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PREFACE

Seven or so years go the Edwin Mellen Poetry Press, of new York, published a

Final book of my poetry.  The Press had been responsive to my style of

Writing and had previously published a significant number of my books of

Conversation poems including: Duets, Trios, Quartets, Quintets, Hiroshima, Elegy

For Three, and finally, Word-Scales, which for me was the most important of these books because it expressed, with liberal illustrations and explanations, the essence of my writing style.

Regretfully, in the process of moving from San Francisco to Fort Bragg, Mendocino County, the complimentary author copies which were sent me, as a matter of policy, were lost.  Subsequent health issues prevented me from contacting the Press and when I finally did I was informed that the poetry division of the Press no longer existed and all books had been destroyed.

I was not devastated, only disappointed to have lost what represented my most conscientious effort to detail the essence of my effort to cross that fine border which separates spoken language from music.  A sentence, for me, is like a music scale with which I create my language compositions, availing myself of the forms of music: fugues, canons, rondos, counterpoint and crab-fugues, (themes played forward and backward against each other).  In that book I made my final argument in defense of language as music.

And today I realized that by gathering a collection of my conversations poems which discuss, by example, my composing style I could at least file, as record, my approach to composing poetry.

As with music, these compositions should be read aloud by several voices in order to fully understand and appreciate the relationships which develop through their various articulations and weavings.  While each voice might stand alone, independent of the others, the integration which occurs through the connections,

By chance and design is what gives validity to these works.

Toby Lurie

Fort Bragg, Ca. 12/7/10

LOSSES AND GAINS

1
I’m losing language--slowly--imperceptibly                    but perceptibly                                                             

2
                                           I’m losing language                                

1
                     I’m losing language                     And I know it                                   

2
slowly—imperceptibly                     but perceptibly-----                                                         

1
because I feel it               and hear it                       It lingers                                         

2
                  And I know it             because I feel it-----                                               

1
on the edge             of consciousness                It lingers on the edge                                                  

2
            and hear it                  It lingers-----           It lingers                                     

1
of consciousness                        and I know it because I feel it                                                     

2
It lingers on the edge of consciousness                                                                              

1
              and hear it                       this loss-----                                        

2
And I know it             because I feel it-----              this loss-----                                                   

1
I’m losing language                                                                             

2
I’m losing language                           It lingers                                                  

3
I’m losing language-----I can almost taste it            but am refused                                                                 

1
            I can almost taste it                                                                  

2
on the edge                                                  of consciousness                          

3
                                 and must search a substitute                                            

1
but am refused                 and must search a substitute                                                             

2
                                                            and in the next                 

3
               and must search a substitute                                                              

1
       It lingers                     on the edge                                                   

2
moment            without provocation                                                                  

3
                                                  and in the next moment                           

1
of consciousness                                        And in the next moment                                      

2
                 it pops up again                                                             

3
                                  without provocation---And in the next moment                                           

1
                 without provocation                of consciousness-----                                            

2
it pops up again                     to the surface                                                         

3
                 without provocation                of consciousness-----                                             

1
or it doesn’t----A consequence of my advancing years            I tell myself                                                                   

2
or it doesn’t                                                                             

3
or it doesn’t                                        A consequence                                     

1
                          of my age                                at the edge                  

2
              Probably so                         I tell myself----                                       

3
of my age-----                      a consequence                                                       

1
                                But not a matter for concern                                             

2
           of consciousness-----                                                                  

3
it lingers                                       But not a matter for concern                                      

1
                                                           For as I am                  

2
For as I am losing language I am gaining                          I am gaining                                                   

3
                                         For as I am losing                                     

1
                            losing language              I’m losing language                                    

2
            I am losing-----                             I’m losing language                                    

3
-----For as I am                            gaining form I’m losing language                                                  

1
-----I can almost taste it                                         It lingers                                    

2
                                            It lingers on the edge                                  

3
                  I can almost taste it-----                                                           

1
                                 the edge                     of consciousness                      

2
on the edge of consciousness-----                                                                              

3
                                          I can almost taste it                                    

1
                         Probably so                                                     

2
-----Probably so but not             a matter of concern                                                                 

3
                                                          not a matter                   

1
            of concern                            as I am                                      

2
Probably so                                                                              

3
                       For as I am losing language        I’m gaining form----                                              

1
losing language                  A trade-off which works             to my                                                

2
                I’m gaining form                                                              

3
                                                         A trade-off                    

1
advantage                                                                             

2
                      For my inventory of words                 far exceeds                                       

3
          which works                           to my advantage                                          

1
         of words                                                                     

2
my needs          And my ability to convert                 into plausible                                                     

3
                                            to my advantage                                  

1
                              seems confirmed-----I’m losing language                                               

2
structure                                                                              

3
          seems confirmed-----                    I’m losing language                                               

1
without a doubt                         slowly losing-----                                                    

2
I’m losing language without a doubt-----                                                                             

3
without a doubt                                           imperceptibly-----                                   

1
                                        losing language-----                                     

2
but perceptibly                                             language-----                                 

3
                I’m losing language-----                                                             

1
But this should not produce negative consequences                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
                            But this should not produce negative consequences                                                 

1
                                     Not unlike                                         

2
as my poetry continues to flow forth                       the horrifying                                                       

3
                                                but unlike                              

1
                                                                unimpeded              

2
discharge of oil into the gulf                                                                             

3
                               but it continues to flow from me                                               

1
                                     Were I to lost language                                         

2
and with gratifying results----------                                                                             

3
                                                             Were I to lose                

1
at an accelerated pace                         I would still be unconcerned                                                     

2
                                        Were I                                      

3
                       to lose language                                                       

1
                                        Unless----                                     

2
                       to lose language           I would still be unconcerned                                           

3
at an accelerated pace                                                                              

1
Unless my skills of manipulation were adversely affected                                                                             

2
                 Unless my skills of manipulation were adversely affected                                                            

3
                                                                 affected            

1
             That would disturb me                                                                 

2
                                                        It lingers on the edge                     

3
affected-----                      A consequence of age                                                        

1
but it will not be                                         My head is clear                                     

2
                                 of consciousness----------My head is clear                                            

3
                   I tell myself                           My head is clear                                

1
And in the next moment without provocation it pops to the surface                                                                             

2
                                              And in the next moment without                               

3
                       And in the next moment without provocation it pops to                                                                            

1
                                               My head is clear                               

2
without provocation it pops to the surface-----                                                                             

3
the surface                                                     My head                        

1
as are my intentions                             For while I am losing                                                  

2
                              and I will prevail                                                

3
                     is clear                                                         

1
language I am gaining form                                                                             

2
                                                          A trade-off which                   

3
         For while I am losing language I am gaining form                                                                     

1
                                              to my advantage-----And I will                               

2
seems             to work                     to my advantage                                             

3
      A trade-off         which seems to work to my advantage                                                               

1
prevail               even if I’m reduced                                                                       

2
                                                         I’m losing language                    

3
        I will prevail                    I will prevail                                                  

1
to a handful of words                                           For I am a                                   

2
                      slowly-----slowly-----                                                       

3
                                            even if I’m reduced                                  

1
minimalist                                                     I’m losing                          

2
           imperceptibly                       but perceptibly I’m losing                                            

3
                         to a handful of words                 I’m losing                                    

1
language                  for I am a minimalist               a minimalist                                            

2
language but will prevail                                     a minimalist                                        

3
language                           a minimalist to excess-----                                                  

1
                            to excess having composed                                                 

2
to excess                   to excess                                                          

3
to excess I am a minimalist to excess                 and improvised                                                           

1
                one-word poems which continue sounding                                                             

2
several hundred one-word poems                sounding into infinity-----                                                             

3
several hundred                                        into infinity-----                                     

1
For they are alive beneath their label                                                                             

2
                   for they are alive beneath their label                                                          

3
                                                          alive----------                   

1
So onward--------into the beyond--------come what may-------and may it come…                                                                             

2
So onward--------into the beyond--------come what may-------and may it come…                                                                             

3
So onward--------into the beyond--------come what may-------and may it come…                                                                             

Fort Bragg, 7/2-3/10

(From journal entry, 7/2/10)

WORD-MUSIC

1
To convey the full depth           and scale of music                                                                   

2
                         To convey                    the full depth                                  

3
                                                                     To convey        

4
                                                                             

1
within the limits                          of spoken language                                                     

2
                  and scale                                                            

3
                            the full depth                                                  

4
                                                              To convey               

1
                                                                             

2
of music                     within the limits              of spoken language                                          

3
         and scale                                                                     

4
                   To convey                   the full depth                                         

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
          of music within the limits of spoken language                                                                   

4
and scale                 of music within the limits of spoken language-----                                                 

1
Here is the challenge                   To convey the full depth                                                          

2
Here is the challenge                                                                             

3
Here is the challenge                                                                             

4
Here is the challenge                                            The full                                 

5
Here is the challenge-----To convey-----                                                                             

1
                                                                 within the            

2
                    The full depth and scale of music                                                         

3
                                                      within-----                       

4
depth and scale-----                                                                             

5
                                                                             

1
limits-----                               The limits-----of spoken music-----                                              

2
                                          The limits-----of spoken music-----                                   

3
                                          The limits-----of spoken music-----                                   

4
                                          The limits-----of spoken music-----                                   

5
           The limits of spoken music---- The limits-----of spoken music-----                                                                  

1
To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                                             

2
          To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                                   

3
                    To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                                             

4
                              To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                                   

5
                                        To convey the full depth and scale                                                                            

1
         within------within the limits-------of spoken language----------                                                                    

2
         within------within the limits-------of spoken language----------                                                                    

3
         within------within the limits-------of spoken language----------                                                                    

4
         within------within the limits-------of spoken language----------                                                                    

5
of music within------within the limits-------of spoken language----------

1
Here is the challenge-----To convey                                                                             

2
Here is the challenge               Here is the challenge                                                              

3
Here is the challenge                                     the full depth                                         

4
Here is the challenge                                     the full depth                                         

5
Here is the challenge               Here is the challenge                                                              

6
Here is the challenge-----To convey                                                                              
1
              Here          is the challenge                                                      

2
                   of music                                    of spoken music                      

3
and scale-----                               within the limits                                              

4
and scale-----                               within the limits                                              

5
                   of music                                    of spoken music                      

6
              Here          is the challenge                                                      
1
Here is the challenge----------the challenge-----To introduce themes                                                                              

2
Here is the challenge----------the challenge                                                                             

3
Here is the challenge----------the challenge                                                                             

4
Here is the challenge----------the challenge                                                                             

5
Here is the challenge----------the challenge                                                                             

6
Here is the challenge----------the challenge                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
                 as with music                                                             

3
                                             in that process                                

4
                                                             Spoken-Music----                

5
                               and to create                                              

6
and develop them                                                                              
1
                                                          To introduce themes              

2
                             as with music                                              

3
in that process                                                                              

4
                                                                             

5
                and to create                                                             

6
                                           and develop them                                 
1
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge                                                                             

2
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge                                                                             

3
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge-----The challenge which confronts me                                                                             

4
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge-----The challenge which confronts me                                                                             

5
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge                                                                             

6
-----Here is-----Here is the challenge                                                                             
1
                  to which I respond-----I respond----To convey the full depth                                                           

2
and the challenge                        I respond                                                      

3
                                         I respond                                    

4
                                         I respond                                    

5
and the challenge                        I respond                                                     

6
                  to which I respond-----I respond              To convey the                                             
1
                                        Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                

2
                     and scale of music Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                                       

3
                                        Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                     

4
                                        Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                     

5
           and scale of music           Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                                       

6
full depth                              Spoken-Music-----Here is the challenge                                                
1
-----The challenge to which I respond-----The challenge is to make one                                                                              

2
-----The challenge to which I respond                                                                             

3
-----The challenge to which I respond                                                                             

4
-----The challenge to which I respond                                                                             

5
-----The challenge to which I respond                                                                             

6
-----The challenge to which I respond                   The challenge is to                                                          
1
of the other                                                                             

2
                          To make one of the other                                                   

3
                                                                   This is          

4
                                                                             

5
                                      To make one of the other-----                                       

6
make one of the other-----                                                                             
1
                      To cross that fine line          which separates                                             

2
                                                                             

3
the challenge                                 To cross                                             

4
This is the challenge                                                                             

5
                                                                             

6
                                                                             
1
                             one from the other                                                 

2
                                                                             

3
that fine line                                                                              

4
                                                               The challenge              

5
                                                                             

6
               The challenge                    is to make one                                           
1
                               from the other                Am I understood                                 

2
                                                                             

3
which separates                                              Am I understood                                  

4
                is to make one                                                              

5
                                              of the other---Am I understood                               

6
                                                                             
1
                       To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                      

2
Am I felt as music-----                                                                             

3
                                                                             

4
Am I felt as music-----          To convey the full depth and scale of music                                                                   

5
                                                                             

6
Am I felt as music-----                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
                                                       To cross that fine line                      

3
                                                                             

4
                  within the limits of spoken language                                                           

5
                                                       To cross that fine line

6
within the limits of spoken language                                                                             
1
To cross that fine line which separates one from the other                                                                             

2
which separates one from the other                                                                             

3
                   To cross that fine line which separates one from the other                                                                             

4
                   To cross that fine line which separates one from the other                                                          

5
which separates one from the other                                                                             

6
To cross that fine line which separates one from the other                                                                             
1
-----I believe it can be done                             by applying                                                           

2
                              I believe it can                                                

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             

5
                                                                             

6
                                                 I believe                            
1
various forms                                    of music                                          

2
              it can be done         by applying          various forms                                              

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             

5
                     it can be done                                                         

6
                                                                             
1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
I believe I can be done            by applying the various forms of music                                                                 

4
                                               by applying the various forms                              

5
                                                                             

6
          I believe it can be done                                                                   
1
                        Most importantly the fugue                  the fugue                                   

2
of music---                              Most importantly the fugue the fugue                                              

3
                        Most importantly the fugue                  the fugue                                   

4
           of music-----                 Most importantly the fugue the fugue                                                

5
                        Most importantly the fugue                  the fugue                                   

            6
                                         Most importantly the fugue the fugue                                   
1
Which at this moment                      is the vehicle                                                        

2
                                                                             

3
                     at this moment                                                        

4
                                                                             

5
                                                                             

6
                                    Which                at this moment                          
1
               which carries this message                                                              

2
                                                            The vehicle                 

3
                                                                             

4
at this moment                                                                             

5
                                                                             

6
                             which carries this message-----                                                
1
                                                                             

2
which carries this message                                                                             

3
                                      which carries this message                                      

4
                                                    which carries this message                        

5
The vehicle which carries this message                                                                             

6
                                                                             
1
Simple words and fragments lose their identity as language                                                                            

2
                           Simple words and fragments lost their identity                                                  

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             

1
                                                                 Simple words             

2
as language                                                                             

3
            if repeated endlessly                                                                 

4
                        if repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                   

1
and fragments              lose their identity               if repeated                                                 

2
              Simply words                     and fragments                                            

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                          

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                          

1
                    Simple words and fragments                                                          

2
lose their identity                          lose their identity with language                                                

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                             

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                             

5
Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear                                                                            

1
Simple words and fragments                                 lose their identity                                           

2
                          Lose their identity with language                                                   

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                             

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                             

5
Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear                                                                             

6
Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand                                                                            
1
Simple words and fragments                                 lose their identity                                           

2
                          Lose their identity with language                                                   

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                             

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                             

5
Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear                                                                             

6
Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand                                                                            
1
Simple words and fragments                                 lose their identity                                           

2
                          Lose their identity with language                                                   

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                             

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                             

5
Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear                                                                             

6
Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand                                                                            
1
Simple words and fragments                                 lose their identity                                           

2
                          Lose their identity with language                                                   

3
again and again and again and again and again and again and again and again                                                                             

4
endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated endlessly repeated                                                                             

5
Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear Am I clearly clear                                                                             

6
Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand Do you understand                                                                            
1
The elements are there                                                                             

2
                                      one concrete                                       

3
                                                                             

4
                                                                             

5
                                                   the other ineffable-----                           

6
                       within the two                                                       
1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

3
Yet the elements are there within the two                                                                             

4
                           Yet the elements are there within the tweo-----                                                  

5
                                                                             

6
                                                                             
1
pitch                                                                             

2
                 and rhythm                                                            

3
                                                           are there within                  

4
                                                                             

5
                            which is the heartbeat of both                                                 

6
       dynamics                                                                      
1
                             The heartbeat-----contained within the rhythm                                                

2
                             The heartbeat                                                

3
the two                      The heartbeat                                                       

4
are there within the two-----The heartbeat                                                                             

5
                             The heartbeat                                                

6
                             The heartbeat                                                
1
               thm-----            It can be accomplished          by applying                                       

2
                       thm                   It can be accomplished                                   

3
                           thm-----It can be accomplished                                                  

4
                                             It can be accomplished                                

5
           thm                     It can be accomplished                                             

6
the rhythm                                   It can be accomplished                                          
1
the various forms of music                                                                             

2
by applying                                                                             

3
            by applying                                                                  

4
                        by applying                                                     

5
                                    the various forms of music                                         

6
                                                the various forms of music                             
1
Most importantly the fugue                  which is at this moment                                                           

2
                 Most importantly the fugue          which is at this moment                                                  

3
Most importantly the fugue                  which is at this moment                                                           

4
                 Most importantly the fugue          which is at this moment                                                  

5
Most importantly the fugue                  which is at this moment                                                           

            6
                 Most importantly the fugue          which is at this moment                                                  
1
at this moment-----as we speak-----The vehicle which carries this message                                                                             

2
at this moment-----as we speak                 The vehicle which carries                                                            

3
at this moment-----as we speak-----The vehicle which carries this message                                                                             

4
at this moment-----as we speak                 The vehicle which carries                                                            

5
at this moment-----as we speak-----The vehicle which carries this message                                                                             

6
at this moment-----as we speak                 The vehicle which carries                                                            
1
                 which carries this message----------this message----------                                                            

2
this message-----which carries this message----------this message----------                                                                             

3
                 which carries this message----------this message----------                                                            

4
this message-----which carries this message----------this message----------                                                                             

5
                 which carries this message----------this message----------                                                            

6
this message-----which carries this message----------this message----------                                                                             
1
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             

2
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             

3
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             

4
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             

5
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             

6
To convey the full depth----------and scale of music----------with the limits                                                                             
1
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             

2
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             

3
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             

4
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             

5
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             

6
of spoken music----------It can be done----------It can be done----------                                                                             
1
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             

2
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             

3
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             

4
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             

5
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             

6
and is being done now----------as we speak the music…                                                                             
Fort Bragg, 7/6-7/10

THIS IS A BLANK PAGE.  AND I’M NOT GOING TO DO A DAMNED THING ABOUT IT

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                                                             

OPENING STATEMENT

1
I like to open each notebook with a statement of who I am where I am and where                                                                             

2
                                                                              

1
I’m going-----                              I like to open                                                

2
               I like to open each notebook                with a statement                                                

1
each notebook             with a statement            of who I am                                                       

2
              of who I am                  where I am             and where                                   

1
          where I am           and where I’m going-----                                                         

2
I’m going            and where I’m going               If you’re here you know                                                    

1
             If you’re here              you know all about me                                                    

2
all about me                Well not all                      I don’t know all                                         

1
Well not all            I don’t know all              And if you’re not here                                                    

2
             but enough         I don’t know all------                                                         

1
                             So I won’t bother                                                

2
there’s no need to explain---So I won’t bother                                                                              

3
                             So I won’t bother---Only to the extent of                                                

1
                                      Let me say it now                                       

2
                   Only to the extent                                                            

3
discussing changes                                      which seem to be                                        

1
                                in this here                                             

2
          of discussing changes                           which seem to                                           

3
occurring                                    in this life                                           

1
             through which              all future plunges                                                    

2
be occurring               in this life                    and how these                                             

3
                                                                             

1
                                 to the past                                             

2
changes may affect                                      may affect my                                         

3
                   these changes             may affect my compositions                                              

1
                                                      in this here                        

2
compositions-----Let me say it now                                 to be able                                              

3
                                   It’s quite amazing                                           

1
                                 through which all future plunges                                            

2
to ease aside                                                     and observe                          

3
              It’s quite amazing                                                                

1
                                to the past                                         

2
myself                                                                               

3
       to be able to ease aside             and observe myself---------                                                        

1
It’s quite amazing                                                                             

2
It’s quite amazing-----To ease aside and observe myself                                                                              

3
It’s quite amazing                   To ease aside and observe myself-----                                                          

1
in the process of an accelerated state of decline                                                                             

2
               in the process of an accelerated state of decline-----                                                               

3
                                                                      But it      

1
                                                         But it doesn’t-----                    

2
                              But it doesn’t seem to-----                                                

3
doesn’t seem to bother me-----                                                                             

1
            I’m grateful for the time             and good health                                                    

2
                                      I’m grateful                for the time                      

3
bother me---                                                                             

1
mentally                 I’ve been gifted with                                                             

2
         and good health                                                                      

3
                                               and I’m grateful-----                              

1
I celebrate my blessings                Significant to my writing--while I’m                                                             

2
             celebrate my blessings-----                                                                  

3
I celebrate my blessings                                                                             

1
experiencing a loss of language my response has enhanced the quality                                                                              

2
                                                                              

3
                                                                             

1
of my work-----Significant to my writings                                                                              

2
                                          I like to open each notebook                                    

3
                                                                             

1
while I’m experiencing a loss of language                                                                              

2
                                                                    with a          

3
                                          Significant to my writing                                    

1
          my response has greatly enhanced                                                                   

2
statement                                                                               

3
                                            while I’m experiencing a loss                                 

1
                                      the quality of my writing                                       

2
            of who I am---                                      where I am                             

3
of language               my response                                                              

1
                                 I’ve become                                             

2
                                                           and where I’m going                   

3
has greatly enhanced the quality             of my writing                                                                  

1
---much more conscious of form-----                    much more conscious                                                         

2
                                                                              

3
                                   much more conscious of form                                          

1
of form                                                If you’re here                             

2
        and I’m using it with elevated proficiency-----                                                                      

3
                                                                      and I’m       

1
         you know all about me                                                                     

2
                               As I approach closer                                               
3
using it                                            with elevated proficiency                                   

1
that you need to know                                                                               

2
                      and closer              to my ultimate goal                                           
3
                                 As I approach                     closer                         

1
               If you’re not here                                                                

2
                                  of crossing that fine border                                            
3
and closer-----                                                to my ultimate                              

1
     there’s no need to explain                                                                          

2
                                which separates music from the spoken word                                              
3
goal                                                  which separates music                             

1
                              It’s quite amazing-----I celebrate my blessings                                                

2
                              It’s quite amazing-----I celebrate my blessings                                                
3
from the spoken word----------It’s quite amazing-----I celebrate my blessings                                                                               

1
Making one from the other                        So I approach my compositions                                                   

2
                      Making one from the other---                                                        
3
           Making one from the other-----                                                                   

1
with that understanding                               reading them all aloud                                                 

2
                                                      reading them all aloud                        
3
So I approach my compositions with that understanding reading them all aloud                                                                             

1
By so doing you will be hearing my language             which is carefully                                                                  

2
                                            By so doing                                   
3
                                                                              

1
constructed                                             from forms of music                                  

2
            you will             be hearing my language                                                       
3
                     By so doing                                                          

1
                                                                              

2
which is carefully constructed from forms of music                                                                              
3
                               which is carefully constructed from forms                                               

1
                  As music in spoken form…                                                            

2
                  As music in spoken form…                                                            
3
of music----------As music in spoken form…                                                                              

Fort Bragg, 7/29-30/10

(From introduction to this spiral notebook, 7/29/10)

HOMAGE TO HUGO SCHWITTERS

1
He speaks of what he does by saying what he says in the way that he says it---                                                                              

2
                                                                              
1
                          He speaks           of what he does                                           

2
He speaks of what he does           by saying                 what he says                                                    
1
by saying            what he says                 in the way that he says it                                                   

2
          in the way              that he says it            in the way that                                           
1
               He speaks of what he does-----Recognize the fact                                                               

2
he says it-----He speaks of what he does                        Recognize                                                      
3
               He speaks of what he does                                                               

1
that you’re not being recognized                   and just recognize yourself                                                          

2
                                                                              
3
                                 Recognize the fact                                              

1
                                                                              

2
                the fact                    that you’re not being                                           
3
that you’re not          and just recognize                       yourself                                               

1
               Is that so-----By saying what he says           in the way                                                     

2
recognized-----Is that so                            By saying                                                  
3
               Is that so                                                               

1
                       that he says it                       in the way that                                 

2
what he says                                      in the way that he says it                                         
3
             by saying                 in the way that he says it                                                 

1
he says it-----Is that so-----The rest of the world          recognizes you                                                                     

2
               Is that so                                                               
3
               Is that so                           The rest                                     

1
                      and that’s enough                                                         

2
             The rest                   of the world                                                
3
of the world                                         recognizes you                                      

1
and that’s enough                                                                              

2
and that’s enough                               Recognize                                                
3
and that’s enough-----Recognize the simple fact           that you’re not                                                                    

1
                 and recognize yourself                                                             

2
                 and recognize yourself-----He speaks nonsense                                                              
3
being recognized and recognize yourself                        He speaks                                                     

1
                       He speaks                            nonsense                            

2
with nonsense                    to make sense                       to make                                     
3
              nonsense                         with nonsense                                       

1
      with nonsense                                                                         

2
sense                             to make sense in a senseless world                                                  
3
                    to make sense in a senseless world                                                          

1
and that’s enough-----He is absolutely unrelenting           There is-----                                                                    

2
and that’s enough                                                                              
3
and that’s enough                                  He is-----                                            

1
                       no compromise                    and this is good                                     

2
                                     He speaks nonsense                                          
3
absolutely unrelenting                                                                               

1
                                     because-----                                         

2
                       with nonsense             to make sense                                            
3
There is no compromise                                        and this is good                                      

1
by this way            (he is absolutely unrelenting)-----He speaks himself                                                                   

2
            he is absolutely unrelenting                                                                  
3
                 (he is absolutely unrelenting)                                                             

1
                                            There is no compromise                                  

2
                               There is-----There is no compromise----------                                               
3
because by this way there is---             There is no compromise                                                                

1
                                                                              

2
He speaks of what he does by saying what he says in the way that he says it---                                                                              
3
                                                                              

1
in the way                        what he does                                                        

2
                        by saying                            He speaks-----                           
3
           what he says                        He speaks-----                                            

1
‘The pursuit of diverse forms was an artistic necessity for me’-----                                                                              

2
                                                                    He speaks          
3
                                                                              

1
                                                                   He speaks           

2
                                                                              
3
‘I did this in order to erase the boundaries between the arts’-----                                                                              

1
himself           and in so doing         he encourages others                                                             

2
        He speaks                 himself                      and in so doing                                 
3
                                                                              

1
                  to speak themselves                                                             

2
                                                      he encourages others                        
3
He speaks himself                     and in so doing                                                           

1
                                             and from the speaking to become                                 

2
to speak themselves                                                                              
3
he encourages others to speak themselves-----                      and from                                                        

1
                                                 themselves----themselves-----                             

2
             and from the speaking to become-----themselves----themselves-----                                                                 
3
the speaking to become                           themselves----themselves-----                                                   

1
He is absolutely unrelenting                               and just recognize                                               

2
He is absolutely unrelenting                                                                              
3
He is absolutely unrelenting-----Recognize the simple fact                                                                              

1
yourself                              and that’s enough-----enough-----He is                                                

2
         that you’re being recognized and that’s enough-----enough                                                                   
3
                                      and that’s enough-----enough                                        

1
repetitious                            He is            repetitious                                        

2
                           repetitious       and boring                                              
3
            and boring-----                                         He is                         

1
and boring-----                     and by being                                                          

2
               and boring                        and by being such                                        
3
                          He is-----                              and by being                     

1
by being respected                                           we are encouraged                                  

2
                                and by being respected in such                                               
3
                   and by being respected in such                                                           

1
and that’s enough                                                                              

2
and that’s enough                                                                              
3
and that’s enough-----and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough                                                                              

                        (softly slowly)

1
He speaks of what he does                        in the way that he says it                                                      

2
                          by saying what he says                                                     
3
and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough                                                                              

1
                       he speaks what he does            in the way                                            

2
by saying what he says                        in the way that he says is                                                       
3
and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough                                                                              

1
that he says it-----                   with nonsense                                                            

2
                    He speaks nonsense               to make sense                                            
3
and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough and that’s enough-----                                                                              

1
                                                                              

2
                                                  He is absolutely unrelenting                          
3
Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---                                                                              

  (softly slowly)

1
There is no compromise                  because by this way                                                              

2
                       and this is good                     he speaks himself                                   
3
Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---                                                                              

1
and in so doing                      to speak themselves                                                          

2
                he encourages others                     to speak themselves                                          
3
Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---Is that so---That is so---                                                                              

1
              and to become from the doing-----                 and boring---                                              

2
and to become from the doing                                                                              
3
                                               He is repetitious                                

1
                       and by being such                                                       

2
repetitious                              and by being respected                                                  
3
            and boring                                          for being such                         

1
We are encouraged-----I knew him before I knew him            because                                                                   

2
We are encouraged                                                                              
3
We are encouraged                                  I knew him         before                                    

1
           I had something of him            within myself                                                         

2
                                  I knew him                                             
3
I knew him                                                 because I had                              

1
                                      without knowing                  without                       

2
before I knew him-----                                                                              
3
                      something of him                 within myself---                                        

1
        knowing                                           something of him----                            

2
                       because I had something of him-----                                                       
3
.within         myself                                                                       

1
           within myself without knowing                                                                   

2
                                       within myself without knowing-----                                       
3
of him-----              within myself without knowing                                                                

1
Because I had something of him within myself                                                                              

2
                            Because I had something of him within myself-----                                                  
3
              Because I had something of him within myself                                                                              

1
without knowing----------His voice sounded familiar           because                                                                   

2
without knowing                                                                              
3
without knowing                                     His voice         sounded                                 

1
         I was in it                                                by saying                    

2
                                            He speaks of what he does                                
3
familiar             because I was in it-----                                                                

1
what he says                                   ‘The purest of divine forms was                                         

2
                                           Thus                                  
3
             in the way that he says it-----                                                                 

1
a necessity for me’-----                                                                              

2
                        Thus                                                      
3
                            ‘I did this in order to erase the boundaries                                                  

1
                    And that’s enough-----Is that so-----His voice sounded                                                          

2
                    And that’s enough-----Is that so                                                          
3
between the arts’---And that’s enough-----Is that so-----                                                                              

1
familiar           because I was in it                                                                    

2
         His voice                     sounded familiar           because                                      
3
                                                        His voice                      

1
                            He is repetitious and boring                                                   

2
I was in it                                                                              
3
            sounded familiar                             because I was in it                                     

1
----repetitious                                                  and by being                             

2
                and boring                     and by being such                                           
3
                           because I was in it                                                    

1
respected                 We are encouraged to become from the doing                                                              

2
                          We are encouraged                                                    
3
          by being such---We are encouraged           from the doing to become                                                         

1
                           There is                        no other way                            

2
-----There is no other way          but the path is filled                                                                      
3
                                                                              

1
                                 through which one may enter and depart-----                                             

2
with exits                                                                              
3
           There is no other way                                                                   

1
                    Don’t think                   of time-----                                       

2
                                                              There is only                
3
Don’t think of time             for there is none                                                                   

1
                                         He was in it and remains                                      

2
now and all the other nows                                        He was in it                                       
3
There is only now and all the other nows                                                                               

1
                          He speaks-----It is all so unimportant                                                    

2
                                        It is all so unimportant-----He says                                      
3
He speaks of what he does               It is all so unimportant                                                               

1
             what he says                                              enough                     

2
what he says                                         and that’s enough                                      
3
                          in the way that he says it                                                     

1
                  and remains                                                             

2
-----He was in it                                              finished-------                                 
3
                              What he said and did is finished                                                

1
and not yet begun-----                                                                              

2
                                       to understand there is no need                                       
3
                      There is no need to understand                                                        

1
                          of that which can                    by not                                

2
              the mystery of that                              by not                                  
3
to understand the mystery         which can only be understood by not                                                                     

1
understanding----------It is all so unimportant----------It is nothing--------                                                                              

2
                       It is all so unimportant----------It is nothing--------                                                       
3
                       It is all so unimportant----------It is nothing--------                                                       

1
which is everything----------I take----------and I return…                                                                              

2
which is everything----------I take----------and I return…                                                                              
3
which is everything----------I take----------and I return…                                                                              

Greater Los Angeles, 9/15-17/10

I NEVER BOTHERED

1
I never bothered and I unhesitatingly admit                  I never bothered                                                           

2
                                            I never bothered                                  

1
                           I never bothered                       to struggle                            

2
and I unhesitatingly admit                  that I never bothered                                                             

1
                 with my language compositions-----                                                            

2
I never bothered                                   I only enjoy the process                                           

1
I only enjoy                    the process                                                          

2
             It comes so easily             My compositions simply flow                                                   

1
It comes too easily                                   My compositions                                           

2
                    and I just get out of the way-----                                                         

1
simply flow                               and I get out of their way--------                                              

2
My compositions simply flow and I get out of their way                                                                             

1
                                                                             

2
                                    I never bothered                                          

3
I never bothered and I freely admit                  I never bothered                                                            

1
                      I never bothered                                                       

2
and I willingly admit I never bothered                      I never bothered                                                       

3
                      I never bothered-----I never bothered to struggle                                                       

1
never bothered to struggle with my language compositions-----                                                                             

2
to struggle                                                                             

3
                                                             with my language                

1
                         I never bothered                           I only                         

2
             to struggle                  to struggle                                               

3
compositions                                          with them-----                                   

1
enjoyed and continue to enjoy the process                                                                             

2
                                                         Have never had                    

3
        I only enjoyed and continue to enjoy the process                                                                     

1
                They seem to flow           and I                                                   

2
to struggle-----                                          They seem                                    

3
                                  They seem       to flow                                      

1
stay out of their way                             and I stay out of their way                                            

2
                      to flow--                                                       

3
                               to flow and I stay out of their way                                           

1
                                          Perhaps                                   

2
-----Perhaps this is a major flaw of mine         I don’t do the hard work                                                                    

3
                                                                             

1
this is a major flaw         of mine                          I don’t do                                           

2
                                                                             

3
                     Perhaps         this is a major flaw-----                                              

1
the hard work                        I just let them happen                                                     

2
                             I don’t                        Like now with this                        

3
I don’t do the hard work-----                                                                             

1
                           Like now                                                   

2
                                                  My fun begins-----                           

3
I just let them happen-----         with this-----                  begins                                                  

1
deconstruction-----                  juxtaposition                                                            

2
                                                   and reconstruction                          

3
                   fragmentation-----                                                          

1
of my themes-----                                          Like this                                   

2
                 deconstruction               of my themes                                               

3
                                fragmentation                                              

1
                     Let go                     into multiple voices-----                                   

2
              Let go                  like this into multiple voices-----                                              

3
with this-----              with this           into multiple voices-----                                                     

1
like this-----Urging them on with the forms of music                                                                             

2
like this                                            with the forms of music                                 

3
like this                                                                             

1
               with the forms of music                    Crossing that fine                                          

2
Urging them on                                   Crossing                                            

3
                                       Like this                                       

1
border                                                   the spoken word                           

2
                        that fine border which separates                                                      

3
       that fine border                                                                       

1
             Like this-----I never bothered                                                                 

2
             Like this                      never bothered-----                                          

3
from music---Like this                                         never bothered                                    

1
                to struggle with my language compositions                                                             

2
to struggle-----                                                                             

3
                                    to struggle with my language compositions                                                 

1
They just seem to flow----------to flow----------and away we go…                                                                             

2
They just seem to flow----------to flow----------and away we go…                                                                             

3
They just seem to flow----------to flow----------and away we go…                                                                             

Fort Bragg, 9/25/10   (from theme, 9/24/10)

THE QUESTION

1
So often the question          ‘What do you write about’                                                                    

2
                      So often                           the question                             
1
So often-----         So often the question-----                                                                    

2
             So often the question              Not so often but often enough                                                  
1
Not so often                  and I can only reply                                                             

2
             but often enough                      So often the question                                           
1
So often           the question            only reply as I can only reply                                                        

2
         and I can              only reply                                                        
1
I write about myself                                                                             

2
I write about myself                              Even when not                                               

3
I write about myself---Even when not about myself               I’m writing                                                              

1
                Even when not---I’m writing about myself-----‘What do you                                                             

2
                                I’m writing about myself                                             

3
about myself-------             I’m writing about myself                                                                

1
write about                                    but often enough----------                                          

2
                                  Not so often                                            

3
            So often the question                                                                  

1
‘What do you write about’                                                                             

2
‘What do you write about’                          Even when not about myself                                                    

3
‘What do you write about’-----I write about myself                                                                              

1
I’m writing about myself----------                     I’m not                                                        

2
                                                                             

3
                                  I’m not an historian         or a person                                  

1
           an historian                                                                  

2
                        I’m not                      an historian                                 

3
of science                      I’m only researching              my world                                           

1
or a person of science                        I’m only researching my world                                                     

2
            or a person of science                                                                  

3
                                   and myself                                           

1
                                           and myself                   in it               

2
                     So often the question                     So often                                     

3
I’m only researching                                  my world                                            

1
                                             So even when I’m not                                  

2
           The question-----The question-----                                                                  

3
and myself                                                        in it                      

1
writing about myself                      I’m writing                                                         

2
                                                     ‘What do you write about’                       

3
                     So even when I’m not                                                         

1
                         So even when I’m not writing about myself                                                   

2
                                                                             

3
writing about myself-----                     So even when I’m not writing                                                        

1
                                                                             

2
            I’m writing about myself                                                                
3
about myself                        and as writing has long been an obsession-                                                   

1
              Certainly so at this moment                  advancing with                                             

2
Certainly-----                                                                              
3
                           at this moment as I advance-----                                  

1
this composition              I’m writing about myself                                                               

2
                 as I advance                                                             
3
                                                       with this composition                      

1
with this composition                                          myself-----                                    

2
                                  I’m writing about myself-----                                           
3
                      I’m writing about myself                                                       

1
about myself--------an obsession of mine--------how possibly not--------                                                                             

2
about myself--------an obsession of mine--------how possibly not--------                                                                             
3
about myself--------an obsession of mine--------how possibly not--------                                                                             

1
I’m frequently indulging in the experience                                                                             

2
                                           I’m frequently indulging                                  
3
an obsession of mine---how possibly not---an obsession of mine---how possibly                                                                             

(softly chanted)

1
of experiencing                   the experience                                                            

2
                in the experience                of experiencing                                              
3
not---an obsession of mine---how possible not---an obsession of mine---                                                                             

1
of myself                I’m frequently indulging           in the experience                                                  

2
          the experience                          of myself                                         
3
how possibly not---an obsession of mine---how possibly not                                                                             

1
                                           Moving through my story                                  

2
I’m frequently indulging in the experience                                                                              
3
                                                                             

1
                                        writing about myself                                     

2
               the experience of myself                                                               
3
the experience of myself                                     Moving through                                        

1
             Even when not writing about myself                                                                

2
                                         Even when not writing about myself                                    
3
my story-----              Even when not writing about myself                                                               

1
----------So very often the question          ‘What do you write about’                                                                    

2
                                                                             
3
                                     So often                                         

1
                      ‘What do you write about’-----about myself-----I’m all                                                       

2
                      ‘What do you write about’                                                       
3
the question----------‘What do you write about’                                                                             

1
I know              and even when not                writing about myself                                                

2
                                                                             
3
       about myself                   I’m all I know                                                    

1
                                     and I don’t know enough about myself                                        

2
                  I’m all I know-----                                                           
3
and even when not                                            and I don’t know                                  

1
                        So I continue writing about myself                                                     

2
                                                                             
3
enough about myself-----              So I continue writing about myself                                                               

1
                I suppose                                    without abatement                        

2
A process which                         without abatement----without abatement                                                      
3
                          will continue                      without abatement                              

1
----------for the time that remains me…                                                                             

2
----------for the time that remains me…                                                                             
3
----------for the time that remains me…                                                                             

Fort Bragg, 9/26/10

(from journal entry same date)

WHICH IS TO SAY

1
I’m writing about what I’m writing about                   which is to say                                                            

2
                                         I’m writing about                                      
1
                       I’m writing                about what I’m writing about                                       

2
what I’m writing about             which is to say                                                                   
1
                 which is       writing my life                        and the                                

2
-----I’m writing          about                 what I’m writing about                                                      
1
things                          which pass through me-----                                                     

2
       which is writing my life                           Which is to say                                             
1
Which is to say I’m writing about-----                         Writing about                                                     

2
I’m writing about                     Writing about the things                                                          
1
                      the things                        which pass through me                               

2
which pass through me            While I’m writing about                                                                    
1
             while I’m writing about my life                                                                 

2
-----My life                   while I’m writing about my life-----my life                                                            
1
Which is to say-----                I’m writing about what I’m writing about                                                              

2
                    Which is to say                   I’m writing about what                                        
1
                  Which is to say          When I’m writing        about the                                            

2
I’m writing about                 Which is                  to say                                             
1
fugue form                  I write about it                     in fugue form                                        

2
           when I’m writing                  about the fugue form                                                   
1
                 as I’m doing at this moment              And when I’m writing                                              

2
I write about it                             in fugue form                                                  
1
in unison             I’m writing in unison                                                                 

2
in unison I’m writing in unison             in unison with all voices-----                                                                 
1
All voices in unison as I’m now doing-----Because I’m always composing with                                                                              

2
           in unison as I’m now doing                                                                   
1
multiple voices                              it’s easy to give examples                                                

2
                Because I’m always composing                                                               
1
                   of the various forms                            with the                                

2
in multiple voices                      it’s easy to give examples                                                         
1
forms                          If I introduce an ostinato                                                              

2
      of the various forms-----                           I’m writing about                                             
1
the voice using that form             will repeat itself                                                                   

2
                          an ostinato                    using that form                                 
1
in ostinato form                                                                               

2
                 will repeat itself in ostinato in ostinato in ostinato                                                             
1
                     And so it is with my poetry compositions                                                          

2
in ostinato form-----                                        And so it is-----                                     
1
when I’m writing about                             what I’m writing about-----                                                 

2
                       with my poetry compositions                                                       
1
                       When I’m writing about what I’m writing about                                                       

2
When I’m writing about what I’m writing about                        which may                                                      
1
                     and boring-----       and boring which it may be                                                

2
make it seem strange                strange                    which it may be                                           
1
          It may be----------which it may be…                                                                    

2
----------It may be----------which it may be…                                                                              
Fort Bragg, 10/10/10

(from journal entry same day)

This is  wasted pge.  I screwed-up somehow. I’m not certain how I did it but I’m not interested in knowing the how.  All I know is that I managed to screw up and I’m not going to worry about it, nor am I going to rectify.  So I leave you with a blank---almost blank page, to take notes, make a list, doodle if you remember how.  Just don’t complain about it.  It happens in the best of families I’m told and the worst of families.  So enough.  I need to get on with my day.  I love you…

THE PURPOSE OF A POEM

1
The purpose of a poem             as I see it           is to identify                                                       

2
                      The purpose             of a poem                                          
1
                That word just came to me            That word just came to me                                                 

2
as I see it-----                          identify---          That word just                                          
1
             identify---as I was considering whether or whether not                                                                 

2
came to me---identify                                               as I was                               
1
            to write a poem-----                       which has just begun                                           

2
considering                     whether or whether not                                                           
1
                to write a poem which has just begun----------                                                              

2
to write a poem which has just begun                          The purpose                                                     
1
          The purpose             of a poem                identify-----                                        

2
of a poem             as I see it           is to identify                                                         
1
                     As I                       was considering                                   

2
As I was considering      whether or whether not               to write a poem                                                         
1
which has just begun                                    The purpose                                          

2
which has just begun                                                Composing                               

3
which has just begun-----Composing gives me a huge lift                                                                              

1
                                   of a poem----                                           

2
gives me               a huge lift                               and I believe                                 

3
         and I believe                          it has much to do                                           

1
as I see it                      as I see it                                                          

2
                                             and I believe it has much to do                                  

3
            with the way I do it                                                                   

1
                                                                              

2
with the way I do it                       Often improvising which is a rush                                                         

3
it has much to do with the way I do it-----                                                                              

1
The purpose of a poem                   is to identify---identify                                                             

2
                                                                  And often             

3
                      Often improvising                                                         

1
                        That word identify                                                       

2
working                                    with traditional and invented                                            

3
        which is a rush                                                                       

1
            just came to me                   as I was considering                                                 

2
music forms                                                        Inventing                        

3
                            And often working                                                   

1
                                                                  whether or            

2
may sound a little bold                                                                                

3
                        with traditional and invented music forms                                                       

1
whether not                            to write a poem                                                    

2
            All I’m doing is searching                 for original ways                                                   

3
                                                                              

1
                                             The purpose of a poem                                

2
                                                         The purpose of a poem                     

3
Inventing may sound a bit self-flattering-----                                                                              

1
                  identify                                which has just begun                            

2
                  identify-----All I’m doing is searching                                                              

3
as I see it is to identify                                                                             

1
                                             Considering                                 

2
for new forms                                           of dealing                                    

3
              All I’m doing is searching-----                     for new ways                                         

1
whether or whether not                                                to write                              

2
                       with my precious but limited cargo                                                         

3
                                                           of dealing                      

1
a poem-----write a poem                                                                              

2
           write a poem of words                  with my precious but                                                  

3
           write a poem          with my precious but limited cargo                                                         

1
                                                                    The word          

2
limited cargo-----             of words-----And I can certainly add                                                                  

3
                  of words-----                                                            

1
identify                                                                               

2
         an excellent reason                         for writing a poem                                               

3
                             And I can certainly say                                                  

1
                    just came to me                                                           

2
                                    is the pleasure                                            

3
an excellent reason                                 for writing a poem                                             

1
as I was considering                                          whether or                                     

2
                     the process gives            to the poet                                               

3
                                       is the joy                                        

1
whether not                               to write a poem-------Some poets                                                 

2
                                                                Some poets               

3
            the process gives to the poet                       Some poets                                           

1
agonize over the process-----That’s their way-----                                                                              

2
agonize over the process                          It’s certainly not mine                                                     

3
agonize over the process                                                                              

1
                    As I was considering                    whether or not                                                          

2
                                                                               

3
And another purpose                       for doing as I do                                    

1
                                  to write a poem                                            

2
              And another purpose                 for doing as I do---as I do                                                 

3
as I continue                                                                             

1
                                    Why this constant need to explain myself                                         

2
                  As I continue-----                                                             

3
is to communicate                                           Why this constant                            

1
                            To communicate-----To identify-----The purpose                                                  

2
                            To communicate-----To identify                                                   

3
need to explain myself------To communicate-----To identify                                                                             

1
of a poem                                And another purpose as I see it                                             

2
                      is to identify-----                                                         

3
The purpose of a poem                                        And another                                      

1
                                                         a thought                      

2
                    is to communicate                              a feeling                             

3
purpose as I see it                   in order to convey                                                             

1
                               To make someone smile                                               

2
                                                     think                           

3
or something else of value-----                            or believe-----                                                  

1
It’s a marvelous occupation                                     It’s what I do                                          

2
                                                                It’s what I do               

3
                            I can thing of nothing finer--------It’s what I do                                                  

1
----------It will never end…                                                                              

2
----------It will never end…                                                                               

3
----------It will never end…                                                                              
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WORD PLAY FOUR

1
There’s no doubt about it and I’ve said it                  again and again                                                             

2
                                           There’s no doubt                                     

1
                 endlessly                 for what now seems                                              

2
and I’ve said it           again and again                    endlessly                                                   

1
a substantial length of time                   but how can I know                                                            

2
                             for what now seems                  a substantial                               

1
               if that                      of which there is no doubt                                           

2
length of time         but how can one know                            if that                                            

1
         is doubtful                                   How can one know                                   

2
of which             there is no doubt is doubtful-----                                                                    

1
                 if that of which there is no doubt is doubtful----------                                                             

2
if that of which there is no doubt is doubtful                                                                               

1
There is no doubt-----but how can one know                      Because of                                                        

2
There is no doubt-----but how can one know                                                                               

3
There is no doubt-----but how can one know-----And I’ve said it                                                                              

1
what it is                         for there is no doubt                                                       

2
                           because                       of what it is-----                              

3
           again and again                                                                    

1
Endlessly                           That I’m losing language---losing language                                                   

2
Endlessly because of what it is-----                                                                              

3
Endlessly                                                                              

1
                                         as suggested                                      

2
for there is no doubt                                 that I’m losing language                                               

3
                      for what now seems                                                        

1
                             by the length of time            that it takes me                                    

2
                                                  as suggested                                       

3
a substantial length of time                                                                               

1
-----But how can I know for certain to say it-----                                                                             

2
-----But how can I know for certain               By the length of time                                                                

3
-----But how can I know for certain                                                                              

4
-----But how can I know for certain                                     There                                         
1
            for I’ve forgotten how                 to say                                                                  

2
                                                                              

3
                                                          But how can I know                    

4
is no doubt                        And I’ve said it                                                       
1
                               to say in a simple way                                                

2
                                                      which it takes me                         

3
-----for certain                                                                               

4
                 over and over                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
                                             to say it                                 

3
          if that of which there is no doubt                                                                    

4
endlessly                                              I’m losing language                                 
1
There is no doubt                                                                              

2
There is no doubt                                                 to sway it                             

3
There is no doubt                                                                              

4
There is no doubt for what now seems a substantial length of time                                                                              
1
That I’m losing language                                                                              

2
                                                        for I’ve forgotten how                      

3
                         is doubtful                                                      

4
                                     But how can I know                                          
1
in an accelerated way                                                                              

2
                      for I’ve forgotten how to say in a simple way                                                        

3
                                        (for I’ve forgotten how to say in a                                      

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
                                                      that I’m losing language                       

3
simple way)---                   because of what it is                                                            

4
              But how can I know                                                                 
1
There is no doubt                                   And I’ve said it                                             

2
                                                                              

3
                              for there is no doubt                                                

4
                  for certain                                        if that                     
1
                                                             again and again                 

2
        (if that of which there is no doubt is doubtful)-----                                                                      

3
                                                                              

4
of which there is no doubt is doubtful                                                                              
1
                                                                 endlessly             

2
                                                                              

3
                (if that of which there is no doubt is doubtful)                                                              

4
if that of which there is no doubt is doubtful                                                                              
1
                      For what now seems                                                        

2
                                         in an accelerated way                                      

3
                                                               for there is               

4
because of what it is                                                                              
1
           I’m losing language----------losing language----------language-----                                                                   

2
           I’m losing language----------losing language----------language-----                                                                   

3
no doubt---I’m losing language----------losing language----------language-----                                                                              

4
           I’m losing language----------losing language----------language-----                                                                   
1
But from loses to gains by laws of pendulum                         swinging                                                      

2
                                            from loses to gains-----                                  

1
swingingly                                    undisturbed          pendulously                                  

2
           as demonstrated by laws of pendulum             swinging                                                       

1
           from one             to the other              and returning                                        

2
swingingly          pendulously              from the one                                                         

1
             to return               to the other                                                    

2
to the other           and returning              to return to the other                                                      

1
over and again             endlessly                 as the pendulum swings                                              

2
               endlessly---          as the pendulum swings                                                 

3
From dark to light           From loss          to gain                                                            

4
                   From dark           to light         from loss to gain-----                                         
3
Another blank to fill                (to gain          From loss                               

4
                  (From loss to gain          to light           from dark)                                         
3
from dark to light)-----Over and over-----endlessly-----However my loss                                                                              

4
                        Over and over-----endlessly                                                      
3
of language         has purchased me gain----                                                                      

4
            However                          My loss of language has purchased                                      
3
has purchased me gain-----Purchased me gain          My loss of language-----                                                                    

4
me gain                                      My loss of language                                
1
Purchased me gain-----This reduced inventory issues a challenge                                                                              

2
Purchased me gain                                               But from                               

3
Purchased me gain                                                                              

4
Purchased me gain                                                                              
1
                                                          to take what remains                   

2
the losses gains                                                                              

3
                 This reduced inventory                                                              

4
                                        From dark to light                                       
1
                                                                              

2
as indicated by laws of pendulum                                                                               

3
                                                   issues a challenge                           

4
                                 From loss to gain                                              
1
and improve it                                                         and the                     

2
               swinging swingingly                                                                

3
                                                   To take what remains                           

4
                                   However my loss                                            
1
ways are endless-----endless                                    through the                                           

2
                                                                              

3
                                                 and improve it                          

4
                             My loss of language                                                 
1
application of music forms                                     And the ways                                         

2
                                                  from the one And the ways                           

3
                                                               And the ways               

4
                           has purchased me gains              And the ways                                      
1
are endless-----And the concept                                     of form                                          

2
are endless                     to the other                                                          

3
are endless                                                                              

4
are endless                                  This reduced inventory                                             
1
over content                                                                              

2
                                                   and return                           

3
             through the application of music forms                                                                  

4
                                                            issues a challenge               
1
--Traditional music forms                 and the concept of form over content                                                            

2
                                                                              

3
                          and the concept of form over content                                                 

4
                                                                              
1
                                                             Traditional forms                 

2
To return to the other                                                                              

3
                                                                              

4
                       To take what remains-----what remains                                                       
1
of music                                      which stretch the envelope                                         

2
                           from dark to light                                                    

3
         and invented ones                                  which stretch                                   

4
                                                                              
1
                                              of possibilities                                

2
                            from loss to gain                  However--------                                 

3
the envelope                                                                              

4
             and improve it                                                                 
1
                                                               producing               

2
my loss of language has purchased me gains                                                                              

3
                                                                              

4
                    my loss of language has purchased me gains                                                          
1
lemonade from the other                       From dark to light----------                                                        

2
                                              From dark to light----------                                

3
         producing lemonade from the other----From dark to light----------                                                                     

4
                                              From dark to light----------                                
1
From loss to gain-----This is my opinion---none others                                                                              

2
From loss to gain                                      This is my opinion                                        
3
From loss to gain                                                                              

4
From loss to gain                                                                              
1
and it may be              I don’t wish to hear               other opinions                                                   

2
              none other’s                      and it may be                                            
1
                       This is my opinion-----and there may be several reasons                                                      

2
I don’t wish to hear---This is my opinion                                                                              
1
                 but I haven’t time                 to address them                                             

2
and there may be                    several reasons                 but I                                            
1
             or be concerned                 to address them or be concerned                                                

2
haven’t time                 to address them or be concerned                                                              
3
This is my opinion-----I know what I must do        and I do it                                                                       

4
This is my opinion                           I know             what I must do                                       
3
What I must do        and I must do it           My confidence level                                                            

4
               I know       and I must do it-----                    I know                                      
3
is sufficient                to overcome any doubts                 My health                                              

4
              what I must do                        and I do it-----                                         
3
       and pleasure                are worthy rewards             for allowing                                           

4
I know              what I must do                    and I do it                                              
3
myself                       to pursue my passion and I do it-----I do it-----                                                       

4
       I know what I must do                      and I do it-----I do it-----                                                  
1
There is no doubt                                                                               

2
                  But from losses gains                                                            
3
                                       This is my opinion                                      

4
                                                         I know what I must do                   
                                                           (softly chanted)-----  

1
and I’ve said it                                                                               

2
                 as indicated by laws of pendulum             swingingly                                                 
3
                                                  none others                             

4
and I do it I do it---I know what I must do and I do it I do it---I know what                                                                              
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1
                          endlessly                                                     

2
swinging                            undisturbed pendulousity                                                    
3
         and there may be                                    several reasons                                  

4
I should do and I do it I do it---I know what I should do and I do it I do it                                                                               
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1
for what now seems a substantial length of time-----                                                                              

2
                                                    from one to the other                          
3
                                                                              

4
                                                                              
1
                                                But how can I know for certain                            

2
                                   and return---                                           
3
but I haven’t time to address them                                                                              

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
to return to the other                                                                              
3
                       or be concerned-----                      and I do it                                 

4
                                           I know what I must do                                   
1
I do it-----                                                                              

2
            From dark to light                       From loss to gain                                           
3
                                                                              

4
                               I know what I must do                                               
1
                                                  if that of which there is                           

2
                                                                              
3
                My confidence level is sufficient                                                              

4
and I do it-----                                                                              
1
no doubt                        is doubtful-----There is no doubt                                                       

2
                                                                  and I’ve            
3
                                                There is no doubt                              

4
         to overcome any doubts                                   and I’ve                                  
1
        again           endlessly------From dark to light                                                            

2
said it       and again endlessly                         From loss to gain                                              
3
        again           endlessly------From dark to light                                                                      

4
said it       and again endlessly                         From loss to gain                                                                              
1
-----There is no doubt that I’m losing language                                                                               

2
                                                                  But this            
3
                                                There is no doubt                               

4
                                                                              
1
                                                            as indicated                  

2
reduced inventory issues a challenge                                                                               
3
                                                                              

4
                                     This reduced inventory                                          
1
                                  by the length of time              which it                               

2
                                                                              
3
no doubt that I’m losing language                       as indicated                                                       

4
                                                                              
1
takes me                        to say it----to say it                                                        

2
                                                       to take what remains                       
3
         by the length of time                                                                      

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
                   and improve it                      to take what remains                                    
3
                                                                              

4
issues a challenge                to take what remains and improve it                                                              
1
                                                and I do it                              

2
and improve it-----       I know what I must do                                                                       
3
                                                            I do it-----                  

4
                   I know what I must do                                                           
1
I know what I must do--------and I do it--------In conclusion-----My approach                                                                              

2
I know what I must do--------and I do it                                                                              
3
I know what I must do--------and I do it                                                                              

4
I know what I must do--------and I do it                                                                              
1
              My method             frequently discussed           always                                         

2
In conclusion           My approach                      My method                                                
1
central to my goal                          To create language compositions                                                     

2
                   frequently discussed-----                                                            
1
                          for spoken voices                                                     

2
always central to my goal                   To create language compositions                                                           
1
and in the process                   to create spoken-music                                                            

2
                   for spoken voices                        and in the process                                    
1
and in the process to create spoken-music always central to my goal                                                                              

2
to create spoken-music                           always central to my goal----                                                   
3
By employing the materials of music             omitting only actual pitches                                                                  

4
                                    My approach                                           
3
          and melodies                      This leaves me with forms of music                                               

4
My method              frequently discussed                                                                  
3
                          principally the fugue               making of one                                      

4
always central to my goal                       making of one the other                                                        
3
the other-----               which contains elements of imitation and canon---                                                               

4
              which contains elements of imitation and canon                                                                
1
I need to find a way out of this-----                                                                               

2
                                     To find a way out of this                                          
3
                                                               I need to find               

4
                                                                              
1
                                                                              

2
          It’s gone stale on me                                                                    
3
a way-----                                            There is no doubt                                  

4
                                But from losses gains                                               
1
Too much time has passed-----I need to find a way out                                                                              

2
                             I need to find a way out                                                 
3
                             I need to find a way out                                                 

4
                             I need to find a way out---And I’ve said it                                                 
1
                          endlessly-----                      There is no need                              

2
again and again                                                                              
3
                endlessly                                                               

4
                                        It’s gone stale on me                                      
1
to explain                                                            This is                  

2
                                                 There is no need-----                             
3
           I won’t be able to pick up the energy                                                                    

4
                                                                              
1
my opinion                     not others                                                          

2
                                          But from losses gains as suggested                                    
3
                                                                              

4
           It’s no longer mine                                 But from losses                                 
1
                                                          I need to find a way                   

2
      by laws of pendulum                                                                         
3
gains                                                                              

4
                          as suggested by laws of pendulum                                                    
1
out of this                                                                              

2
                                     But how can I know for certain                                          
3
I need to find a way out of this-----                                                                              

4
                                                                    But how          
1
                                                there is no doubt                              

2
           if that             of which                                                        
3
                                                                              

4
can I know         for certain          if that                   of which                                           
1
                If that of which there is no doubt is doubtful----                                                              

2
is doubtful-----                                                   is doubtful                               
3
                If that of which there is no doubt is doubtful----                                                              

4
                                                                   is doubtful               
1
It’s no longer mine                          From one                                                     

2
                    Too much time has passed          to the other                                                
3
                                                                              

4
                                                                  and returned            
1
Too much time has passed----------too much time---The game is tied in the 5th                                                                              

2
Too much time has passed----------too much time                                                                              
3
Too much time has passed----------too much time                                                                              

4
Too much time has passed----------too much time                                                                              
1
                                                            The wars-----                  

2
                        Nothing could mean more to them-----                                                      
3
The fans are going wild                                                                              

4
                                                                              
1
                Weep for the mothers                                                              

2
                                     Weep for the sons                                         
3
The economy-----                                                                              

4
                                                       Weep for the daughters                       
1
                                       They don’t know                                       

2
                  Weep for the fathers                                                             
3
the dying ones----                                                                              

4
                                                       Weep for humanity                       
1
                                                 I know what I must do                              

2
Where did it go-----                                                                              
3
                    So I’ll have to find another                                                           

4
                                                                       I know         
1
and I do it                and I do it-----From light to dark                                                               

2
                           and I do it                                                   
3
                           and I do it                       From loss to gain                           

4
            what I must do and I do it                                                                  
1
                      But how can I know for certain                                                        

2
Because of what it is                                                                               
3
                                                                              

4
                                         But how can I know for certain-----                                     
1
                                      So I’ll find another                                        

2
However---However my loss of language                                                                               
3
                                                         has purchased me gain                 

4
                                                                              
1
                                    I need to find a way out of this                                          

2
                                                         I need to find a way                     
3
                                    I need to find a way out of this                                          

4
I’m present-----in present time-----                     I need to find a way                                                         
1
            There’s no doubt                                                                  

2
out of this                                  And I’ve said it                                            
3
                             It’s gone stale                                                 

4
out of this                                                   again and again                           
1
I need to find a way out of this----I’ll pick up fragments of the earlier text                                                                              

2
I need to find a way out of this                                                                              
3
I need to find a way out of this                                                                              

4
I need to find a way out of this                                                                              
1
                 I won’t be able to pick it up                                                             

2
                                                                   So I’ll           
3
the earlier text                                                                              

4
                                 I won’t be able to pick it up-----                                             
1
                                     So I’ll find another                                         

2
find another                                                      This is                        
3
             It’s no longer mine-----                                                                 

4
                                             So I’ll find another                                 
1
                                              I know what I must do                                

2
my opinion         none others                                                                       
3
           This is             my opinion-----                                                      

4
                                                                    I know          
1
and I do it                                                                              

2
                               This is my opinion      none others                                           
3
                                                  This           is my opinion                

4
            what I must do-----                                                                  
1
Too much time has passed                                                                              

2
                                       It’s no longer mine                                        
3
                                                          The Giants are ahead                   

4
              Too much time has passed                                                                
1
                                                  I’m losing language-----                            

2
                                                  I’m losing language-----                            
3
Three to two in the 9th                           I’m losing language-----                                                   

4
                        I’ll find another way-----I’m losing language-----                                                      
1
I can’t go on----------I’ll go on-----There’s mo time to lose                                                                            

2
I can’t go on----------I’ll go on                                                                           

3
I can’t go on----------I’ll go on                                                                            

4
I can’t go on----------I’ll go on                     There’s no time to lose                                                       

1
                                                      Sometimes nothing                      

2
                  Sometimes there’s nothing there-----                                                          

3
Sometimes there’s nothing there                                                                            

4
                                                                            

1
is enough                                                                            

2
                            because nothing is something-----                                                

3
                                                             Sometimes-----               

4
Sometimes nothing is enough                                                                            

1
and nothing is enough----and the Giants win the National League Championship                                                                            

2
and nothing is enough----and the Giants win the National League Championship                                                                            

3
and nothing is enough----and the Giants win the National League Championship                                                                            

4
and nothing is enough----and the Giants win the National League Championship                                                                            

1
and nothing is enough----------nothing is enough-----------Sometimes…                                                                            

2
and nothing is enough----------nothing is enough-----------Sometimes…                                                                            

3
and nothing is enough----------nothing is enough-----------Sometimes…                                                                            

4
and nothing is enough----------nothing is enough-----------Sometimes…                                                                            
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THREE WORD SCALES

1
How many times               must I die                                                              

2
                                        I will not              be confined                      

3
               How it rushes                       How it flies                                        

1
to shed the graftings             of memory                                                                

2
                      within                        within the shackles                                

3
                             time           without                                      

1
                         How many times               How many times                                     

2
                                                                            

3
without a compromise-----               How it rushes                                                              

1
                                                                            

2
within the shackles of diminished-----diminished-----diminished space                                                                            

3
                                                                            

1
must I die-----die-----                                 to shed the graftings                                        

2
                                     My heart                                       

3
                       How it rushes          How it rushes                                             

1
                                 of memory                    How many times                       

2
My heart must dance                        loose and free-----How many times                                                     

3
                    How it flies                              Hoe many times                           

1
                                 of memory-----of memory-----                                           

2
must I die                                                   must I die                          

3
           to shed the graftings                                                                  

1
                      of memory----                             How it rushes                        

2
                                    How many times                                        

3
to shed the graftings                             How many times                                                 

1
                                           without                                  

2
             time without a compromise-----        a compromise      without                                                  

3
How it flies                                                    time                          

1
a compromise-----How it rushes---How it flies-----I will-----                                                                            

2
                 How it rushes---How it flies                 I will not-----                                          

3
                 How it rushes---How it flies                                                           

1
                                                           I will not be                

2
              I will not be confined within-----                                                              

3
I will not be confined within                   I will not be confined                                                         

1
confined within                                                 diminished                           

2
         within the shackles                         diminished                                           

3
within          the shackles of diminished space-----                                                                  

1
                     My heart                  dance                                       

2
                              must dance             My heart                                   

3
diminished space-----                    dance                must dance-----                                        

1
My heart must dance-----loose-----and free----dance             loose and free                                                                

2
My heart must dance-----loose-----and free          heart       loose and free                                                            

3
My heart must dance-----loose-----and free                dance loose and free                                                           

1
How many times-----                      must I die-----must I die-----                                                      

2
                              many times                                               

3
                   many times                                                         

1
              How many times              many times            must I die                                      

2
                                                     I will not                        

3
How it rushes                How it flies                                                             

1
                    to shed the graftings                                                         

2
I will not be                                                  confined                           

3
              time                        without a compromise                                        

1
of memory-----(of memory                                to shed the graftings                                            

2
                         (confined                                                   

3
                                   (without a compromise                                         

1
                     must I die)--------How-----               must I                                        

2
time)                                           How many            I must                   

3
      I will not be)                                many times        must I                            

1
-----many times                       must I die-----                                                     

2
          times many                                 to shed                                  

3
                many times must I-----                       the graftings                                      

1
of memory-----of memory                                I will----                                           

2
                        the graftings             I----                                        

3
                                      to shed-----               I will not be                    

1
              I confined                    confined within                                               

2
-----confined                       within                                                           

3
                         within-----                 within the shackles                                  

1
              diminished                                   My heart must-----                            

2
of diminished                                 My heart-----                                            

3
                         diminished space-----                                                   

1
                    dance-----                                                        

2
                              must dance          must dance-----                                    

3
My heart must dance                      My heart                I will not                                       

1
           I will not be confined-----           My heart            loose                                           

2
I will not be confined                                    must dance loose                                       

3
be confined                           must dance                     loose                             

1
-----and free------How many times-----loose-----and free                                                                            

2
-----and free                         loose-----and free                                                   

3
-----and free                         loose-----and free-----How it rushes                                                   

1
                   How many times                                                          

2
                                  loose-----and free              within                             

3
-----How it rushes                                   How it flies                                           

1
memory                 memory                                                            

2
                within        within my heart                      within----                               

3
       it flies                               without a memory-----                                       

1
            memory----                  many times-----                                              

2
                      My heart                         I will not be confined                              

3
without-----                   it flies                                                          

1
How many times                       must I die                                                      

2
               within the breathless shackles   of diminished space                                                          

3
                                                                            

1
              to shed the graftings                      of memory-----                                        

2
                      My heart must dance loose and free                                                     

3
How it rushes                  How it flies                                                           

1
                                  How many times-----How it rushes-----                                          

2
and free                          How many times-----How it rushes-----                                                   

3
         without a compromise-----How many times-----How it rushes-----                                                                   

1
must I die-----time without a compromise--------without a compromise--------                                                                            

2
must I die-----time without a compromise--------without a compromise--------                                                                            

3
must I die-----time without a compromise--------without a compromise--------                                                                            

1
loose----------and free…                                                                            

2
loose----------and free…                                                                            

3
loose----------and free…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 10/21/10

CHANGES

1
My method of composing has been going through significant changes                                                                            

2
                                                                  My method          

1
             It’s becoming looser                                                                

2
of composing                      has been going through significant changes                                                       

1
and more conversational                           My method of composing                                                 

2
                        It’s becoming looser------                                                    

1
has been going through significant changes                                                                            

2
My method of composing has been going through significant changes----------                                                                            

1
                                            My purpose and basic approach                                

2
                                                                            

3
Significant changes-----It’s becoming looser                                                                            

1
                                   will never change                                          

2
My purpose                                           and basic approach                                  

3
           and more conversational                                                                 

1
                       but my method                                                      

2
                                                        will never change                    

3
My method of composing               It’s become looser                                                              

1
of developing text                                                                             

2
                                               My method of composing                             

3
                   and more conversational-----                                                         

1
My method of composing has been going through significant changes                                                                            

2
has been going through significant changes                                                                            

3
                       My method of composing has been going through                                                    

1
                        significant changes-----My method of developing text                                                    

2
                        significant changes                                                    

3
significant changes-----significant changes                                                                            

1
          is significantly different                    and while                                              

2
My method                            of developing text                                                 

3
                                                                            

1
                                     as I previously said                                       

2
is significantly different                                                                            

3
                           My method                      of developing text                            

1
                             significantly different-----My fundamental                                               

2
                             significantly different                                              

3
is significantly different---significantly different                                                                            

1
purpose                      will never change                                                       

2
        As I previously said                   my fundamental purpose                                                  

3
                                                                            

1
                                           My fundamental purpose-----To shift                                 

2
                     will never change-----My fundamental purpose                                                       

3
as I previously said                       My fundamental purpose                                                     

1
the spoken word          into the universe of music                                                                  

2
                                                    My method-----                        

3
                To shift                                          the spoken                  

1
     so that one becomes the other                                                                       

2
                                                              of composing              

3
word                               into the universe of music                                               

1
and the other                     and the other                                                         

2
                                                has been going through                            

3
              so that one becomes                                                               

1
                    becomes the one               and the other becomes                                         

2
significant changes                               and the other becomes                                              

3
                                    the other-----and the other becomes                                        

1
the one----------My method of composing                                                                            

2
the one                                           has been going through                                 

3
the one                    My method of composing                                                        

1
has been going through significant changes-----                                                                            

2
significant changes                                                                            

3
                                               significant changes-----                             

1
Looser of late-----                                                                            

2
                   Looser with my Word-Scales                                                         

3
                                              and reaching randomly                               

1
                 reaching randomly             at any fragments                                                

2
                                                                reaching            

3
at any fragments                   of language                                                         

1
                          of language wherever available                                                  

2
randomly at any fragments                                                                           

3
                fragments of language                    fragments-----                                        

1
I’m being watched                by the woman at the next table                                                             

2
                                                                            

3
                  At this moment                                being watched                           

1
                  Maybe she’s curious                                about                           

2
Randomly reaching                                                                             

3
                                      by the woman at the next table                                       

1
my intensity                                       at my age                                      

2
             at any fragments---                            randomly reaching                                 

3
                                Maybe she’s curious                                             

1
                   at my age-----My purpose will never change                                                         

2
                   at my age                                                         

3
about my intensity at my age                My purpose will never change                                                            

1
never change-----I would be-----                                                                            

2
never change                    I would be curious----                                                        

3
never change                                          I would be curious if I                                 

1
             I would be curious-----Now she looks again-----                                                               

2
             I would be curious                             I would be curious                                  

3
were she-----I would be curious                                                                            

1
                                 and tells me                                            

2
if I were she                                 Now she looks again                                           

3
if I were she I would be curious                                                                            

1
she likes my cap                             I replied                                                

2
                 and tells me                          she likes my cap                                  

3
                              at this moment                                               

1
                  I did as well             but my wife didn’t                                              

2
                                I responded                                             

3
I’m being watched                                              by a woman                              

1
              because I never took it off-----                                                              

2
I did as well                                                                             

3
                                              We are sitting on a love-seat                               

1
                      We are sitting                        on a love-seat                               

2
And suddenly it’s now                                                                            

3
                                     which faces the window                                        

1
                                                And suddenly it’s now-------                            

2
now---the following day                         And suddenly it’s now-------                                                    

3
                        before which is a table And suddenly it’s now-------                                                   

1
it’s now                                                                            

2
it’s now                             A moment from the moment of yesterday                                               

3
it’s now where the curious lady sits                                                                             

1
                    My method of composing has been going through significant                                                        

2
                                           My method of composing has been                                 

3
with her escort-----                                                                            

1
changes                           significant changes                                                 

2
going through significant changes significant changes                                                                          

3
                                  significant changes or is she the escort                                         

1
They are having an elegant dinner                                                                            

2
                                  We are sitting on the love-seat                                          

3
                                                                  Are on their          

1
                             I’m listening to Beethoven’s String Quartet                                               

2
                                                                            

3
second glass of red wine-----                                                                            

1
in F minor                            performed by the Tokyo String Quartet                                                 

2
                                                                            

3
           This composition is a trio                                                                  

1
                                                             He was born               

2
                               Beethoven became deaf by 1820                                              

3
which began with the statement                                                                            

1
in Bonn in 1770                                                                            

2
                                       My method                                      

3
                My method of composing           is going through significant                                                  

1
        I compare Beethoven to Van Gough                                                                     

2
                                         They both dug so deep                                   

3
changes                                                        It’s becoming                     

1
       It’s becoming looser and more conversational-----And suddenly it’s now                                                                     

2
                                                        And suddenly it’s now                    

3
looser and more conversational                          And suddenly it’s now                                                  

1
And I’m listening to Beethoven for the first time                                                                            

2
                                                  the following day-----                          

3
                                                                            

1
For the first time                                                Is it clear                             

2
                                         A moment from the moment                                    

3
                   And suddenly it’s now                                                         

1
what I’m doing                                                                             

2
               every time the first time          of yesterday                                                    

3
                                         A moment             from the moment                      

1
I’m juggling fragments                                  Now it’s Hayden                                            

2
                       So suddenly arrived                                                      

3
                                           of yesterday                                  

1
                                         Piano Sonata E flat Major-----                                  

2
so suddenly departed                                                                            

3
                     So suddenly arrived                                                        

1
                                    fingered by Vladimir Horowitz-----                                         

2
but still present                                                                             

3
                  Suddenly departed                                                           

1
And suddenly now-----How could it be otherwise-----Horowitz debuted with the                                                                            

2
And suddenly now-----How could it be otherwise                                                                           

3
And suddenly now-----How could it be otherwise                                                                            

1
New York Philharmonic in 1928                       And suddenly it’s now                                                      

2
                              I was three years old And suddenly it’s now                                              

3
                                                    And suddenly it’s now                        

1
                                                                            

2
-----He returned to Russia when he was ninety                                                                             

3
                                              But still present in the moment                              

1
                        but still present                 in this moment                                    

2
for a final performance                                                                             

3
                                          The only moment                                   

1
                                          The only moment                                   

2
The audience was overcome                                                                            

3
                          and all moments                 contained in one                                  

1
and all moments                  We laughed                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                The only one-----           We were the only ones who knew                                                 

1
I’m being watched by the woman at the next table                                                                            

2
                                                                            

3
                  I’m being watched by the woman at the next table-----                                                                            

1
               And if we fail we’ve lost it                    And suddenly                                         

2
And if we fail we’ve lost it                                   And suddenly                                         

3
                              And if we fail we’ve lost it-----And suddenly                                              

1
it’s now-----the following day                    And if we fail we’ve lost it                                                                       

2
it’s now-----the following day                                                                            

3
it’s now-----the following day-----And if we fail we’ve lost it                                                                            

1
I can’t go on-------I’ll go on                    And if we fail we’ve lost it                                                                       

2
I can’t go on-------I’ll go on                                                                            

3
I can’t go on-------I’ll go on-----And if we fail we’ve lost it                                                                            

1
                    So suddenly gone-----                                                        

2
So suddenly arrived                                                                             

3
                                         Only because we failed to know                                   

1
Only because                                     we failed to know                                        

2
             but still present                                     in the                           

3
                               was it lost to us                                              

1
                    It’s not an easy thing to understand                                                         

2
moment-----                                                                            

3
           It’s not an easy thing                        to understand-----                                         

1
                                                                            

2
My method of writing has gone through considerable changes-----                                                                            

3
                                                               My method             

1
               My method-----                           at any fragments----                                  

2
                             Randomly reaching                                                

3
of writing-----                       reaching randomly                                                      

1
                                We are sitting                                             

2
                                                                            

3
We are sitting on the love-seat                which faces the window                                                            

1
                                               It’s not an easy thing                              

2
Suddenly gone                                  It’s not an easy thing                                           

3
              where the curious woman sits-----It’s not an easy thing                                                             

1
to understand-----It’s not an easy thing-----It’s not-----And if it is then                                                                            

2
to understand-----It’s not an easy thing-----It’s not                                                                            

3
to understand-----It’s not an easy thing-----It’s not                                                                            

1
one understands the way                                     And if not                                       

2
                                     Always passing through                                        

3
                        And if it is                                                     

1
                                               understands            that it                  

2
                             Beyond and before                                               

3
then one understands the way                               And if not                                             

1
is not necessary-----                        to understand the mystery                                                    

2
                     Know it                                                       

3
                             one understands                                                

1
                                                               of that             

2
for it is always there                          And if we fail                                                   

3
                       that it is not necessary                                                      

1
                                            to understand the mystery--------                                

2
we have lost it               to understand the mystery                                                              

3
                to understand the mystery                                                            

1
To understand the mystery of that-------which can only be understood--------                                                                           

2
To understand the mystery of that-------which can only be understood--------                                                                            

3
To understand the mystery of that-------which can only be understood--------                                                                            

1
by not understanding----------by not understanding----------We understand…                                                                            

2
by not understanding----------by not understanding----------We understand…                                                                            

3
by not understanding----------by not understanding----------We understand…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 10/25/10

(from journal entries, 10/24-25/10)

FORM AND CONTENT

1
I’ve spoken often of the merits of form over content                                                                            

2
                                                     I’ve spoken often                        

1
                                but that statement                                             

2
of the merits                                      of form                                        

3
              I’ve spoken often                            of the merits                                   

1
could use some clarification-----                                                                             

2
                                                   of the merits of form over                        

3
                                 I’ve spoken often of the merits of form over                                          

1
                              of form over content                                               

2
content I’ve spoken often-----                     but that statement                                                       

3
content                                                                            

1
                                                   form over content                        

2
could use some clarification                                 content over form                                          

3
but that statement could use some clarification-----                      form                                                      

1
                 Form without content is formless                                                           

2
                                                  Form without content-----                          

3
over content-----                                                                            

1
     and therefore                                 therefore                                        

2
                   is formless                               formless                           

3
Form                           without content-----                   without                              

1
            cannot exist                                                                 

2
                         and therefore             cannot exist                                       

3
content-----                           is formless              and therefore                                    

1
              and therefore cannot exist-----                   But that                                           

2
and therefore cannot exist                                                                            

3
cannot exist                                 But that statement could use                                           

1
statement could use some clarification                                                                             

2
                                       and therefore cannot exist-----exist                                    

3
some clarification                                                                            

1
And content without form is without content                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                                            And content without form-----                                

1
                             and therefore-----                                                

2
I’ve spoken about the merits                                      of form                                           
3
                                                is without content                                 

1
cannot exist                                                                            

2
             over content               and therefore cannot exist-----                                                
3
                          and therefore cannot exist                                                  

1
But it’s not as grim as it sounds                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                               And that statement could use some clarification                                          

1
-----Form without content                                           But it’s                                 

2
                                                   cannot exist-----                         
3
                          and content without form                                                  

1
not as grim as it sounds                                                                            

2
                                                  Because form and content                          
3
            But it’s not as grim as it sounds-----                                                                

1
                          Because form and content exist-----                                                  

2
exist in all language-----                                                                         
3
                                                              Because              

1
in all language                                                                            

2
                                       to the extent                which may                      
3
                form and content exist               in all language                                             

1
                                                                        

2
provide slim evidence                                    of its existence-----                                                         
3
        which may provide slim evidence of its existence                                                                    

1
But that statement could use some clarification                                                                            

2
                                                                            
3
                   But that statement could use some clarification----------                                                                            

1
                                  The challenge for me                                          

2
It’s not as grim as it sounds-----                     I’ve spoken often                                                       
3
                                                                            

1
               is to compose with a limited inventory                                                             

2
                                                                            
3
And I must add                                     I will not become embroiled                                     

1
                                           and develop it                                  

2
        of the merits of form over content                                                                     
3
in form                                                   at the expense                           

1
           through the use of new and unusual forms                                                                 

2
                                                            but that statement                         
3
of content                                           If I do                                 

1
                            The forms may not be new                                                 

2
                                                     but that statement                       
3
and this is my tendency-----                                                                         

1
                                                                            

2
could use some clarification-----                                                                            
3
                                 I am left with an intricate network of mush                                           

1
                     and unusual forms                            I’ve spoken                         

2
Form without content                   If I have nothing to say---                                                          
3
                                                                            

1
often about the merits of form over content                                                                            

2
     (I’ve spoken often about the merits of form over content)                                                                       
3
                     (I’ve spoken often about the merits of form over content)                                                    

1
               And I must add that I will not become embroiled in form                                                             

2
And I must add that I will must become embroiled in form                                                                            
3
                              And I must add that I will not become embroiled                                              

1
            I will not-----at the expense of content-----The forms may not                                                                

2
            I will not-----at the expense of content                                                                
3
in form-----I will not-----at the expense of content                                                                            

1
be new----                  be new and unusual                                                          

2
          may not                              but their application                                    
3
                  the forms                                          may not                 

1
                          within the borders of language                                                  

2
       within the borders of language                    may be-----                                                 
3
be new                                                              may be----               

1
If I have nothing to say                   then I should not bother                                                          

2
                                                                            
3
                         If I have nothing                          to say                          

1
saying it                                                                             

2
                   If I have nothing to say              I should not bother                                            
3
          Then-----                         I should not bother saying it                                         

1
              Better silence-------------                                                              

2
saying it-----                            My forms of forms intend to augment                                              
3
                                                                            

1
                          to augment the relationships                                               

2
                                                       Better silence---------                  
3
Better silence------------                                                                            

1
between words                            and employing forms of improvisation                                                

2
                                                                            
3
              by treating them abstractly                                                               

1
                           And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                 

2
as I am now doing----------And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                                            
3
                           And in conclusion-------And in conclusion---------                                                 

1
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            

2
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            
3
the end--------------------the end…                                                                            

Fort Bragg, 11/26-27/10
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