be the last time                                                          

2
                                    that this will be the last time----------                                        

3
that this will be the last time                                                                            

1
Have I discussed memory                     before-----I’m certain                                                        

2
                        or lack thereof-----before                                                    

3
Have I discussed memory                     before                 in fact                                       

1
                  I’m certain-----And I must           before moving on                                                

2
Otherwise                                    Otherwise                                          

3
          in fact                                                                   

1
       assure those                  who have heard the same thing                                                    

2
                                                                   I must         

3
I must              before moving on                                                                

1
                            from me                                                 

2
                                    before moving on                                        

3
assure those who have heard                          the same thing                                                   

1
countless times                             It’s not because I’ve forgotten                                                

2
                        I must assure those                                                     

3
                from me                                                            

1
                               that I’ve said it before                                              

2
                who have heard                          the same thing from me                                   

3
countless times                                                                             

1
                 It’s not because I’ve forgotten                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
It’s not because I’ve forgotten                  that I’ve said it before                                                          

1
                                  that I’ve said it before                                          

2
countless times                                                                             

3
                or that my memory                          memory or mind                                   

1
or that my memory                                                                             

2
                                 It’s not because I’ve forgotten                                            

3
                  is too limited                                 to draw upon                          

1
                                            It’s because                                

2
               that I’ve said it before-----             within the range                                                

3
fresh material                                                                             

1
             there are others                                                                

2
of my voice                                                                             

3
                              who are hearing it for the first time-----                                              

1
Pomp and circumstances are relevant----------Have I discussed memory or lack                                                                           

2
Pomp and circumstances are relevant                           Have I discussed                                                

3
Pomp and circumstances are relevant                                                                           

1
of memory                                        before            Have I                        

2
memory or lack of memory                                before-----Have I                                            

3
Have I discussed memory or lack of memory before                   Have I                                                         

1
-----I don’t know                                      But to continue                                      

2
                                  Of course I have-----                                          

3
                  I’m not certain                                                           

1
for I must have more to say-----                            But to continue                                                

2
                                To say                                             

3
                                       for I must have more                                     

1
on the subject             the purpose of which                escapes me                                                 

2
               to continue                      on the subject                                         

3
                                                                            

1
But to continue-----for the moment                                                                             

2
But to continue                    the purpose                                                         

3
But to continue                                for I must have more to say                                            

1
                    but only for the moment                                                        

2
of which escapes me                                        for the moment                                     

3
                                            on the subject                                 

1
But I’m a patient man                                                                             

2
                      but only for the moment                                                       

3
                                              for I have more to say                              

1
                   Imperfect as well                                                         

2
                                     But I’m a patient man                                        

3
on the subject-----                                        the purpose                                    

1
                    and memory is illusive                                                         

2
                                           imperfect as well                                 

3
of which escapes me                                         for the moment                                    

1
but only for the moment                                                                            

2
but only for the moment               But I’m a patient man                                                              

3
but only for the moment-----But I’m a patient man           imperfect as well                                                                 

1
and memory is illusive as well as fascinating                                                                            

2
                       and memory is illusive as well as fascinating---------                                                     

3
                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
                                  How can there           be such a thing                                

3
But how can there be such a thing               as memory                                                               

1
                        How can there be such a thing                                                     

2
              as memory                                                               

3
if we believe                                         there is no such thing                                    

1
              as memory                              there is no such thing                                 

2
if we believe                       there is no such thing as time                                                      

3
                        as time-----                                                    

1
as time----------                               Only the moment                                             

2
                                                                            

3
                 Only the moment which contains                 all of past                                           

1
            which contains               all of past and present-----                                                  

2
                                                                            

3
and present                within itself                                                              

1
                within itself-----                             And then                                

2
Only the moment                                                                             

3
                                  And then there is the matter                                           

1
                there is the matter                     photographs                                        

2
                                                 dreams             stories               

3
of false memory                     arising from                                                         

1
                        so often repeated                                                     

2
          and falsities                   that they become realities                                                

3
fantasies                                                                             

1
embedded as facts-----                                                                            

2
                                                              I would not be              

3
                      If I were not guilty of such statements                                                       

1
                  Have I discussed memory or lack thereof before                                                          

2
aware of them-----Have I discussed memory or lack thereof before                                                                            

3
                  Have I discussed memory or lack thereof before-------memory                                                          

1
or lack thereof            Have I                                   Of course                              

2
                before-----Have I                  I can’t remember                                           

3
                           Have I-----I don’t know                                                  

1
I have--------But now--------I must slumber it away----------slumber it away…                                                                            

2
I have--------But now--------I must slumber it away----------slumber it away…                                                                            

3
I have--------But now--------I must slumber it away----------slumber it away…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/13-14/11

WAYWARD MEMORIES

1
And the wayward memories appear from nowhere                      for it’s                                                      

2
                                             The wayward memories                                
1
where they have resided                     Everywhere                                                         

2
                        appear from nowhere            for that’s where they                                        
1
               The wayward memories-----deep in the folds of inconsequence                                                              

2
have resided---The wayward memories                                                                            
1
               Nowhere                                  Suddenly the saxophone                          

2
Everywhere-----        deep in the folds of consequence                                                                    
1
of Stan Getz          and from there to the Hilton Hotel                                                                    

2
             Suddenly                                    the saxophone of Getz                            
1
top floor with Dennis                                         thirty years ago                                     

2
                      and from there to the San Frisco Hilton                                                      

1
            Stan Getz born 1927                  gone for decades----------                                               

2
with Dennis                     thirty years ago                                              

1
And the wayward memories                                                                            

2
        And the wayward memories                                                                    

3
                And the wayward memories which appear from nowhere-----                                                            

1
Dennis the anxious lover who suffered such physical and emotional pain                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                                                                            

1
                  when his women could no longer bear him                                                         

2
The anxious lover                                                                             

3
                                 when his women could no longer bear him----                                           

1
                                                                            

2
and I remember these women                                                                             

3
                           who suffered such physical and emotional pain                                                 

1
deep in the folds of inconsequence                                                                            

2
                                    deep in the folds of inconsequence-----                                        

3
                  deep in the folds of inconsequence                                                          

1
And the earthquake of 1989                 Dennis knocking at my door                                                            

2
                           and these women                                                  

3
                                                                            

1
                                      Will I go with him                                      

2
I suddenly remember                                      And the earthquake                                      

3
                    Deep in the folds                                                         

1
               to see if a woman he deeply loved is OK                                                              

2
                                                       Knocking at my door                     

3
of consequence                                                                             

1
And the wayward memories which appear from nowhere                                                                             

2
And the wayward memories which appear from nowhere                                                                            

3
And the wayward memories which appear from nowhere-----Will I go with him                                                                            

1
“Come along to protect me from my emotions”                                                                            

2
                                            When he goes to see if she is OK                                

3
                                                                            

1
And the old songs which bring back                and bitter-sweet memories                                                             

2
                                           joyous                                  

3
                                   painful                                          

1
“I don’t want to set the world on fire                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                                   I just want to start a flame in your heart”                                     

1
                  I was in heaven last night”                                                          

2
“Please believe my                                                                             

3
                                         “I found my thrill on Blueberry Hill”                             

1
“You’ll never know just how much I love you”                                                                            

2
                                             “Darling you and I know the                               

3
                                                                            

1
                                “Dinner for one please James                                            

2
reason why                                                   Madam will not                         

3
           A summer sky is blue”                                                                 

1
                                                                  in a dream          

2
be dining”                                  at the end of the day                                           

3
           “My prayer is to linger with you                                                                  

1
that’s divine”-----                                     the old songs return                                       

2
                   Endlessly           and bitter-sweet                                                

3
                             Endlessly                                                

1
                                                                            

2
                             Endlessly returning memories                                                

3
And the article I read today                              in Cosmopolitan                                                

1
                           And the article I read today                                                  

2
Old photographs and movies                                                                             

3
                                                        Lauren Bacall                    

1
                          in Cosmopolitan Magazine                                                  

2
                                                                            

3
interviewed at eighty-six                          lusty and cantankerous                                                   

1
                                   Lauren Bacall                                         

2
A history imbedded in many of them                                                                             

3
                                                “I don’t want to discuss him”                          

1
lusty and cantankerous                            “I will not discuss him”                                                 

2
                                                                            

3
                       “I never dwell on the past”                                                    

1
                                         “I never dwell on the past”                                   

2
“It’s all about me”                                                                             

3
                    And then she went on                                                         

1
                                       But there is no such thing as time                                     

2
And then she went directly to the past                                                                            

3
                                                    But there is no such                         

1
                                                                            

2
                  Almost everything                 sight sound smell touch                                          

3
thing as time-----                  Only the moment                                                            

1
Now and all the other nows----------Endless and returning memories--------                                                                            

2
Now and all the other nows----------Endless and returning memories--------                                                                            

3
Now and all the other nows----------Endless and returning memories--------                                                                            

1
Wayward memories                                                                            

2
Wayward memories-----Dill pickles-----Not the bull-shit kosher pickles                                                                            

3
Wayward memories                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
in vinegar              those unforgivable imposters                                                               

3
           Dill-pickles                              Kosher dills in vinegar                                   

1
                                                                            

2
but the real koshers                           dilled in garlic and salt-water                                               

3
                    those unforgivable imposters                                                       

1
                         Wayward memories                                                    

2
                                          How they take me back                                    

3
but the real koshers-----                                       dilled in                                       

1
                                                                            

2
                      and how far                        over sixty years                                

3
garlic and salt-water             How that takes me back                                                               

1
                                                                            

2
                An upstairs apartment in Los Angeles                                                             

3
and how far-----                                     over sixty years-----                                        

1
Endlessly returning memories                                                                             

2
                             My brother                      down from Seattle                         

3
                                        An upstairs apartment                                     

1
                                                                            

2
               looking for a wife                              Her parent’s                               

3
in Los Angeles                    My brother down from Seattle                                                          

1
                                 Memories which pop from nowhere                                            

2
apartment                                                        Her mother                     

3
          looking for a wife-----                                                                  

1
                                                                            

2
offers me a home-made dill pickle                        And I tell my brother                                                     

3
                                  Her parent’s apartment                                           

1
                                                                            

2
                               “Marry her”-----“My God marry her”-----                                             

3
One of her kosher dill-pickles                                                                             

1
Memories which appear from everywhere and nowhere                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                      Memories which appear from everywhere and nowhere-----                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
And the great kosher delis on Fairfax Blvd, L.A.                                                                            

3
                                                 Me a student at the L.A.                          

1
                (I sang at their wedding)---                                                            

2
                                            Me not good enough                                

3
School of Opera                                                shifting                            

1
                                                Memories-----memories-----                            

2
                                                Memories-----memories-----                            

3
my energy to composition---where I belonged-----Memories-----memories-----                                                                            

1
Endlessly returning memories                         If one is curious enough                                                   

2
          Endlessly returning memories               If one is curious enough                                                             

3
                    Endlessly returning memories-----If one is curious enough                                                        

1
to go there------------and comfortably able to return…                                                                            

2
to go there------------and comfortably able to return…                                                                            

3
to go there------------and comfortably able to return…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/15-16/11

SOMETIMES

1
Sometimes the mind works too hard                                   struggling                                           

2
                                  Sometimes the mind works                                           

3
                                                           Sometimes                 

1
                        in a sea            of irrelevancies-----                                          

2
too hard                         struggling                      in a sea                                

3
         the mind works                                                                    

1
                             struggling in a sea of irrelevancies                                               

2
                                                 struggling in a sea of                           

3
too hard struggling in a sea of irrelevancies                                                                             

1
                                          the mind works----Sometimes the mind                                  

2
irrelevancies----------         sometimes                   Sometimes the mind                                                 

3
                       Too hard                             Sometimes the mind                        

1
works too hard in a sea                                                                           

2
works too hard                     of irrelevancies-----or irrelevancies-----                                                         

3
works too hard          struggling                                                                   

1
           in a sea-----of irrelevancies-----The mind                                                                  

2
                        of irrelevancies                       too hard                             

3
Struggling              of irrelevancies              in a sea                                                  

1
struggling           struggling                   too hard-----The mind-----                                                

2
                                            a sea              The mind-----                   

3
           sometimes            in the mind                    The mind-----                                   

1
The mind-----overcooked                           Other times the mind                                                 

2
The mind                         and overcome-----                                                   

3
The mind                overused                                                             

1
surrenders             removes itself                     from reality                                            

2
                                                                            

3
           Other times                the mind surrenders                                                   

1
                Sometimes-----                                  removes itself                         

2
Other times-----                            the mind surrenders                                                

3
                              removes itself                                               

1
                                   Sometimes the mind works too hard                                        

2
              of irrelevancies-----                                                               

3
from the stew                                         Sometimes the mind                                    

1
                                      Other times the mind                                      

2
Sometimes the mind works too hard-----                                                                            

3
works too hard                                             Other times                               

1
hibernates                                                    and spirituality                        

2
                    Other times            the mind hibernates                                              

3
           the mind             hibernates                                                      

1
moves in-----                                     and spirituality moves in                                       

2
                                 and spirituality moves in                                            

3
             The mind hibernates                                                               

1
                                         There remains plenty                                   

2
                                                       plenty remains                     

3
-----There remains plenty to think about                      remains to do                                                      

1
to think about                    and plenty                                                          

2
               plenty                        to think about                                       

3
                      but no need                           to do anything---                            

1
no need to do anything-----The spirit is free to roam the terrain of our being                                                                           

2
no need to do anything                                                                            

3
no need to do anything                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
                                    The spirit is free-----            to roam                            

3
-----The spirit is free to roam-----                       the terrain                                                     

1
                 with grace                        the mind works-----                                   

2
                 with grace-----Too hard                                                            

3
of our being-----with grace              sometimes                                                               

1
Struggling in a sea           of irrelevancies                                                                

2
                    Sometimes                                                         

3
                              struggling in a sea of irrelevancies----------                                               

1
We are unable to comprehend                how much this life has meant                                                             

2
                             We are unable                                                 

3
                                                                            

1
              to us                             until we’ve lost it                                   

2
to comprehend       how much this life                              has meant                                        

3
                             how much this life                                                

1
                        We are unable to comprehend                                                    

2
to us-----                                          how much this life                                  

3
          We are unable to comprehend                                                                  

1
                                       until we’ve lost it-----Sometimes-----                                     

2
has meant to us                        until we’ve lost it                                                    

3
how much this life has meant to us-----until we’ve lost it                                                                            

1
                                   the mind works too hard                                         

2
               until we’ve lost it                                                              

3
Other times----                                            the spirit is free                                

1
        struggling in a stew                          of irrelevancies                                           

2
                                                                            

3
to roam                      the terrain of our being                                                        

1
                                                                            

2
Other times the spirit is free to roam                                                                            

3
                                       There remains plenty to think about                                     

1
There remains plenty                           to do-----                                                 

2
                     Other times                                                        

3
                                 we are unable           to comprehend                                 

1
but no need to do anything                                                                            

2
                                       until we’ve lost it-----we’ve lost it                                     

3
            but no need to do anything                                                                 

1
Until we’ve lost it and if this is understood-----                                                                            

2
Until we’ve lost it                                                                            

3
Until we’ve lost it                               if this is understood-----                                             

1
              We are spiritually aware            Celebrating from moment                                                  

2
Sometimes-----                                    Celebrating                                       

3
                     We are spiritually aware-----Celebrating                                                       

1
                        the gift of awareness---------while at the same time                                                    

2
          to moment-----the gift of awareness---------while at the same time                                                                  

3
to moment               the gift of awareness---------while at the same time                                                             

1
----------mindless…                                                                            

2
----------mindless…                                                                            

3
----------mindless…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/17/11

(from journal entry, 4/16/11)

MY FRIEND

1
His physical therapy consists of sitting on the edge of his bed and feeling                                                                           

2
                                                                            

1
the floor with the bottoms of his feet-----                                                                            

2
                                           His physical therapy consists of                                 

1
                               His physical therapy                                              

2
sitting on the edge of his bed                      and feeling the floor                                                      

1
consists of sitting                  on the edge of his bed                                                           

2
                    with the bottoms                        of his feet                                 

1
and feeling the floor with the bottoms of his feet                                                                            

2
                      and feeling the floor with the bottoms of his feet-----                                                                            

1
He is unable---yet---to stand              My friend of sixty-five years                                                               

2
                              He is unable                                               

1
                    Recovering           from a light heart-attack                                              

2
unable to stand-----           My friend                           My friend                                      

1
                    Not his first                                                        

2
of sixty-five years               recovering from a light heart-attack                                                             

1
 in a hospital               is Spokane               where he has lived                                               

2
               not his first            in a hospital                                                   

1
most of his adult life                                                                            

2
where he has lived most of his adult life-----                                                                            

3
                                              His physical therapy consists                              

1
                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
of sitting on the edge of his bed and feeling the floor with the bottoms                                                                            

1
                                                 I remember my son Drew                           

2
                with the bottoms of his feet-----                                                            

3
of his feet-----                                                                            

1
telling me            when I told him                                                                  

2
           I remember                                               my son                   

3
                                      My friend of sixty-five years                                      

1
                           I had a light cold                                                  

2
Drew telling me                                                                             

3
                Recovering                     from a light heart-attack                                        

1
that there was no such thing as a light cold                                                                            

2
                             when I told him I had a light cold                                               

3
                                                                Not his first            

1
                  Maybe there is such a thing                     as a light                                     

2
no such thing-----                                          Maybe                                  

3
                                              in a hospital                               

1
heart-attack                                  His physical therapy consists of                                     

2
             there is such a thing                                                               

3
                                   in Spokane                                         

1
                     sitting on the edge                                                        

2
                                                     His physical therapy                       

3
His physical therapy                     consists of                                                        

1
of his bed                     and feeling the floor                                                        

2
                                                                consists of            

3
           sitting on the edge                       of his bed                                            

1
                            and feeling the floor with the bottoms of his feet                                                                    

2
sitting                                           and feeling the floor with                                  

3
        and feeling the floor with the bottoms of his feet                                                                    

1
                            I don’t think they will transfer him                                                 

2
the bottoms of his feet-----                                                                            

3
                                                                I don’t think             

1
to a convalescent facility                                      until he                                       

2
                                                  I don’t think                           

3
                           they will transfer him                          

1
is able                            at least to shuffle                                                  

2
                                                       they will transfer him                     

3
        to a convalescent facility                                                                     

1
with a walker                                                He is too weak                            

2
                               to a convalescent facility----                                             

3
              until he is able                                                               

1
               to shuffle               even to stand---                                                

2
                                                                            

3
to shuffle-----           with a walker                  He is too weak                                                   

1
                                                                            

2
until he is able to shuffle               with a walker                                                              

3
                            even to stand               or take a step-----                                 

1
So his physical therapy is very limited                                                                             

2
                                        very light                                     

3
                                                   very limited----------                         

1
It consists of sitting on the edge of his bed and feeling the floor with the                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                                              It consists of sitting on the                              

1
bottoms of his feet                                                                            

2
                                                       with the bottoms                     

3
edge of his bed and feeling the floor with the bottoms of his feet                                                                            

1
                A week ago when he was down            he told me                                                 

2
of his feet-----                                                                            

3
                                            A week ago            when he                     

1
         “I may not make it this time”                       I responded                                            

2
                                       A week ago                                     

3
was down                                          he told me                                   

1
                              by telling him            “I don’t want to hear                                   

2
                                             he told me                                

3
“I may not make it this time”                                                                             

1
that bull-shit”                                           “Of course you will”                                 

2
                            “I may not make it this time”                                                

3
                I responded                                                             

1
                           That may have been the wrong thing to say                                                 

2
               I responded                                                              

3
by telling him                                That may have been the wrong                                             

1
                 “Of course you will-----of course you will”-----The wrong                                                           

2
                 “Of course you will-----of course you will”                                                           

3
thing to say-----“Of course you will-----of course you will”-----The wrong                                                                             

1
thing to say               But that’s what he wanted to hear                                                             

2
The wrong thing to say-----                                          I think                                  

3
thing to say                                                 I think                           

1
-----I know hes accepted the fact        that everyone must die                                                                      

2
                                                                            

3
                                  I know                        hes accepted                   

1
                                          I know that everyone must die------                                 

2
         I know                                  that everyone must die------                                  

3
the fact        that everyone must die----       that everyone must die------                                                                     

1
He just doesn’t want to be around----------when it happens----------                                                                            

2
He just doesn’t want to be around----------when it happens----------                                                                            

3
He just doesn’t want to be around----------when it happens----------                                                                            

1
And he won’t…                                                                            

2
And he won’t…                                                                            

3
And he won’t…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/18/11

(Todd’s Point)

EXPECTATIONS

1
I begin with great expectations         Well---                                                                    

2
                                I begin               with great expectations                               

1
By whose standards-----        I begin with great expectations-----I begin                                                                    

2
                       I begin with great expectations                                                     

1
with modest expectations         Blankest of Calla Lilies                                                                     

2
                         I begin                          with modest                          

1
             strewn across the meadows                          hanging from                                      

2
expectations                           Blankets of Calla Lilies                                                  

1
the cliffs                               I begin with modest expectations-----                                              

2
           strewn across the meadows-----I begin with modest expectations                                                                 

3
                                         I begin with modest expectations                                   

1
Croppings of wild Iris                                                                             

2
                                               hanging from the cliffs                             

3
                       With great expectations                                                      

1
clumped modestly here and there                                                                            

2
                                Croppings of wild Iris                                            

3
                                                      Blankest of Calla Lilies                     

1
                                    I began with great expectations-----                                        

2
clumped modestly here and there-----I began with great expectations                                                                            

3
                                    I began with great expectations                                        

1
I would walk a mile or more                           at an impressive pace                                                 

2
                                                                            

3
                            strewn across the meadows                                                 

1
                                                                            

2
I would walk a mile                        or more                                                     

3
                    Croppings of wild Iris         clumped modestly here                                                 

1
          It’s mid-afternoon                                  which preludes                                 

2
                             late in the month                                                

3
and there                                      which preludes the bounty                                       

1
the bounty of color                          pungent soil-----                                                   

2
                    which springs                             which springs                            

3
of color                          from green                                                   

1
which springs from green pungent soil                   We are approaching---                                                         

2
from green pungent soil                                                                            

3
              which springs from green pungent soil-----                                                              

1
                                                  And then                           

2
                        the month of my birth-----                                                    

3
approaching the month---                                   too suddenly                                         

1
                             beyond it-----Yes-----I began this walk                                               

2
we will pass beyond----------beyond it                               Yes                                             

3
                             beyond it                                               

1
with great expectations                              I began this walk with                                               

2
                        I began-----                                                    

3
                                    I began this walk with great expectations                                        

1
great expectations                                                                            

2
I began this walk with great expectations-----               Why not take                                                             

3
                                              Then I thought                              

1
             Then I thought                                                                

2
my journal---               find a comfortable place to nest                                                              

3
                                                             A comfortable               

1
                             Then I thought                                               

2
              to recline-----Then I thought                                                               

3
nesting place                Then I thought-----And I know such places-----                                                            

1
I know                                       Here                                      

2
       such places                                                                     

3
                   Here on this bleached log      where we sat together                                                    

1
on this bleached log                             and became so suddenly-----                                               

2
                                Here                        so suddenly-----                     

3
                     and became      so suddenly            so suddenly-----                                       

1
dear friends with great expectations-----                                                                           

2
dear friends                             I began                                                

3
dear friends                                     with modest expectations                                       

1
Oh the intricacies                                     with great expectations                                     

2
                               of our plans----We began                                              

3
                   and delight                         with great expectations                                 

1
            of you                                                                

2
-----And he                                     We would show our compositions                                       

3
                   delighting in our delight----                                                         

1
in great galleries                                               Oh the                              

2
                                              Oh the intricacies and delight                              

3
                   and they would love us-----                                                         

1
intricacies and delight of our plans                         She an impish                                                   

2
of our plans                                                                            

3
            Oh the intricacies and delight of our plans------                                                                

1
                                        And he                                     

2
                 and beautiful soul-----             delighting in our delight                                             

3
energetic---wise                               of you                                               

1
---Here                      where we sat together and became-----so suddenly                                                       

2
                             where we sat together and became-----so suddenly                                               

3
        on this bleached log where we sat together and became-----so suddenly                                                                    

1
dear friends-----It’s mid-afternoon                                 the bounty                                           

2
dear friends                                          which preludes                                 

3
dear friends                        late in this month                                                     

1
of color                          pungent                       too suddenly                            

2
                       from green                  And then-----                                    

3
         which springs                    soil-----                                                

1
                                      beyond it And then you flew                                       

2
                        beyond it-----beyond it                                                    

3
We will pass beyond-----              beyond it                    And then                                          

1
from the roof          of a building                                to the                                   

2
                                                   And then you flew                          

3
              you flew               from the roof                                                

1
cement below                                               to the cement below                             

2
             from the roof of a building                                                               

3
                           from the roof of a building-----                                                 

1
                                           Then left us with broken hearts                                 

2
                  body crushed                                                           

3
-----You survived              for a while              Then left us with                                                 

1
                                                                            

2
                  Blankets of Calla Lilies                                                           

3
broken hearts-----                         strewn across the meadows-----                                                   

1
Then left us                                               clumped modestly                              

2
                                    Croppings of wild Iris                                        

3
             with broken hearts-----                                                               

1
                                  Oh the intricacies and delight of our plans

2
                Oh the intricacies and delight of our plans                                                         

3
here and there---                                    Oh the intricacies and                                        

1
                                                     And I am here                       

2
                     And I am here-----You beside me               where we                                        

3
delight of our plans                                                                            

1
             you beside me                          where we sat together-----                                      

2
sat together                             and became                                                

3
                           And I am here                                                  

1
Where we sat together                             Where we became                                                 

2
Where we sat together                 So suddenly                                                            

3
Where we sat together---You beside me                             we became                                                

1
so suddenly-----I think of you dear lady                and you                                                              

2
so suddenly                              I think of you         dear lady                                      

3
so suddenly                                                                            

1
think back         Even if not so            this is so                And you                                          

2
           And you                think back            Even if not so                                        

1
tell me            you are doing well            and so am I                                                      

2
        this is so                    You tell me           you are doing well                                    

1
I think of you dear lady                                           think back                                 

2
               I think of you dear lady-----and you think back-----                                                             

1
                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
And then you flew from the roof of a building to the cement below----------                                                                            

1
A mother running across the sand          Her daughter                                                                    

2
                                 A mother              running across the sand                              

3
                                                                            

1
trying to keep up-----                                          Her daughter                                  

2
                               A mother running across the sand                                             

3
                      A mother running across the sand                                                      

1
trying to keep up                                        falling from time                                    

2
                               Falling from time to time                                             

3
Her daughter trying to keep up         from time to time falling                                                                   

1
to time-----                                                                            

2
                                      Here              on this bleached log                         

3
            Here on this bleached log      where we sat                                                           

1
         Here              on this bleached log together-----And he                                                      

2
              where we sat                      together                                         

3
together                                        together            of you                         

1
                          And then you flew-----                                                  

2
delighting in our delight                                    And then you flew                                         

3
                                                And then-----                            

1
                                       And then you flew-----to the concrete                                     

2
                                       And then you flew-----to the concrete                                     

3
You flew from the roof of a building---And then you flew-----to the concrete                                                                            

1
below------Blankets of Calla Lilies                                                                             

2
below                                                         hanging from                   

3
below                               strewn across the meadows                                              

1
           to the concrete below-----                       clumped modestly                                          

2
the cliffs                                                                             

3
                                     Croppings of wild Iris                                        

1
                                         A few others on Pudding Creek Beach                                   

2
And then you flew-----                                                                            

3
                      here and there-----                                                      

1
                                             settles below-----                               

2
       A young nubile in bikini                                Far enough                                      

3
A kite                          with blanket                                                   

1
                                                 where the sea breaks                           

2
away for fantasizing-----                                                                              

3
                         Lorna’s Point stretches                                                    

1
                                                  The sea’s song                          

2
at the outer reaches of a miniature peninsula-----                                                                             

3
                                                                 constant           

1
                 How well I feel-----I think to you           and you think                                                

2
and reassuring---How well I feel                                                                            

3
                 How well I feel                    dear lady                                        

1
back-----                                                                            

2
                                         great expectations-----                                   

3
         I begin with great expectations                        Yes I begin                                            

1
                                                                            

2
          Yes I begin this walk with great expectations                                                                  

3
this walk with great expectations                     I must service this body                                                     

1
                                                                            

2
I must            service this body-----               Why not take my journal                                                  

3
       faithfully                       Then I thought                                                

1
                                                                            

2
        and find a comfortable [place                 to recline                                                     

3
Why not                               take my journal            and write                                   

1
                          Here on this bleached log where we sat together                                                   

2
and write of this day-----                                                                            

3
of this day                                         where we sat together                                   

1
                                        You are missed                                     

2
           so suddenly dear friends----                       We ask ourselves                                        

3
and became so suddenly                                dear lady                                            

1
                          and you answer with silence---------------I return                                                   

2
why-----and again why-----and you answer with silence                                                                            

3
                          and you answer with silence                                                  

1
here often               thinking of you                     The startling                                         

2
                                               I return here                              

3
           I return here                 often                                                  

1
soul that you were                                          I return here                                  

2
                                      thinking of you often                                       

3
     The startling soul that you were                                                                       

1
                         The startling soul that you were----------                                                   

2
                         The startling soul that you were----------                                                   

3
thinking of you----------The startling soul that you were----------                                                                            

1
and that you remain…                                                                            

2
and that you remain…                                                                            

3
and that you remain…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/27-28/11

(from journal entry, 4/26/11)

LORNA’S POINT

1
I’m carrying a smile as I wander to Lorna’s Point                                                                            

2
                                                  I’m carrying a smile-----                          

1
The sadness                              of moments ago            stays where                                   

2
            as I wander to Lorna’s Point                The sadness                                                

1
I left it                I pause-----                      along the way                                       

2
          of moments ago             stays where I left it                                                       

1
            to sketch a thought              The rising wind brushes this page                                                  

2
I pause-              to sketch a thought-----               The rising wind                                         

1
                                                                            

2
brushes this page-----                                                                            

3
                      I’m carrying a smile as I wander to Lorna’s Point                                                      

1
A fragile fog arrives               as I arrive         at Lorna’s Point                                                     

2
                      A fragile fog             arrives                                          

3
                                                                            

1
                                             I call this Lorna’s Point because                               

2
as I arrive                                                                             

3
            I’m carrying a smile as I wander to Lorna’s Point                                                              

1
                          this is where         they were married                                           

2
I call this Lorna’s Point               because                  this is where                                          

3
                                                                            

1
when I sang                   “I Love You Truly             Truly Dear”                                             

2
            they were married                   when I sang                                               

3
                                                                            

1
                  about five years ago                                                          

2
“I Love You Truly                      Truly Dear”-----                                                       

3
                                                       I’m carrying a smile                     

1
                                                  Every time I come here                          

2
about five years ago                                         Every time I                                    

3
                     as I wander to Lorna’s Point                                                        

1
                                          The rising wind brushes this page                                  

2
come here         I think of that day-----The rising wind brushes this page                                                                    

3
          I think of that day             The rising wind brushes this page                                                     

1
-----The sadness-----                                                                            

2
                                                    The sadness of moments                        

3
                     The sadness of moments ago-----                                                       

1
                                She wore a form fitting dress                                            

2
ago remains where I left it-----                              I think-----                                              

3
                                                                            

1
         the length of her long slender body                                                                    

2
                                                                I think            

3
She wore                                     a white silk dress                                         

1
            which fell to her bare feet                                                                

2
of that day                                                                             

3
                                        the length of her long slender body                                    

1
                    Carrying a bouquet of long-stemmed white roses                                                        

2
How well I remember                                                                             

3
                                                                   which fell         

1
                                            Followed across the white sands                                

2
                 The sadness of moments ago                                                           

3
to her bare feet                                                                            

1
                                           by the Reverend                                 

2
                   remains where I left it                                                          

3
Carrying a bouquet                                          of long-stemmed                                    

1
            followed by her mother-----my wife-----                                                                

2
                                                   The sadness remains                         

3
white roses                                                                            

1
The sadness remains where I left it                         A surreal vision                                                   

2
where I left it                                                                            

3
                    The sadness remains where I left it-----                                                        

1
                                She across the white sands A holy procession                                            

2
                 I think of you                            A holy procession                                

3
A Fellini moment                                           A holy procession                                   

1
A case of champagne-----her two children           A few family                                                                 

2
                                                                            

3
                                         champagne              her children                      

1
and friends                   I hear there voices now                                                          

2
            And thinking back                                Even if not so                                 

3
                                     I hear their voices now                                        

1
So suddenly                                        This is so This is so                                     

2
            This is so             and you tell me            This is so                                         

3
                       So suddenly                            This is so                          

1
                                                          The golden cover                  

2
                                                                            

3
-----The golden cover which decorates this wondrous place                                                                             

1
              which decorates this wondrous place           Next month it will                                                   

2
                                                                            

3
just arriving                                    Next month it will be blazing                                       

1
be blazing                               Blankets of Calla Lilies strewn                                             

2
           This month it is profound-----                                                                 

3
                                                                            

1
across the meadows                                                                            

2
                                            hanging from the cliffs                                 

3
                   Blankets of Calla Lilies                         strewn                                

1
                   Croppings of Iris                         The sea has risen                              

2
                                     clumped here and there---                                       

3
across the meadows                                                                             

1
                                                 as has the wind                            

2
                and you are missed-----dear lady                                                             

3
as had the wind                                                  The sea                           

1
          Why did you do it-----did you do it                                                                  

2
          Why did you do it-----did you do it              for the moment                                                    

3
has risen Why did you do it-----did you do it but I refuse                                                                           

1
to retreat                             Call it wonder                                                 

2
           for the moment                                                                  

3
                          I refuse-----               Call it splendor                                    

1
              or call it nothing-----I only know it holds me                                                               

2
Call it great or call it nothing                                                                            

3
              or call it nothing                 I only know it holds me                                              

1
                  or nothing-----But I hesitate leaving it behind                                                          

2
Call it great-----or nothing                    But I hesitate leaving it                                                        

3
                  or nothing-----But I hesitate leaving it behind                                                          

1
-----In all directions                                        a battery                                    

2
                                        over awkward rooftops                                    

3
                       even to the East                                                     

1
of motel units                     and South-----All magic                                                        

2
                         and North               All magic                                    

3
               then West                         All magic-----I began                                    

1
with great expectations I began                            Would walk a mile                                                

2
                        I began with great expectations----                                                    

3
with great expectations                                                                            

1
or so to care for my body                                                                            

2
                                                  but decided instead------                          

3
      Would walk a mile or so to care for my body                                                                      

1
to stop----------and care for my soul…                                                                            

2
to stop----------and care for my soul…                                                                            

3
to stop----------and care for my soul…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/28/11  (from journal entry, 4/26/11)

FORGETTING

1
Is forgetting no different than thinking one has forgotten and discovering                                                                            

2
                                                                            

1
otherwise-----and discovering otherwise-----                                                                            

2
                                            Is forgetting no different                                

1
Not considering material loss                                 loss or gain                                           

2
                              than thinking one has forgotten                                               

1
                              One might ask               what to gain by loss                             

2
and discovering otherwise-----             Not considering                                                               

1
                      To which I reply               To which I reply                                       

2
material gain or loss                  One might ask                                                            

1
              There are things                      we’re better off without                                        

2
One might ask                  What to gain by loss                                                          

1
                                  There are things we’re better off without                                          

2
To which I reply There are things we’re better off without                                                                            

1
-----But this is not the issue-----The issue is-----                                                                            

2
-----But this is not the issue                                                                            

3
-----But this is not the issue                      Is forgetting no different                                                      

1
                                Is forgetting no different                                             

2
                                                                            

3
than thinking one has forgotten                            and discovering                                                 

1
                                           than thinking one has forgotten                                 

2
          The issue is-----                                                                  

3
otherwise                  Not considering                                                           

1
                                                     and discovering otherwise                       

2
                          Is forgetting no different                                                  

3
material loss or gain-----                                                                            

1
                   I congratulate myself                      sometimes                                   

2
                                                                            

3
-----One might ask                       What to gain by loss                                                       

1
                                               to which I reply                             

2
and discovering otherwise                      to which I reply                                                       

3
                          to which I reply-----to which I reply There are                                                 

1
       There are things we are better off without                                                                     

2
                        There are things we are better off without----------                                                    

3
things we are better off without                                                                           

1
I congratulate myself sometimes                      when I remember                                                       

2
                               I congratulate myself                 sometimes                             

3
                                                                            

1
that I’ve forgotten something                 before I get out the door                                                            

2
                              when I remember                                                

3
                                                                            

1
                                                                            

2
that I’ve forgotten something             But this is not the issue-----                                                                

3
                              But this is not the issue                                              

1
At which point                                            I may discover                                 

2
                                before I get out the door                                            

3
               The issue is-----                                                             

1
               I may discover-----                                                             

2
at which point                                               Is forgetting                              

3
                                  Is forgetting no different than thinking                                          

1
                                                                            

2
no different than thinking one has forgotten                                                                             

3
one has forgotten                            and discovering otherwise-----                                                

1
I’ve forgotten nothing                                      Only forgotten                                       

2
                       I may discover                                                     

3
                                      I congratulate myself                                      

1
          that I haven’t forgotten                                                                   

2
                                                   that I’ve forgotten nothing                          

3
sometimes                          when I remember                                                   

1
                                  This occurs often                                           

2
                                                                            

3
that I’ve forgotten something-----                  before I get out the door                                                          

1
               Only forgotten that I haven’t forgotten                                                             

2
Only forgotten that I haven’t forgotten                                                                            

3
                              Only forgotten that I haven’t forgotten-----                                              

1
But this is not the issue------This is not the issue------The issue is------                                                                            

2
But this is not the issue------This is not the issue------The issue is------                                                                            

3
But this is not the issue------This is not the issue------The issue is------                                                                            

1
                           than thinking one has forgotten                                                  

2
                                                           and discovering                 

3
Is forgetting no different                                                                            

1
                             This often occurs                                                

2
otherwise----------otherwise                                                                            

3
                                               At which point I may discover                              

1
Like checking the lights                                          or the door                                   

2
                         This often occurs                                                    

3
                                           I’ve forgotten nothing                                  

1
                         that you know you’ve locked             yet need                                       

2
Like checking the lights                             or the door                                                

3
                                                                            

1
to make certain                                            Only forgotten                                 

2
                that you know you’ve locked                                                             

3
                                            Only forgotten that I haven’t                                

1
that I haven’t forgotten-----                                                                            

2
                             Yet you need to know for certain----------                                                          

3
forgotten                                                                            

1
We’ve all done that a thousand times-----or not at all-----But I must admit                                                                            

2
We’ve all done that a thousand times-----or not at all                                                                            

3
We’ve all done that a thousand times-----or not at all                                                                            

1
I’m forgetting more and more              Little things mostly                                                              

2
                             I must admit                      I’m forgetting                          

1
Things that don’t much matter               We carry more than we need                                                             

2
                              more and more                                               

1
                         The big things                               I don’t                     

2
Little things mostly-----               things that don’t much matter                                                             

1
forget-----mostly                            particularly the biggest                                                 

2
                  We carry more than we need                                                           

1
               of the big              Particularly the biggest of the big                                               

2
The big things            Particularly the biggest of the big                                                                 

1
-----The biggest                                                 The biggest                            

2
-----The biggest                                                                            

3
-----The biggest---But I must admit I’m forgetting more and more                                                                            

1
of the big              Like telling people            what they need to hear                                                   

2
            The biggest                     of the big                                              

3
                                                                            

1
                                              that you love them                               

2
                          Like telling people                    what they                                

3
-----Little things mostly                                                                             

1
                                      These are the people                                      

2
need to hear                                                                             

3
             Things that don’t matter                      We carry more                                         

1
             that need to hear it                      That you love them                                          

2
                                  These are the people                                           

3
than we need                                                                             

1
                         That you love them----The small things are the things                                                   

2
that need to hear it-----That you love them                                                                           

3
                         That you love them                                                   

1
that people forget                                   as time weighs upon them                                         

2
The small things are the things-----                                                                            

3
                                    The small things                                        

1
                                                                            

2
that people forget                as time weighs upon them                                                             

3
                   are the things                          that people forget                               

1
-----The things that pile up                                                                            

2
                                                      The things that pile up                      

3
                             as time weighs upon them            The things                                   

1
             and become useless-----So let them go                                                               

2
             and become useless-----So let them go                                                               

3
that pile up and become useless-----So let them go---------Is forgetting                                                                            

1
                                                than thinking that one has                            

2
                 no different than thinking-----                                                           

3
no different-----                                                                            

1
forgotten-----                                        otherwise----------                                        

2
                                        otherwise-----                                     

3
              and discovering otherwise                                                              

1
But this is not the issue-----is not the issue-----I may discover that I’ve                                                                            

2
But this is not the issue-----is not the issue                                                                            

3
But this is not the issue-----is not the issue                                                                            

1
forgotten nothing                Only forgotten                                                             

2
                                                                            

3
                  I may discover                that I’ve forgotten nothing                                           

1
that I haven’t                                              Only forgotten                              

2
               I may discover                Only forgotten that I haven’t                                             

3
                              Only forgotten that I haven’t                                              

1
that I haven’t forgotten-----We’ve all done that a thousand times----------                                                                            

2
                             We’ve all done that a thousand times----------                                               

3
                             We’ve all done that a thousand times----------                                               

1
Or not at all-----So let it go-----Don’t mourn the loss           There are                                                                 

2
Or not at all                                                                            

3
Or not at all                                           Let it go                                  

1
finer things ahead                                And ahead is Now-----                                             

2
                                        Let it go                                     

3
                   Don’t mourn the loss                                                          

1
                                                            and ahead is Now                

2
Don’t mourn the loss           There are finer things ahead and ahead is Now                                                                  

3
                     There are finer things ahead           and ahead is not                                            

1
----------That eternal moment----------                                                                            

2
                                                           with us always                 

3
                                       That eternal moment                                      

1
----------Beginning as it ends----------and ending----------as it begins…                                                                            

2
----------Beginning as it ends----------and ending----------as it begins…                                                                            

3
----------Beginning as it ends----------and ending----------as it begins…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 4/30/11

(From journal entry, 4/27/11)

BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS

1
Coming to the end of another year                   Not a calendar year                                                          

2
                                  Coming to the end                                          
1
                but a Toby year-----                    Me confronted                                        

2
of another year                     Not a calendar year                                                         
1
                by the endless suddenness               of another year-----                                              

2
but a Toby year                           Me confronted                                                  
1
                          by the endless suddenness of another year-----                                                  

2
by the endless suddenness of another year                                                                            
1
                  Coming                 to the end        of another year                                  

2
Coming to the end        of another year            Coming                                                           
1
-----to the end-----of another year                                                                            

2
-----to the end-----of another year                                                                            
3
-----to the end-----of another year-------Coming to the end of this journal                                                                            

1
           coming                            to the end of this journal-----                                      

2
to the end                        to the end of this journal                                                     
3
                  of this journal                                                           

1
                    Coming to the end                                                        

2
                                                                Well equipt            
3
But I’m well equipt                   to deal with such matters                                                                            

1
of another year                   Not a calendar year                                                          

2
                                                     to deal with such matters                      
3
                Aided by Rite-Aid                                                             

1
                                                    but a Toby year                        

2
                                                                    Aided by        
3
with their Black ‘n Red economy hard-bound journals                                                                            

1
             Me confronted                   suddenness                                              

2
Rite-Aid-----                 by the endless                                                            
3
                           Me---                         confronted                      

1
of another year-----By the endless                                another year                                            

2
of another year            endless suddenness                     another year                                           
3
of another year                    suddenness of another year-----another year                                                        

1
                                                     to the end                        

2
                               Coming to the end-----                                             
3
-----And I’m coming to the end                                  of yet another                                           

1
                of another year                 Not a calendar year                                            

2
of this journal                                                     but I’m                        
3
                                spiral notebook                                             

1
                Coming to the end of another year                                                            

2
well equipt-----Coming to the end                 to deal with such matters                                                           
3
                Coming to the end                                                            

1
                                       Not a calendar year                                      

2
                     Aided by Rite-Aid                                                        
3
guaranteed long life                                     double looped spirals                                      

1
                                                                            

2
with their Black ‘n Red economy hard-bound journals                                                                            
3
                                               and I know a lot about spirals                       

1
but a Toby year                                         Me confronted by the                                    

2
                              and I’m coming to the end                                              
3
                and long life                                                             

1
suddenness of another year                                     I know                                       

2
                                                And I know-----                            
3
Me confronted by the suddenness of another year                                                                             

1
                                               is always a prelude-------                             

2
            that coming to the end of anything                                                                 
3
that coming to the end of anything                                                                            

1
                           through which one passes                                                  

2
a prelude                                                         to another                    
3
          to something new                          through which                                        

1
                          with a new beginning                                                   

2
           to another end                                                                 
3
one passes                                     through which one passes                                       

1
               in this endless cycle                                                              

2
to another end                                     and endings----------                                        
3
                                     of beginnings                                        

1
Me-----                              suddenness of another year----------                                              

2
                      by the endless            of another year----------                                           
3
       confronted-----                          of another year----------                                           

1
another year----------another year…                                                                            

2
another year----------another year…                                                                            
3
another year----------another year…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 5/9-10/11

(entered 5/11/11, final day of the old)
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